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At Summit, Allies Face 


Ground F orces Question 


By Joseph Fitchett and John Vinocur 

International Herald Tribune 


by a topic not officially on the agenda; the use of ground 
troops, which remained controversial. “No leader wants to; 


_ Sliytwiilh/AywfmKi ftw * - 

President C fin ton, right, talking with Prime Minister Tony Blair daring the Washington NATO summit Friday. 
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Blair Grabs Role as Alliance Hawk 


By Tom Bueride 

International Herald Tribune 


LONDON — He is supposed to be 
the junior partner in the ■ •‘special re- 
lationship" between, Britain and the 
United States. His armed forces are con- 
tributing fewer planes : to NATO's 
bombing operation, in Serbia and 
Kosovothanthefiehrit. .. 

But when it comes to political lead- 
ership of die alliance’s Balkan cam- 
paign. Prime Minister Tony Blair is 
taking a back seat fioao one. 

Noe constrained by. political oppo- 
sition at homeland: boasting unrivaled 
credibility bothin Washington and in 


Eortpean capitals, Mr. Blair has led die 
way in marshaling public support for the 
bombing and toughening the alliance's 


. - In. the past week, Mr. Blair has ef- 
fectively called for the removal from 
power of President Slobodan Milosevic 
ofYugoslavia, and pushed for NATO to 
consider sending ground troops into 
Kosovo sooner rather than later, without 
an agreement with Mr. Milosevic. 

On Friday, as leaders gathered in 
Washington for the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization's 50th anniversary 
summit meeting, Mr. Blair dismissed a 
Russian-brokered peace offer as falling 
well short of alliance demands fora foil 


Serbian withdrawal from Kosovo and 
the return of ethnic Albanian refugees. 
"We have got to cany on with this air 
campai gn mid intensify it until these 
demands are met," he said. 

Mr. Blair also has set ambitions that 
go beyond the current conflict, propos- 
ing to rewrite the rules of global security 
for the 21st century with “a new doc- 
trine of international community. ’ * The 
doctrine, outlined in a speech in Chica- 
go on Thursday, would justify inter- 
vention in the internal affairs of sov- 
ereign nations by drawing on the lessons 
of Kosovo. “This is a just war, based not 


See BLAIR. Page 4 


WASHINGTON — NATO leaders started the alliance's 
50th anniversary summit Friday with an urgent war council on 
Kosovo that participants said would be dominated by the 
question of whether to use allied ground forces to end Sefoia's 
military offensive in the province. 

Five weeks into a sustained bombing campaign, the leaders 
recognize that the test of their summit will be success or 
failure in producing a tougher battle plan suggesting that the 
intervention in Kosovo can succeed quickly enough to keep 
the conflict from spreading and to prevent splits developing in 
Western solidarity. 

The 19 leaders rejected a Serbian diplomatic overture that 
seemed to be timed with a view to dividing the summit. 

“NATO will not allow his campaign of tenor to succeed,' ’ 
a draft statement declared In the text of the proposed summit 
declaration, obtained by Agence Fnmce-Presse, the allies said 
that there could be “no possible com- 
promise" on NATO’s five previously 
stated demands, which include the with- 
drawal of all Serbian forces from 
Kosovo. and the return of all ethnic Al- 
banian refugees. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization would be prepared 
to call a hah to the air campaign in Serbia only following a 
“clear" agreement from Belgrade to all the allied conditions 
and the start of a Serbian troop pullout from Kosovo, the 
document said. 

Officials in the Washington consultations said that there 
was total resolve among the allies to impose a clear defeat on 
the Milosevic regime and end his authority in Kosovo. 

Earlier. President Bill Clinton told NATO allies, “When 
we fight, we fight to prevail." He said, “We send a clear 
message of unity and determination to sustain our air cam- 
paign for as long as it takes." 

“Milosevic must know there is no place for his policies in 
Europe on the eve of the 21st century,” the NATO secretary- 
general, Javier Solana Madariaga, said in opening the sum- 
mit's first session, one devoted exclusively to Kosovo. 

NATO marked the opening with one of its heaviest bomb- 
ing nights in Serbia, temporarily knocking Serbian state 
television off the air in an attack on studios in Belgrade. 
Yugoslav officials said that 1 0 people died, with 1 8 wounded 
and 10 more missing. 


resort to ground troops, with one exception. Tony Blair," a 
European ministerial participant said. While Mr. Blair, the 


More coverage of the battle for 
Kosovo, Pages 4 and 5. 


British prime minister, is said to be more ardent about it than; 
his own foreign and defease ministers, the British team has 
been urging allied countries to ready ground forces as an' 
immediate option for the Kosovo campaign and as a signal of 
allied determination. 

The energetic British lobbying has visibly started having 
some impact on other allied leaders, notably on Mr. Clinton,* 
who is widely seen by his major European counterparts as the! 
most reluctant leader of the most reluctant government about 
committing ground troops. Mr. Clinton is also by far the most 
important leader in such a decision because most of the troops* 
would have to come from the United States since European; 
nations could provide less than half of the troops required in 
any scenario. I 

In Washington, Mr. Biair has been highly effective in 

making the case for a stepped-up NATO 

offensive. Id separate closed-door ses- 
sions several hours long Thursday in 
Congress, Mr. Blair “swung some key 

votes" in favor of NATO escalation. 

according to a Senate source. 

Publicly, it has become hard in the last 48 hours to turn on 
television in the United States without finding Mr. Blair or a 
British cabinet minister hammering home their justifications 
for the war with a clarity and conviction that impressed U.S. 
lawmakers, who have complained that Clinton administration 
officials often seem to betray discomfort or lack of conviction 
about the NATO campaign. 

The British message was crafted to fuse political themes 
with humanitarian outrage and common sense into a single 
message: that Mr. Milosevic has done evil things and cannot 
be misted in any deal involving just his word; that Europe 
cannot tolerate war and inhuman brutality comparable, on the 
Balkans scale, to World War 11; that Europe cannot be safe 
without NATO and finishing the job in Kosovo is vital to 
preserve the credibility of the alliance. 

The British saw off the Russian-brokered call for NATO to 
suspend the air strikes and start negotiating on an international 
presence in Kosovo. Before any Western leader could be 
tempted. Mr. Blair appeared on U.S. television and bluntly 
ruled out any compromise, in effeci stiffening the U.S. re- 


Discussions in Washington were dominated, officials said. 


See SUMMIT, Page 4 


AGENDA 


UN Bars Uj. Bid 
To Criticize China 


GENEVA (AP) — US. efforts 
to rebuke China over -its human, 
rights record failed Friday when 
members of the United Nations Hu- 
man Rights Commission voted to 
block any action on amotion crit- 
ical of China. 

The rights watchdog voted, 22 to 
L7. in favor of aChinese proposal to 
take no -action on the American 
proposal and head off formal crit- 
icism. Fourteen countries ab- 
stained. 

The U.S. motion expressed con- 
cern at "continuing reports of vi- 
olations of human rights and fun- 
damental freedoms in China" and 
“increased restrictions on die ex- 
ercise of cnStural religious and oth- 
er freedoms of Tibetans.’* .- . . 
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losing Ally, Gandhi Falters 
In Bid to Form Government 


By Pamela Constable 

Washington Pan Service 


NEW DELHI — Prospects for form- 
ing a new Indian government dimmed 
sharply Friday when a key ally broke 
ranks with the opposition leader Sonia 
Gandhi, substantially raising the odds 
that India will have to face midterm 
parliamentary elections within the next 
sixnwnths. 

The governing coalition headed by 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
lost power last Saturday by a rate-vote 
margin in Parliament. Mrs. Gandhi, 
who heads the Congress (I) Party, had 
said she would try to form a minority 
government by Friday with support 
linn other small parties. 

' But those hopes were suddenly 
dashed when Mulayam Singh Yadav, a 
55-year-old legislator and populist 
party leader from Uttar Pradesh state, 
unexpectedly announced that he would 
support neither Coojgress a or Mr. Vaj- 
payee's Bharatiya Janata Party in the 


political crisis. That decision robbed 
Mrs. Gandhi of 20 crucial votes she 
needed to form a solid government, and 
threw India's political calculations up in 
the air. 

“The numbers do not add up," Mrs. 
Gandhi acknowledged Friday after 
meeting with President K.R. Naray- 
anan, whom she told she could muster 
only 233 of the 270 votes needed, at 
minim um, to form a government 

But in a brief meeting with jour- 
nalists, Mrs. Gandhi said the president 
had given her more time to work on 
building support, and she did not rule 
oat a coalition government 

Mr. Narayanan, a nonpartisan ap- 
pointee, has the constitutional authority 
to decide who should try to form a 
government in Parliament If no group 
appears able to gamer the necessary 
support to sustain a vote of confidence, 
be also has the authority to call for 
midterm elections. 



See INDIA, Page 5 
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A cloud of smoke rising from the smoldering ruins of the bombed Serbian state television station Friday. Page 4. 


Out of the Dark, Into the Mainstream: America’s Cult of Violence 


By Kevin Merida and Richard Leiby 

Washington Pass Service ■ 


there’s Marilyn Manson, a popular singer who 
named himself after a mass murderer and pro- 


WASHINGTQN — In what used to be the dark 
comers of American culture, there are a prime-time 
cartoon with a neo-Nazi character, comics that 
traffic in bestiality, movies that leave 
gotten Kke game, aind fashion designers who i 
black-leather magics and doomsday visions. 

’■* It's all in the open now, mass-produced and 
widely available. Celebrated even. On countless 
personal computers, killing is a sprat. And then 


claims he is the Antichrist. 

Film, television, music, dress, technology, 
games: They’ve become one giant playground 
filled with accessible evil that is darker than ever. 

After any tragedy involving children, com- 
mentators strive to find cultural signifies that will 
somehow explain the carnage. Fifteen dead in a 
prosperous suburban high school? The killers part 
of a clique dubbed the Trench Coat Mafia? The 
reach for explanation is irresistible. 


Some will consult the lyrics of Marilyn Man- 
son and the German industrial band KMFDM or 
cue up a video of “The Basketball Diaries." 
Others will peruse the new comic book “The 
Trench coat Brigade." And did anyone notice that 
the friend of die killers being led away Tuesday 
was wearing a black “South Park’’ T-shirt fea- 
turing the cartoon character Kenny, who is 
bloodily dispatched in every episode? 

And yet any such zeroing- in may overlook the 
bigger picture: For young people, the culture at 
large is bathed in blood and violence, a Grand 


Guignol where the more extreme the message, the 
more over-the-top gruesomeness, the better. 

Consider this: Of the 1 1 major movies released 
on video in the United States since April 6. seven 
have violent themes. “Apt Pupil" is about a 
high-schooler obsessed with Nazism. “American 
History X’ ' is about the rise and fall of a skinhead, 
and “1 Still Know What You Did Last Summer," 
a teen-slasher sequel. 

“There’s no question in my mind that film and 


See VIOLENCE, Page 3 


Ethiopian Fossil May Be Missing Link 9 


By John Noble Wiiford 

New York Timex Service 
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NEW YORK — Digging beneath a 
‘ ’ in Ethiopia, paleontologists have 
1 a skull and'otber fossils of what 
they say is a new prehuman specks. 
pcssibfy tite lbng-sraiglrt. lmk between 
a pbfikE ancestors and. me human family. 
: Near the site, other scientist? dis- 
covered me earliest known traces of 
Stooc fools nsed to botcher animals. 
Judging by marks on some ancient ante- 
lope bones; humanlike creamres who 
gathered long ago beside a shallow lake 
used chipped stones to slice meat and 
other stones to crack kg bones to get at 
the nourishing mairow. 

' This was probabJy the work of mem- 
bers of the new species, the discoverers 


of both sites say; but in any case, the 
butchered bones are strong evidence 
feat the first toolmakers were able to 
feast increasingly on meat, which could 
. have influenced tire course of human 
evolution. 

Both finds, reported Friday in the 
journal Science, were dated to 2.5 mil- 
lion years ago, in the middle of a shad- 
owy but pivotal period is human pre- 
history. The fossil record for hominids, 
human ancestors and their close kin, is 
frustrating!? sparse between 3 million 
and about 2 nfflfion years ago. Yet this 
was the time when hominids took up 
toolmaking and evolved from the 
small-brained, apelike australo- 
pitheemes into the first members of the 
Homo genus. 

The discovery team. led by Berbane 


Asfaw, an anthropologist with the Rift 
Valley Research Sen 1 ices in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, named the new species 
Australopithecus gurhi (garhi means 
surprise in the language spoken by the 
Afar people in the region where the 
fossils were found ). 

“This species is descended fromAw- 
tralopiihecus afarensis and is a can- 
didate ancestor for early Homo," the 
scientists concluded. 

Characteristics of the skull, teeth and 
limb bones seemed to mark the species 
as a descendant of A. afarensis, which 
lived from 3.7 million to 3 million years 
ago and is famously represented by the 
“Lucy" skeleton from Ethiopia, Even 
earlier species of australopithecines. 


See FOSSIL, Page 5 


Another Link? 


A newly discovered species, dated 2.5 
million years ago, is a possible link 
between apelike ancestors and the 
more evolved Homo genus or is on a 
side branch. 
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Netanyahu: At the Eye of a Storm 

Few Are Neutral About Israeli Leader, Either on the Bight or Left 


By Deborah Sontag 
New York Times Service 


. JERUSALEM — There was a deser- 
ted quality to Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's offices last Friday after- 
noon, several hours before the Sabbath 
began. 

• The emptiness magnified the sense 
that Mr. Netanyahu, surrounded by 
bodyguards, is alone at the top. 

- Dressed impeccably as always, the 
most formal man in an informal country, 
Mr. Netanyahu looked coiled and wary 
>as he received a reporter from behind his 
desk. He does not trust the press, which 
in Israel is uniformly hostile to him, and 
-in these days of relentless campaigning, 
be is reluctant to take a break. 

It is four months since Mr. Netan- 
yaho’s government was dissolved pre- 
maturely and he was forced into a tight 
race for re-election on May 17. 

In the streets, Mr. Netanyahu, * ‘Bibi' ' 
to his admirers, is still held in passionate 
high regard by many admirers of his 
tough-talking Zionist stance, especially 
working-class Sephardic Jews and Rus- 
sian immigrants. 

But his circle of political allies has 
shrunk. And his small clique of advisers, 
like him, exudes a strong air of "us 
against the world.” That is because op- 
position tactics, driven by “antipathy, if 
not hatred for me,” rely on “character 
assassination,” Mr. Netanyahu declared. 

It is as if Mr. Netanyahu’s world view 
has collided with his self-image: Like 
Israel, he, too, is surrounded by the 


“circle of hatred" he often describes. 

And it is not without reason. On the 
right, in the center and on the left, there 
are many Israelis hoping he becomes a 
fluke of history. Even if he wins, he will 
have a hard time stitching together a 
stable government. 

[As of Friday, after trailing the Labor 

„ . . . ■> T-l l L„ . 


Party candidate, Ehud Barak, by a 
couple of percentage points, Mr. Net- 
anyahu moved ahead in aGaliup Poll, 36 
percent to 34 percent. The Associated 
Press reported. Yitzhak Mordechai of 
the new Centrist Party fell to II per- 
cent.] 

Tail, robust and aggressively self- 
confident, Mr. Netanyahu, 49, is a gal- 
vanizing force. 

“Like any leader that matters,” he 
said, citing Ronald Reagan and Margaret 
Thatcher, be leaves few people “neutral 
or indifferent. “ 

Those devoted supporters who chant 
“Only Bibi!" until they are hoarse see 
him as “the last real goalkeeper on the 
Jewish national soccer team,” said Ari 
Shavit, a writer for the newspaper 
Ha'aretz who specializes in analyzing 
Israelis’ strong feelings about Mr. Net- 
anyahu. 

'Those who reject him. according to 
the prime minister, do so not because he 
failed as a leader, betraying allies and 
principles in the interest of political self- 
preservation. That is his critics’ view. 

In the prime minister’s view, they 


demonize him largely because they still 
hold him accountable for the assassi- 
nation of former Prime Minister Yitzhak 


Israelis Will Shut a PLO Office 


By Lee Hocks tader 

Washington Post Service 


Orient House in Jerusalem and said 
this is the capital of Palestine,” Prime 


JERUSALEM — Israel has an- 
nounced that it will a close Palestinian 
office in Orient House, in East Je- 
rusalem, turning up the heat on one of 
the most volatile issues dividing the 
two sides. 

Each side immediately accused the 
other of provocation and warned of a 
possibility of violence, even though the 
timing and extent of the Israeli action at 
Orient House remained unclear. 

The Israeli security cabinet, a select 
group of ministers, made the decision 
after what it called the latest infringe- 
ment by Palestinian officials on Is- 
rael’s sovereignty over Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians met Wednesday 
with about 30 foreign diplomats, in- 
cluding a handful of Arab ambassa- 
dors, in die building. 

The Palestinians “brought them to 


Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said. 
“They carried out diplomatic activity 


and T won't tolerate this.” 

The Israeli declaration came after 
several weeks of actions against Pal- 
estinians in Jerusalem, including the 
demolition of several homes, the re- 
vocation of special privileges- for a 
handful of Palestinian officials and the 
closure of several offices in East Je- 
rusalem. 

The dispute over Orient House, 
which began several years ago, is a 
legalistic tangle. Israel maintains that 
Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian Authority 
is barred from conducting diplomatic 
business in Jerusalem. 

The Pales tinians concede that Fais- 
al Hosseini, their top official in Je- 
rusalem. holds meetings at Orient 
House, but insist that he does so in his 
capacity as an official of die PLO. 


name of ambition. 

But the prime minister, in contrast, 
presents himself as a man of unyielding 
principle whose government was un- 
done by a “collusion” between the self- 
interests of the right and left. Although 
be never believed in the Oslo accord, he 
swore during his Last campaign to uphold 
it as an international agreement, he said. 
When he signed the most recent peace 
memorandum, at the Wye Plantation in 
Maryland in October, he was doing just 
that, he said. 

“The right attacked me on Wye,” he 
said. ‘ ’They said not that I wasn’t keep- 
ing my word, but that I shouldn’t have 
kept my word because it was only cam- 
paign rhetoric. So yon had here this 
incredible alliance between die right, 
opposed to peace, and the left, which 
was supposed to give me a safety net for 
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LB-tL, SI Xenopol nr. 2. This is oed to 
Gadtaa bawl 11:46-1113 Tet Pastor 
B* Bowere Tel 33WJ27332M472 


ASSOCIATION OF 1NTL 
CHURCHES 


FRANKFURT 


SAW JOSEPH'S CHURCH (Roman 
Ctfnfc). MASS IN B4GUSH. SaL 1 1-00 
bjbl, 630 pm.; Sun. 9:45811: am.. 
1215 4 ®30 pJR. ttn-fii at» am.; 
SO an Mocha, Parts 8th. Tet 01 42 27 
20 56 Aletrex Charles de Gauls - a* 


BUDAPEST 


CHRIST THE KN3 EucherBt Sun 9 All 
Suity School/ Nusay 1045 Sebastian 
HWz Sri 22 60323 FfenMuit, Gar. U1.2J 
MqusMSee. Tet 49 (0) 89560164 


LRC, meets gt Modes 2sfgmore1 
GimnaSum. Trahan ul 48-54, Sui. 
1 000 Tet 1613 


GENEVA 


WIESBADEN 


BULGARIA 


EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 20 (Ufl Ver- 
datae. Sunday wor sh ip 930 n German 
1(30 in Engfcti Tet (022) 3105039 


•'.CANNES 


HOLY TRWflY, rue du Canada behind 
I- the Carturd. 1030 every Surety. Tet 04 
S3 94 54 61. ChspMh Ian Banty 


ST AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY 
Sun. 10 am. FianMunsr Str. 3, 65189 
Wectatai Tet 49 (0) 611306674 


LB.O, World Trade Coder 38, Drahan 

TrotaBM BUs Study lO-Wnfep 11 

Jamas DiAs Pastor. Tet 971 - 2192 


GENEVA 


DARMSTADT - GERMANY 


THE EPISCOPAL CHURCHES 
OF EUROPE (Angficcm) 


EMMANUEL CHURCH 1st & 3rd Sun 10 
am Euchanst; 2nd S 49i Sun Monty 
Prayer. 3 rue de Morthow, 1201 Gene- 
va. StazotaU Tet 41 (Q) 22 732 80 7B 


LBLC, WMovleuchier SSr HM. 
DwmstadhGriBshtm, Bite Study Sgn. 
moo. Tet (0611) 941-0505 


AMERCAN CHWCH M PARS Ytaship 
11-00 am. 65 Qua! tfOrcay. Pans 7th. 
Bn 63 at door. Metre AtaraMsiceau or 

tnvsfCtes 


FRANKFURT 


TK AMERCAN CATHEDRAL OF THE 
HOLY TRNTY, Sun. 9 & 11. In Chinese 
Samoa ftancak aam lahOft 23 or 
Geoga V, 75008 Paris. Tsl 33 01 5323 
S4 00 Mei» Gsogs v pr Akita Mksu 


BRUSSELSWA7EBLOO 


ZURICH 


AU. SAWTS 1 CHURCH, Suv 11:15 ML 
(Stn SrfttoQ, w Stn 8am, 503 Odd- 
see de Latai. Ohata. Or. 81 r Gateau, 
1410 Rtatod Tet 3? (0)2 384 3556 


HTBWATUm CHRISTIAN raiOW- 
SHP. Ev.-MMftN Ganete. Sode- 
nerstr. 11-18. 83150 Bad Hoetuq. Suv 
day Rtasftpi Itawya SS. 1137 am. 

MsHnes Afttrtas, pmdt m. 

Lmy. CaNFR IB17M2728 


INTERHATWNAL Pratsstaat Church 
Engish ^making, wntsfep semce, Sun- 
day School t Itawy, antys 1130m 
SmsnMfflEsse a. 1st (171) 20552 


in in^rnaricpai Serves AssociaJ c 


briefly 


Rabin. In Mr. Netanyahu’s words, this is 
because they see him as '‘the culprit who 
did him in, who done him in." 

Mr. Netanyahu led the opposition 
Likud Parly when Mr. Rabin was 
murdered by a zealous rightist Israeli in 
1995, after political opposition to the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace accord nego- 
tiated in Oslo escalated into vicious in- 
citement against him. 

“Somebody had to be guilty,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “Guilty twice. Not only 
for the assassination tat guilty of the 
collapse of die messianic dream of peace 
that developed after Oslo. It clearly 
didn't work. 

“Buses were exploding in Israel 
There were more casualties from terror 
than happened in the previous 10 years. 
The dream was in danger, and then the 
bearer of the dream was assassinated and 
somebody had to be responsible.” 

Many, in fact, do still believe that Mr. 
Netanyahu behaved irresponsibly in the 
months before Mr. Rabin's assassina- 
tion, presiding over virulent rallies, such 
as one in which Mr. Rabin's effigy, in 
Gestapo uniform, was burned. But cur- 
rent attacks on Mr. Netanyahu focus 
rather on the supposed failures of char- 
acter he demonstrated as prime min- 
ister. 

Some of that opposition is quite fresh 
and drawn from firsthand experience. 
Two of his former cabinet members — 
former Defense Minister Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai and former Science Minister 
Benny Begin — are running agajnsr 
him. 

And two others have joined the lead- 
ership of opposing parlies — former 
Finance Minister David Levy with Mr. 
Barak, and former Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor with Mr. Mordechai in the new 
Center Party. 

Most of his critics, including Mr. 
Barak, describe Mr. Netanyahu as quick 




Russia Plans Sale 

OfS-300s to Libya 
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a» company flat 

in an interview pdto&n Mj. 

“Now that the United Nations 
sanctions against Tripoli m gen^ 
Libya will be the 

Yan Rodin-Sova of Defense Sys- 
tems told the daily Nezavisnnaya 

fyUT'C t fl i 

Hie ground-to-air ypisSll I 

rangeoi l 50 Jffionietws- Mr* Rodm- 
ruled out S-300 dcfiy^« to 

YngosJavia whileNATO 

are under way. (Reuters). 


Two Cambodians 
Face Prosecution 


David SSwumm/Rcasm 

Beiyamin Netanyahu, right, with Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon, weigh 
big questions Friday about moves to dose a PLO Jerusalem office. 


peace, all basically colluding to bring 
down a government which went for 
peace." 


The Labor Party, which bad promised 
to hold a "safety net" under Mr. Net- 


to betray his rightist convictions in the 
name of ambition. 


aayahu's government, withdrew its 
promise when he froze compliance with 
the Wye agreement late last year; 

Citing Palestinian violations of the 
accord, Mr. Netanyahu refused to with- 
draw Israeli troops from additional land 
in the West Bank, and he has been crit- 
icized by die Palestinians and the Amer- 
icans for stonewalling the process. 


Defiantly denying that he bears the 
responsibility for the freeze, Mr. Net- 


anyahu said he was ready to move for- 
ward at any time — if, he said, the 
Palestinians would take appropriate 
steps toward cracking down oa terror- 
ism. 

But, Mr. Netanyahu said, YasserAra- 
fat, the Palestinian leader, is unwilling to 
move the process ahead. 

“He's basically sitting on tire side- 
lines waiting for the elections," Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “Arafat and the Pal- 
estinian Authority have made only a 


modest effort to hide the fact that they’d 
like to see Barak and a compliant Israeli 
government" 

Mr. Netanyahu said he believed that 
Mr. Arafat was suppressing terrorist ac- 
tivity during the election campaign be- 
cause he understood that an act of ter- 
rorism would push the issue of security 
to the forefront, helping Mr. Netan- 
yahu. 

Asked if that did not portend a spate of 
terrorism in the event of his re-election, 
the prime minister said: "Quite the con- 
trary. He’d know ifaai he has to negotiate 
with a firm government that's witting to 
give him things — not on the scale of 
Labor — provided he kept his side of the 
bargain.” 

Mr. Netanyahu said he believed that 
Mr. Arafat had matured from "a great 
practitioner of terror for many decades" 
Into “not doing that anymore." 

But Mr. Netanyahu indicated that he 
was reluctant to trust him as a partner in 
peace, and that he remains distrustful of 
the Palestinians’ acceptance of Israel 
and of their motivations at die nego- 
tiating table. 


PHNOM PENH — The Khmer , 
Rouge leaders Khieu Sampfaan and 
Noon Ghea will most Hkely free 
criminal charges in Cambodian 
courts. Prime Minister Hun Sea sma ■ 
in an interview broadcast Friday. 

vestigating Ta 

Khmer Rouge military chief, would . 
also most likely level charges 
against Mr. Khieu Samphao, the 
former head of state, and Mr. Nuon 
Chea, the ideology czar. ; 

Mr. Hun Sen said bn state-run ‘ 
television that "because the scale of 
the genocide is so great,” the two 
could not avoid prosecution. He had 
previously said that trying dtem - 
would lead to a civil war. (AFP) 


UN Slap at Cuba 


GENEVA — The UN Human 
Rights Commission narrowly voted : 
Friday to criticize Cuba’s record, 

backing a motion put forward by the . 
Czech Republic and Poland. 

Twenty-one countries, including • 
the United States and several Euro- : 
pean states, backed the resolution. 
Twenty, including Russia and » 
China, voted against it, and 12 ab- , 
stained. (AP) ' 


For the Record 


The European Union said Fri- 
day that it was preparing to cut all 
but humanitarian ties with Niger 
following the assassination of that 
country’s president, Ibrahim Bare 
Mainassara, in a coup. (AFP) 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


French Widen Security on Kosovo 


PARIS (AFP) — Interior Ministe r Jean-Pierre Chevene- 
ment announced Friday that he was increasing security in 
public places in France because of the Kosovo crisis. 

“We are taring additional precautions without getting into 
an unwarranted atmosphere of psychosis," Mr. Ghevenement 
said, adding that the added security measures would be in 
place by Saturday. He said it was unlikely that the Balkans 
conflict would have any repercussions in trance but that 
precautionary measures were nonetheless needed. 

The increased security measures, including additional 
troops in public areas such as train stations and airports, are 


ciatiott, and will put the need for air traffic management “at its 
absolim minimum." 


Corrections 


Storms Hamper United Airlines 


An article in Friday’s editions about management chang 
at Korean Air rnischaractoized die new position of Shim 
Taek. He is the president of the airline. 


An article in Wednesday's editions about the folk group 


Muzsikas misspelled the name of the singer Marta Sebestyen. w hile rain slowed operations at O’Hare Intematioual Airport 


WEATHER 


Forecast for Sunday through Tuesday, as provided by AcoiWeattar. Asia 
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part of the so-called Vigipfrate plan, created in 1978 and put 
iolo effect after a series of timeriatatCacks in the French capital 
In 1995 by Islamic fundamentalists. 


Asian Flight-Pattern Shift for Y2K 


SINGAPORE (AP) — Airlines in the Asia-Pacific region 
will switch to simplified flight patterns cm Dec. 31 to avoid 
problems with the Year 2000 . computer bug, officials said 
Friday. “For New Year’s Eve there will be a plan that’s going 
to simplify the traffic patterns," said David Behrens, an 
assistant director at the International Air Transport Asso- 


CHICAGO (Bloomberg) — United Airlines canceled 450 
flights, or about 20 percent of its daily worldwide service, op 
Thursday as severe storms in Denver and Chicago struck the 
world's largest airline’s two biggest hubs. 

A snowstorm blanketed the Denver International Airport, 
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Wurther Fallout: Gun Lobby Suffers Reverses in Colorado and Beyond 


By James Brooke 
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.on the defensive uj lawsuits, outrage over Amer- 
C s . Woi ?t w g& spbool shooting In modem his^ 

V *&■"!« foe gun debate, bolstering the 

political power of gun-control advocates. V 
' “ Colorado, where three bills advocated by 
.the gun lobby had been expected to become law 
^within days, Colorado state legislators hastily 
■D I f? l £ ew two of rhe:m Thursday and Governor 
^U1 Owens unexpectedly promised to veto the 
;uurd. 

• Mayor Wellington Webb has asked the Na- 
.tional Rifle Association to’ cancel its nat-imm 
meeting in Denver, scheduled to start April 30 
■Spuming an estimated $18 million in spending’ 

.by the conventioneers, toe mayor on Thursday 
•said: “We don’t want you here." 

In California on.Thursday, the Assembly ft>- 
jexpectedly voted to approve a bill intended to 
.curb handgun trafficking, limiting sales to otve 
Jhandgun per person eatto month. 

| In Honda on Wednesday, the House tabled a* 

(bill designed to stop -localities’ suing gun man- 
ufacturers. In /yizona. Governor Jane Hull ve- 
>toed simikriegislation. And in rnmrr j^ Governor - 

» - . . - ‘ 

Bombs Raise Fears 


- V "■ Jp ■ ■ . W ^ PiHiV. q H. | |A«M a bill 

that would require adults to store guns at home 
with trigger lexis' or in locked cabinets. 

The pm industr y r emains ft Tywwrful IfiVihy in 

state governments, and it is likely that at least 
some of the recent measures w01 be resmrected 
when toe publicity surrounding die shootings in 
Littleton, a Denver suburb, subsides. 

John Vefleco, a spokesman for Gun Owners of 
America, a Virginia-based group that is allwt 
with the National Rifle Association, said Thurs- 
day, “Unfortunately, there are going to be politi- 
cians who are going to climb over the bodies of 
the victims and pursue an agenda." 

- Bat the- reverses mark a break in the mo- 
mentum of the rifle association a nd y rmii ar 
groups, which in recent months have sought laws 
that would allow citizens in some states to carry 
.concealed weapons. 

The carnage Ttieaday also derailed efforts by the 

in lishW r mtin n fL... ■ — - — * » - 1 - 



laws. Moreover, it may give new vigor. to pro- 
poneats of lawsuits against gnn manufacturers. 

“What we are seeing out of this teagetfy,” said 
Joe Sudbay, state-legislative director for Hand- 
gun Control Inc., a group based in Washington, 
“is that legislators are listening to their con- 
stituents and not the NRA.” 


“Around the country, the same thing is hap- 
pening. People are just fed up.* * 

Two weeks ago, .before the massacre: at 
Columbine High School, Missouri voters de- 
cided against overturning the state’s constitu- 
tional ban on concealed weapons. Even though 
the rifle association outspent its opponents by 
nearly 5 to 3, voters rejected the idea, 52 percent 
to 48 percent. Political analysts attributed the 
defeat to a large turnout of middle-class Re- 
publicans from toe suburbs of Sl Louis, a con- 
stituency on which, in the past, the rifle as- 
sociation could rely. 

“The gun lobby has been losing influence over 
the past number of years, so they have focused 
their energies on state legislatures,” Mr. Sudbay 
said, adding that no state had liberalized con- 
cealed-permit laws since 1 996. He said that Neb- 
raska, Kansas and New Mexico also had defeated 
concealed- weapons bills this year. 

Colorado witnessed share debate over the past 
month on its three gun bills, which would have 
loosened restrictions on permits for concealed 
weapons, banned local lawsuits against weapon 
manu f acturers and preempted local ordinances 


on firearms. 

’‘Concealed Guns Mew Go Anywhere,” was a 
Page 1 headline in the Denver Post last month 
after the House approved loosening restrictions 
on concealed weapons. After a public outcry, the 
front page three days later said, “Protests Knock 
Schools Off Weapons Bill.'* 

In Jefferson County, which includes Littleton 
and where toe two shooters lived and went to 
school, there are no local ordinances restricting the 
use of guns. Federal law bars most firearms sales 
to minors, and state law bars carrying fir e ar ms into 
schools except for educational purposes. 

While many Colorado residents have reacted 
to the Littleton massacre by calling for tighter 
gun controls, some say the shootings bolster their 
arguments for concealed- weapons permits. 

“When you make places like school off-limits 
to the honest carrying people — those who have 
gone through the background checks, the training 
— you create a killing ground for those who are 
inclined to do so,** said Bill Dietrick, a rifle- 
association member from Colorado who lobbied 
hard for toe three bills. “They know there is no 
resistance.” He suggested allowing afew trained 
adults, perhaps the principal and some teachers, 
to cany handguns at school. 

The debate has become sharper in Colorado, 


where grieving residents are driving by a large 
billboard on which Charlton Heston, president of 
the rifle association, urges passers-by. “Join 
me.” 

On Thursday, Representative Diana DeGetie. 
Democrat of Colorado, asked Representative 
J.C. Watts Jr., Republican of Oklahoma, to can- 
cel his speaking appearance at the rifle asso- 
ciation’s convention. Referring to Littleton, she 
wrote, “Your appearance and the controversy 
surround toe NRA would throw salt into those 
wounds.*’ 

Predicting demonstrations, one state senator 
urged the association to '‘cancel it totally, go 1 
somewhere else.” 

“They are not welcome,” Pat Pascoe of Den- 
ver said “This shouldn’t add to the torture of the ■ 
families.” 

The rifle association has announced (hat it 
would scale back toe planned three-day event to 
one day and cancel an seminars, luncheons and 
exhibitions by vendors and gun makers. 

Mr. Heston and Wayne LaPierre, the orga- 
nization’s executive vice president, sent a letter 
to members explaining that the steps had been 
ft* ten “to show our profound sympathy and 
respect for the families and communities in the 
Denver area in their time of great loss.” 



[Police Defend Response to Assault 


By Brian Knowlton 
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i WASHINGTON -—The govern or of Colorado said Friday, 
{after touring tbe high school where two students killed 13 
; people in a shooting spree and then themselves, that in- 
i vestigators were almost certain that toe assailants .had help. 

! Law enforcement officials, meanwhile, defended them- 
< selves against accusations that they reacted too slowly to the 
i assault, which unfolded over more than four hours Tuesday. 

\ President Bill Clinton announced that toe Justice Depart- 
; merit was making $L5 million available in part to help the 
! victims and family members by defraying the costs of funerals, 
; medical expenses and grief counseling. The initiative would 
■help Littleton and other citieshirepolice for the schools. 

; “There are backpacks with bombs in there everywhere,” 
; Governor Bill Owens said in Littleton, Colorado, standing 
•outside Columbine High School “The officers in there are 
! convinced there had to be more people involved.” 

; On Thursday, the police discovered a 20-ponnd bomb made 
■ of two propane tanks wired to a gasoline can in a bag in the 
! Columbine kitchen, next to toe cafeteria, where some 300 
■students wfcre eating lunch when the attack began. 

* Packed in a duffel bag and surrounded with nails and BB 

j gnn pellets for maximmn damage, flie device was large enough 

J to destroy “a good part of toe school,” an explosives expert 
' said. That increased suspicions thaltbe two gunmen, identified 
las Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan KJeboId, 17, had help. 

» Authorities, have found more than 30 other unexploded 
! bombs in and near the school 

T The number of bombs did not necessarily indicate the two 
'gunmen had accomplices, federal agents noted. They said 30 
of the simple devices could be assembled by two persona in a 
few hours, using iaexpccaivc r^a^ls avaxtehferat hardware 
arKTsporti^ goods stores.' — 

More thanlSGpoliceasd security agents are investigating 
toe assault, the worst 'U-S.* school. They have 

• conducted more than 500 mterviews. 

- Mr. Harris and Mr: KfcboM were members of a group that 
i^ediiself toe Trcnchcoat Mafia,an all--njale clique drawn to 
themes of white supremacy and Nazism. ■ 

• Parents and: family members in toe Denver suburb con- 
tinued to raise agonized questions about whether the calamity 
somehow could have been avoided, or its costs lessened. 

-* The drama dragged on for horns from when the gasmen 
burst into toe school at lunchtime Tuesday, riling shotguns 
'and handgun s aid tossing pipe bombs, until specialty trained 
SWAT teams finally rescued the last survivors and found toe 

gunmen’s bodies, qmarendy suicides. ■ 

Amid criticism of their seeming slow-going approach, 
police officials vigorously defended themselves. 

An aimed deputy assigned to the school exchanged fire with 
one of (he assauaats # toe beginning of ttte attack, police said. 
Within two minutes of the first 911 emergency phone call, 
seven law enforcement officers began arriving and entered toe 
bonding. Two shot an the gunmen but missed. 

It. was 90 minutes, however, before SWAT teams again 
entered the school and more than two hours later before they 
found 12 bodjesinthe school library, among them those ofMr. 
Harris and Mr. KJebokL _ 

The authorities said that it would, hffre been irresponsibly 
risky to SWAT te am s into a smoke-filled building 
without first coordinating their actions and learning more 
about toe threat. . - 

Although many students said that they immediately sus- 
pected toeTrenchcoai Mafia when they learned of the attack, 
school officials insisted Friday that they had no cause to view 
the group as potentially violent 

In February, Mr. Harris and Mr. KJebdld had been released 
from a juvenite-court supervision program after they had 
broken into a van and were arrested on minor charges of 
crhninal mischief, theft and trespass. 

% Meanwhile, copycat actions elsewhere led to school evac- 
uations and closings in several states. 

- In Washington state* a high school student in Prosser was 
arrested for allegedly threatening to blow up his scbooL In 
Palmdale, Cahfarma, two hi gh sch ool students who made 
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Nick Foss, a senior who saved four adults by pushing them into hiding, hugging a friend at 
a wake for Daniel Rohrbough, 15, who was shot while holding open an exit door for others. 


Republicans Give Up Voters Seem to Want 
On Social Security A Man for President 


WASHINGTON — Republican 
leaders in toe House have abandoned 
the idea of malting fundamental 
changes in Social Security before toe 
next election, just as toe top Repub- 
licans on the House Ways and Means 
Committee were patting the final 
touches on a plan to base the retire- 
ment program partly on private in- 
vestments. 

Several Republican House mem- 
bers said they had been told by their 
party *s leaders in meetings and private 
conversations this week that trying to 
overhaul the Social Security system 
would create a serious political risk far 
Republicans without any likelihood of 
reward. 

Republicans who have met with the 
party leaders said they were told that 
polls commissioned by the party in- 
dicated that among people who felt 
very strongly about Social Security 
one way or the other, many more were 
skeptical about the Republicans' plan 
than were favorable toward toe idea. 

The Republicans said they were 
also told there was little point in taking 
the political risk of voting for changes 
in the most popular program created 
by toe government when there was 
little likelihood that the Senate would 
follow suit (1VTTJ 


WASHINGTON — In the shadow 
of the Kosovo crisis, American voters 
are looking for a man or woman well 
versed in foreign and defense policy in 
next year’s presidential election — 
and they seem to prefer a man. 

A Reuters poll conducted by Zogby 
International found 80 percent of Re- 
publicans and 77 percent of Demo- 
crats believed foreign policy and de- 
fense expertise was “very important” 
in their next presidential choice. 

Tbe poll found that 16 percent of 
Democrats and 28 percent of Repub- 
licans did not think a woman could 
handle defense and military issues as 
well as a man. (Reuters) 

Quote /Unquote 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, comment- 
ing on toe school shootings in 
Littleton, Colorado, as she visited 
Niagara Falls, New York: “We have 
to be willing to talk about the culture 
of violence that infects the lives of our 
children. The constant exposure to vi- 
olence on TV, in toe movies, on video 
games, in music — there’s much too 
much evidence that children get de- 
sensitized. There’s so much of it 
We're awash in it” ( WP 1 
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VIOLENCE: It’s Everywhere inthe Culture, It’s Celebrated audit’s More Gruesome Than Ever 
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Prosecutors in Chicago 
«ay they are confident that 
ihis lime they have charged 
the right person with murder- 
ing an 11 -year-oM.girl — a 
crime initially blamed on two 
~4ittle boys. Floyd Durr, 30, 
Already accused in- three at- 
tacks on young giris, was 
charged with first-degree 
-murder, criminal sexnal as- 

jsault and kidnapping in toe 
death of Ryan Harris. (API 

“•Army investigators ex- 
-ammed wrecfctte from a 

* i. 1 1 t, TMl 


; ron ’ 

» killing seven soldiers ana m- 
J juring four. (AP) 

! •Governor . Jeb 

l Florida has asked President 

1 Bill Clinton to declare an 

l emergency in 61 
! Mr. Bush requested federal 
l funds for toe counties bo- 
toe fires dxat tove 
J more toan 240,000 
acras 196,000 hectares) tog 
year will likely continue until 
the stale gels rain. (AP) 


•Russell Eugene Weston 
Jr_, who is accused of slaying 
two Capitol’ HID police of- 
ficers last summer, is not 
competent to stand trial a 
judge has inletL Mr. Weston 
told a psychiatrist that he 
opened fie in the Capitof be- 
cause he was after “toeiulty 
satellite,” , a device he said 
was kept in a Senate safe and 
is key to ending - cannibal- 
jsm. (AP) 

•Seattle’s 4,000 teachers 
and classroom assistants 
tout down the school system : 
in a one-day protest against 
what they called inadeqn&te; 
pay increases 'for -toe -last six 
years. One-day protests- were 
held in more than 30 other 
districts: during toe week. 

. fNFTJ 

•Health officials in New 
York were investigating toe 
failure of a kidney trans- 
planted info a 67-year-old 
loan tear the- surgeon admits 


Contfoued from Page Y 

society interrelate,” said 
Douglas Brode, a professor of 
film at Syracuse University 
and author of 18 books on 
movies. “And not just film 
but music, video games, all of 
it There is a connection. 

“It may be tangential; it 
may be tight,” he said. 
' ‘Nobody knows for sure.”. . 

-It is surety one of toe great 
debates of tors decade: Does 
the culture simply reflect the 
dark, decadent tunes in which 
we live? Oris society the way 
it is because the proprietors of 
culture have run amok? 

Take “Basketball Diar- 
ies,” toe 1995 movie based 
on Jim Carroll ’s autobio- 
graphical book about his 
tumble from New York City 
high-school basketball star to 
heroin addict In tbe fQm 
there is a dream sequence in 
which Leonardo DiCaprio, 
wearing an ankle-length 
black-leather coat and bran- 
dishing a 3-foot-long (1 -me- 
ter) rifle, walks into his 
high-school classroom and 
starts blowing away students. 
One by one. In stow motion. 
To a score of rock music. 
Kills his teacher, too. 

His friends in toe class are 
saluting each other with cel- 
ebratory high fives and laugh- 
ing. 

So was Bryan Gohiboss, the 
screenwriter, drafting from 
reality to make his screenplay 
authentic? Or was his creation 
copied by real students in 
Littleton, Colorado, who ware 
real trench coats and blew 
away their real peers? 

- “Basketball Diaries” 
already was rated as a factor 
in the shooting two years ago 
of three students in West Pa- 
ducah, Kentucky. Authorities 
said the 14-year-old shooter 
in that incident may have 
planned his attack after 
watching the movie. 

In toe wake of this latest 
tragedy, Mr. Brode urges tak- 
ing a wide look. ' 

“Tbe way I see it,” he said, 
“is there is not more darkness 
or more lightness than before. 
It’s that everything is more 
extreme today. The middle is 


gone. The darkness is- darker 
titan before.” 

to the past six years, as 
computing power has in- 
creased, computer games 
have become horrifically 
realistic and horrifically vi- 
cious. An entire genre of 
games, called “first-person 
shooters.” encourages the 
player to dismember mon- 
sters and slay people. 

The trend began with 
“Wolfenstein 3D,” a game in 
which an American soldier in 
a Nazi prison most kill Hitler- 
like people to survive. Today 
there are such games as 
* 'Postal,” in which toe goal is 
to slaughter bystanders. 

The cover of the game 
“Blood U" promises: “Over 
30 screamingly fast totally 
immersive blood-soaked 
levels! Run a savage gauntlet 
of multiplayer mayhem from 
BioodFeud to BloodBath for 
Maximum Bloodshed!” 

Mike Davila, editorial di- 
rector of Game Week, a trade 
magazine, said: “They're in- 
credibly violent, and they're 
toe most popular games on 
PCs right now. The object is 
to kill people; you see chunks 
of the body flying in different 
directions.” 

Eric Harris, one of toe 
shooters in Littleton, re- 
portedly was an expert player 
of Doom, a shooter game in- 
troduced in 1994 by id Soft- 
ware of Texas. Doom’s mar- 
keting strategy was hard to 
resist The game was given 
away over the Internet. Play- 
ers could customize their 
killing rooms, selecting from 


a cache of weapons. They 
could add new levels by pay- 
ing for software. 

At least a half-million cop- 
ies of Doom were sold or dis- 
tributed. Doom led to Quake, 
a $50 game that has sold 
about 700,000 copies. 

The similarity between 
such high-tech pursuits and 
the high-school slaughter was 
obvious to Joe Rosenthal, an 
editor of Rolling Stone's 
on-line service: “ft’s as if 
these kids were playing a 
game of Doom, going from 
room to room, shooting people 
up. using multiple weapons.” 

Mr. Rosenthal was among 
those sifting for clues in the 
lyrics Eric Harris left behind 
is his America Online user 
profile. The lyrics were from 
the band KMFDM, which re- 
leased its final album Tues- 
day. Some are brutal and ni- 
hilistic — “Iron will” 
“Born to loll" and the like — 
but no more shocking than 
hard-core rap music or any 
other forms that have flour- 
ished since the advent of punk 
music in the 1970s. 

Much armchair analysis 
dealt with the subculture of 
Goto music, a genre charac- 
terized by gloomy lyrics and a 
poetic fascination with 
misery. Goth rock captures 
teenage angst, its adherents 
say, and does not promote vi- 
olence. 

“If wearing black makes 
you Goto, then Johnny Cash 
must be awfully Goto,” said 
Sam Rosenthal owner of the 
Label Projekt, whose Goth 
acts include Love Spirals 


Downwards and Black Tape 
for a Blue Lady. 

Increasingly, musicians 
most push the edges of taste 
because it is truly difficult to 
shock their audiences. When 
your parents grew up with 
rock and roll and still flock to 
concerts by the Rolling 
Stones, how do you rebel 
against them? 

The slide to the shocking 
takes many forms. You can 
see it in “professional wres- 
tling.” whose televised 
stompfests bring a ratings 
bonanza. You can see it in 
cartoons such as “South 
Park,” “Futurama,” which 
Tuesday night featured a 
planet run by robots whose 
goal is to kill all humans, a nd 
“Family Guy,” a cartoon 
about an infant neo-Nazi who 
keeps killing people. 

Dark themes pervade the 
comic-book industry, too. The 
trend started in 1986, accord- 
ing to some industry watchers, 
with “Batman: The Dark 
Night Returns” and “WaidH 
man.” In one, Batman ruth- 
lessly kills off bad guys to 
clean up the city. The other is 
a murder mystery in which 
someone keeps snuffing out 
superheroes who are found to 
be flawed characters. 


“Both were hugely influ- 
ential,” said Joel Poilick. the 
owner of Big Planet Comics 
in Bethesda, Maryland. 
“They both had a very dark 
vision.” 

More recently there have 
been such over-the-edge 
comic books as “Preacher," 
in which child abuse and bes- 
tiality are subtexts and ob- 
scenities and blood flow. 

Fashion is not exempt. 

In March 1 996, toe British 
designer Alexander Mc- 
Queen showed his work in 
New York for the first time. 
As a setting, he chose a 
darkened synagogue, an im- 
posing structure with sharp 
angles and filled with flick- 
ering candles. Azzudst a dis- 
play of corseted jackets and 
asymmetrical hemlines were 
such accessories as a 
half-mask adorned with a cru- 
cifix and a silver “crown of 
thorns.” Subsequent collec- 
tions have included metal leg 
braces and arm cuffs. 

The fashion industry has 
for years been enamored with 
the dark side of life, the 
murky underground and a ni- 
hilistic sensibility. A gener- 
ation of young designers has 
stepped into toe foreground 
with a doomsday vision of the 


future; their work is marked 
by a black palette, a fetishist 
relationship to sexuality and a 
view of the environment as 
hostile, even deadly. 

This dark view of toe world 
is one of the most powerful 
examples of the way in which 
fashion acts as a sponge, with 
designers pointedly absorb- 
ing inspiration from music, 
the nightclubs and the street. 

Designers such as Olivier 
Theyskens, Veroniqtie Bran- 
quinho and Mr. McQueen all 
have grown up on a steady 
diet of visions of gunplay and 
rampant, sometimes eroti- 
cized, violence. 

Just like the teenage shoot- 
ers of this decade. 
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From Paris to Milan, from New York 
to Tokyo, fashion editor Suzy 
Menkes covers the fashion front. 
With additional reporting on 
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The Baffle for Kosovo/ Hit in the Middle of a Newscast 




WATO Missiles Wreck State Television Center in Belgrade 


By Steven Erlanger 

New York Tana Service 


BELGRADE — NATO knocked Serbian state 
television off the air in the middle of a newscast 
Friday, leaving the building that housed the gov- 
! eminent propaganda apparatus in names. 

; Ten people died, 1 8 were wounded and 10 others 
were missing and apparently trapped in the nibble, 
said the Yugoslav Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
Nebojsa Vujovic. 

The attack on the television building followed a 
more surprising direct strike at President Slobodan 
Milosevic, when three NATO missiles devastated 
his residence, a villa in the elite Dedinje district at 
15 Uzicka Street, the most famous address in 
Belgrade because Marshal Tito lived there. 

: NATO had been debating for weeks whether or 
not to destroy state television. Warnings went out 


this week to American television correspondents to 
stay outof the complex at iOTakovska Street, in the 


heart of the city. 

- State television has been the main source of 
immediate news and film footage for Western 
television correspondents. 

Zeljko Pantebc, an anchorman for state tele- 


vision, said Friday that be felt reborn Friday, but not 
converted. 

At about 2:20 Aid, he was at the station when 
NATO missiles took it temporarily off the air, 
attempting to silence the voice of the Yugoslav 
government He and a group of 10 other journalists 
heard two explosions, one after the other. 

“Everything crashed,” he said. “There was no 
way out There was smoke everywhere, ft was 
terrible; people were screaming. It was like a night- 
mare.*' 

By 8 A.M., roughly six hours later, Radio Tele- 
vision Serbia was back on the air, transmitting from 
an alternative site prepared long ago, as rescue 
workers and firefighters continued to try to save 
any survivors and locate the bodies of the dead 
“I’m very, very lucky,” Mr. Pantelic said 
adding, “I was bom again.” 

But he said he was unconvinced by NATO’s 
rationale for such destruction. 

“This bombing must stop now,” be said “Ail 
our people. Subs and ethnic Albanians, now think: 
Stop bombing, right now/* 

Prednig Djuricic, a 25-year-old sou n d m an, was 
editing the news when there was a “huge det- 
onation and everything went completely dark.” 


There were eight peopkwito him. he said Friday P 


in a Belgrade hospital, where he was being treated 
for wounds. “We were lucky.” he said. “We 


Retried 

to findan exit with a lighter, and wefinaBy managed 
to crawl outside and get down over the rabble.” 
Svetlana. Radosevic, a sports journalist for the 
station, was notin the building, but said that five of 
her friends are believed to have died there. “If yon 
thfnk I He, you don't have to kill me to prove I'm 
lying,” she said. “I’m in shock, my workplace 
doesn’t exist anymore.” 

NATO and UJ5.' officials defended the attack in 
harsh taros as an effort to undermine die regime of 
the Yugoslav president, Slobodan Milosevic. 

TV is as mnch a part of Milosevic’s murder 
machine as his military is,” said the Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon. “The media is one of 
the pillars of Milosevic’s power machine. It is right 
up mere with security forces and the military.” 

But Yugoslav officials said that NATO was 
simply trying to destroy the free marketplace of 
ideas and ensure that only one side’s '‘propa- 
ganda” could be propagated. 

‘‘This attempt to dig out our eyes and cat off our 
ears so that you will be exposed only to one side, to 
the factory of lies, will not be successful/’ said the 


foreign Ministry spokesman, NebojsaVujcmc. 
•Tms is a new step to silence the troth, 

s «rvf rtf 


to 


monopolize the situation and to sideline not only 
Yugoslav journalists, your colleagues, butalso 
yourselves,” Mr. Vujovic said, noting that foreign 
television journalists needed themfiastrnctnre ol 
yfatft televirion to file their own stones. 

However, that point was true only becanse Ser- 
bian authorities have generally banned television 
companies from sending their own material tfaronffh 
their own equipment without prior censorship- 

Still, a senior Serbian journalist wori^_fora 
Western agency said Friday that he thought NATO 
had crossed an ambiguous moral line. 

“NATO began in a very precise, slow way bur 
now seems to have lost the distinction between 
military and civilian targets and aims,” he said. 

■ Goman Seized by Yugoslavs as a Spy 

Yugoslavia has accused a detained Ge rman tele- 
vision reporter of spying, the Foreign Ministry in 
Bonn said Friday, The Associated Press reported. 
Hans-Peter Schmtzler, die Southeast Europe cor- 


respondent far the SAT-1 network, was being held 

by Yugoslav military police at an unknown location, 
said a German spokesman, Andreas Mkhaelis. 


A Look Back to NATO’s Humble Birth 

Fear of Russia in War-Weakened Europe Laid Alliance’s Groundwork 




By R. W. Apple Jr. 

New York Times Service 


WASHINGTON — The North At- 
‘lantic Treaty Organization, whose 50th 


anniversary will be ceremonially com- 
iratedl 


memorated by the leaders of its 19 mem- 
■ber nations here this weekend, was the 
brainchild of a portly, rough -hewn 
''former trade union leader with an ele- 
mentary education, the illegitimate son 
of a serving girl. 

His name was Ernest Bevin, and he 
•was Britain's foreign secretary. 

. In the anxious early days of 1948, 
'with Czechoslovakia slipping under 
Communist sway and West Berlin 
blockaded, he feared that the Soviet Un- 
ion would pick off the nations of West- 
ern Europe one by one. 

The Continent's only real hope, he 
^concluded, lay across the Atlantic. Bev- 
iin therefore proposed to the British Cab- 
;inet on Jan. 8 “that we should seek to 
•form with the backing of the Americas 
land the dominions a Western democratic 
'‘system comprising Scandinavia, the 
•Low Countries, France, Italy, Greece 
land possibly Portugal.” “As soon as 
^circumstances permit,” he added, “we 
•should, of course, wish to include Spain 
land Germany, without whom no West- 
ern system can be complete.” 

I That was the kernel of die idea. With 
J minor modifications, it grew to become 
;the North Atlantic Treaty Orgamzation, 

I the centerpiece of the allied containment 
Jpolicy. 

i “It was superb idea, aud it turned out 
Ito be a superb a&dmpEshmenC^ said 
| Lucius Battle, now 80. an American 
•diplomat who was present when the 
'treaty establishing the organization was 
Jsigned on April 4, 1949. “Surprising, in 
<a way. It was not at all clear, and there 
Iwas by no means universal agreement. 
Jthat it was the right way to go.” 

• After some initial hesitation, the 
1 American secretary of state, George 
[Marshall, who had served as the U.S. 
•railitaiy chief of staff dining World War 
ID, and his discreet, patrician under sec- 
retary, Robert Lovett, came to agree with 
I Bevin. (At one early stage, Lovett ac- 
cused the British of “asking us to pour 
■concrete before we see the blueprints.”) 

I They oversaw months of negotiations 
{that produced a draft by Christinas. 

■ Marshall ’s successor. Dean Acheson, 

| pushed the talks to a conclusion in 1949 
■and won Senate approval with the in- 
dispensable help of Senator Arthur 
{Vandenberg Republican of Michigan, 
{who had once been a dyed-in-the-wool 
(isolationist. 

! But the real American midwife of die 


new organization, the first major mil- 
itary alliance the United States had ever 
joined in peacetime, was a career dip- 
lomat named John Hickerson. Unknown 
to the public thea, and all but forgotten 
now, Hickerson, a wry, 50-year-old Tex- 
an who had worked his way through die 
University of Texas at Austin, in part by 
s hining shoes, championed the concept 
within the bureaucracy. 

Ultimately he persuaded Marshall, 
and through him. President Harry Tru- 
man. of the importance of the principle 
that became Article 5 of the North At- 
lantic Treaty: An armed attack on any of 
the signing countries would be con- 
sidered an attack on all 

That, be believed, would provide tile 
tight links between Europe, tire United 
States and Canada that Bevin sought. 
For most of the rest of 1948. while 
President Truman was staging the whirl- 
wind campaign that produced bis upset 
victory inNovember, Hickerson and his 
No. 2 in the State Department’s Bureau 
of European Affairs, Theodore Achilles, 
labored in the shadows with Hume 
Wrong of Canada and senior European 
diplomats to pound a treaty into shape. 

That it could be done was remarkable. 


It is an iron rule of American politics that 
lame-duck presidents — those nearing 
the ends of their terms — take few 
initiatives. Those they do take almost 
always misfire. Truman, seen as a sure 
loser to Thomas Dewey, not only laid the 
groundwork for NATO but also insti- 
tuted the Marshall Plan. 

Bat those were extraordinary times. 
The allies were keeping Berlin alive only 
with an airlift of unprecedented dimen- 
sions. On March 10, 1948, the body of 
Jan Masaryk, the Czechoslovak foreign 
minister, was found dead on the pave- 
ment outside his apartment. 

In Asia, General Douglas MacArthur 
was wanting that the imminent victory 
of Chinese forces “imperiled” die 
United States. And in Washington, the 
Red Scare was under way. On Dec. 15, 
Alger Hiss was indicted for p et j ur y. 

According to his biographer. Alan 
Bollock, Bevin was horrified that spring 
when a French minister told him the 
Russians would be in Paris by August 

The founding members were the 
United States, Britain, France, Canada, 
Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, Lux- 
embourg, Portugal, Iceland, Norway and 
Denmark. 


The 24-story Usee building 
containing offices of President 
Slobodan Milosevic's ruling 
Serbian Socialist Party was 
attacked Wednesday. 
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Milosevic Agrees to a Foreign Force , Russian Insists 


By Celestme Bohlen 

.New York Tutta Service' 


MOSCOW — President Slobodan Milosevic of 
Yugoslavia has given bis consent to an international 
military force in Kosovo. Russia’s special Balkans 
envoy, Viktor Chernomyrdin, insisted Friday, back in 
Moscow after eight hours of talks in Belgrade. 

Such a force would include Russian troops and 
would fly a United Nations flag, Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said, without adding any other details. 

"I think that what we have today is a big agree- 
ment,” be said. 

But in Belgrade, the Foreign Ministry spokesman. 
Nebojsa Vujovic. appeared to contradict Mr. 
Chernomyrdin. 

“The discussion about an international presence is 
nothing new,” Mr. Vujovic said at a news conference, 
apparently referring to an unarmed international mon- 
itoring force established in Kosovo- in October under 
tile auspices of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe but withdrawn before the 
NATO air strikes started March 24. 

“This time a different modality has been discussed 
and this is a United Nations unarmed presence in 
Kosovo,” he said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, a former prime minister, is the 
point man for Russia’s hopes of brokering a settlement 
in a war that has threatened to damage its relations with 
the West 

Mr. Chernomyrdin’s statement, made late Friday 


afternoon, was an attempt to clarify the confusion that 
had surrounded initial comments, made as be beaded 
home to Moscow late Tuesday night At that tune, he 
said Belgrade had agreed to an international presence, 
without specifying whether it would be aimed or 
unarmed. 

On Friday, asked to name the forces to be deployed 
in Kosovo, Mr. Chernomyrdin filled in the missing 
blanks. “There will be the military,” he said. “Cer- 
tainly, the military is being talked about. Which ci- 
vilians? The military will be there. A war continues 
there.” 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said Friday be would take the 



condition sefctjytius W< 

Vladimir Lukin, a former Russian ambassador to 
Washington and chainnag-af t fee Russian i*»hament’s 
foreign affairs committee, said another importantissue 
would be whether any Serbian security forces will be 
allowed to remain in. Kosovo. 

. “The difference between the parties concerned is 
whether a partial presence of the Yugoslav forces is 
expected, or if it is ruled out altogether,” he said. 

In Russia, where public -opinion, has been vehe- 
mently opposed to the NATO bombing, even tire 


proposals to NATO l ea d ers, although it is not clear slightest crack in Mr. Milosevic’s position was hailed 

place, as reason for hope. “Although the first react! 


when or where these consultations will take 
Another trip to Belgrade is also likely, he said. 

Mr. Milosevic in past negotiations has agreed to an 
international presence in Kosovo, which paved the way 
for the arrival last fall of observers from the OSCE. But 
he has opposed foreign troops on Serbian soiL 

NATO reaction to Mr. Chernomyrdin’s initial com- 
ments was cool, as both President Bill Clinton and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair of Britain said that Mr. 
Milosevic's concession fell well short of the murinnun 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization has sought No 
details on a future agreement emerged Friday. 

Earlier, the Russian news agency Interfax reported 
that the Russian proposal revolved around the future 
status of Kosovo, now a province inside die Serbian 
Republic, and the composition of a military force. 
Moscow, like Belgrade, has insisted on a stop to the 


treaction of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair was rather cautious, groand tor talks appeared for 
the first time,” said Vladimir Ryzhkov, a political ally 
of Mr. Chern o myrdin. t4 We hope NATO win not bring 
the matter to an impasse and will take the chance.” 

Even liberal Russian politicians approved of ^de- 
cision to boycott the 50th anniversary celebration of 
NATO in Washington. 

“In the wake or the havoc that NATO has wreaked 
in Yugoslavia, our cabinet did the right thing,” said 
Boris Nemtsov, head of the Young Russia move- 
ment 

The Russian Foreign Ministry on Friday accused 
NATO of violating human rights with its bombing 
campaign, citing provisions of the Cold War-era Hel- 
sinki Final Act 


■BLAIR: Marshaling Public Support for ‘a Just War’ Over Kosovo SUMMIT: Urgent War Council on Kosovo 


Continued from Page 1 


•on any territorial ambitions but on val- 
Jues,” Mr. Blair said. “We cannot let the 


[evil of ethnic cleansing stand. We must 
•not rest until it is reversed.” 


uer, the Greens party, and Socialist gov- 
ernments in Italy and Greece have had to 
work to contain domestic unease over 
the campaign. 

But in Britain, the operation enjoys 


| The hawkish activism represents the 
■culmination of Mr. Blair’s transforma- 
Jtion from a young anti-nuclear cam- 
{paigner of the early 1980s to a global 
realist of today. He has married his 
ideals, in the pursuit a so-called ethical 
foreign policy, with Britain’s traditional 
willingness to use military force. 

“It's amazing the degree to which he 
has been forward- leaning, ' ’ said Gordon 
Adams, deputy director of the Inter- 
national Institute for Strategic Studies in 
London. 

“This is a premier demonstration of 
an ethical foreign policy.” 

, This new activism bas parallels across 
much of Europe, where center-left gov- 
ernments have remained remarkably 
united behind the bombing campaign. 
But Mr. Blair’s unquestioned .authority 
sets him apart. 

In Germany, Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder has to worry about opposition 
ip the tombing from his coalition part- 


strong cross-party support, with polls 
showing that the public er 


endorses the 
bombing by a margin of nearly three to 
one. 

When die leader of the Scottish Na- 
tional Party dared to criticize the bomb- 
ing. the party’s support fell sharply in the 
polls, damag in g its hopes of winning 
control of the new Scottish Parliament in 
elections next month. 

“He is unique among European lead- 
ers,” said Jonathan Eyal. director of the 
Royal United Services Institute. “No 
other European leader has thought of 
doing what Blair did in going to 
NATO,” where Mr. Blair met with al- 
liance commanders in Brussels cm Tues- 
day, he said. 

Mr. Blair also enjoys unequaled ac- 
cess to the White House, thanks to his 
dose personal relationship with Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton on everything from 
welfare reform to collaboration over 
Northern Ireland. 

His credibility is equally high on the 


Continent because of his advocacy for 
giving Europe a larger defense role, 
which represented a major shift in Brit- 
ish policy. 

As a result, Mr. Blair has been able to 
voice European concerns to Washing- 
ton, such as saving a place for Russia in 
any protection force for Kosovo. His 
role also gives Mr. din ton political cov- 
er and support for any broadening of the 
war. 

“It’s very useful for Bill Clinton to 
have a John McCain at home because it 
gives him a pole to move toward,” Mr. 
Adams said, referring to the Arizona 
senator who has advocated the use of 


Continued from Page 1 


ground troops in Kosovo. “I think Tony 
Blair plays the same role in the alii- 


U.S. Aide Sees Serbian ‘Final Solution’ 


New York Tuna Service 
WASHINGTON — New evidence 
indicates that President Slobodan Mi- 
losevic of Yugoslavia Intends to 
sweep all ethnic Albanians out of 
Kosovo, allowing none to remain even 
in the province’s most sparsely pop- 
dated areas, according to the State 
Department's top authority on mil- 
itary atrocities. 

David Scheffer, who is U.S. am- 
bassador at large for war crimes is- 
sues. said in an interview that he had 
received clear evidenc that Serbian 


forces had attacked remote villages 


and expelled ethnic Albanians. 

Until now, some officials bad spec- 


ulated that after the ethnic Albanians 
had been rooted from the central and 
western parts of Kosovo, Mr. Milo- 
sevic might try to resolve the conflict 
by suggesting a partition that would 
allow him to control most of Kosovo 
and permit Albanians to re main in the 
eastern towns like Gnjilane. 

“It appears to be demonstrated now 
teat than is a ‘final solution* to ethnic 
cleansing,” Mr. Scheffer said. 


ance. 

“They have the highest regard for 
each other’s values and strategic think- 
ing,” said Philip Lader, U-ST ambas- 
sador to the Court of St. James’s. “You 
cannot exaggerate the candor and clarity 
of tire communications between the two 
of them.” 

In his Chicago speech, Mr. Blair said 
Kosovo showed that the traditional prin- 
ciple of noninterference in a sovereign 
country's affairs must be qualified. 

“Acts of genocide can never be a 
purely internal matter,” he said. 

To the extent that Mr. Blair has faced 
criticism, it has largely been questions of 
whether his policy and NATO's military 
strategy live up to his robust rhetoric. 

After NATO admitted mistakenly at- 
tacking a convoy of ethnic Albanian 
refugees in Kosovo last week, Mr. Blair 
dispatched his spokesman, Alastair 
Campbell, to NATO headquarters in 
Brussels to sharpen the alliances public 
relations effort. 

The move suggested that Mr. Blair 
saw the attack as “less a function of 
flawed military strategy titan an instance 
of media mismanagement, ’ ’ wrote 
Jonathan Freetflaad, a columnist in The 
Guardian newspaper. “The first priority 
was to re-spin the message.” 


sponse. Without saying that Mr. Clinton 
ted waffled in his cautions reactions to 
the overture, Mr. Blair seemed to be re- 
prising the role Prime Minis ter Margaret 
Thatcher was credited wife playing when 
thoi President George Bush hesitated ini- 
tially in reacting to Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait Prodded by Mrs. Thatcher, Mr, 
Bush then declared that the aggression 
would not stand and that Baghdad would 
be forced to disgorge Kuwait. 

Mr. Blair’s prominence showed how 
radically Kosovo has transformed the 
dynamics of the summit, letting Mr. 
Clinton take a bade seat publicly while 
Mr. Blair occupies the point position in 
urging greater boldness on the alliance. 
The reversal of roles was significant in 
revealing the political complexities of 
NATO's situation at its crucial s ummit 

As conceived and orchestrated for 
months, the NATO birthday party was to 
be an extravaganza showcasing Mr. 
Clinton. It was to be his “foreign policy 
moment,” officials used to say, casting 
Mr. Clinton in the starring role ai the 
biggest gathering of foreign leaders ever 
in Washington and projecting an image 
of him as the chief of a successful, 
growing alliance winch be had shifted 
from its old defensive posture to a new 
role as the regional polic eman fo and 
around Europe. 

In the event, the foreign leaders, no- 
tably Mr. Blair and his ministerial team, 
have functioned in Washington as a 
powerful chorus defending the Kosovo 
intervention, insisting that NATO has to 
finish the job and, m effect, lobbying 
Congress and American public opinion 
to give Mr. Clinton the political support 
he needs to escalate the allied war. 

“The summit that was supposed to 
glorify Mr. Clinton and make me Enro- 
peans listen to him has become the sum- 
mit where the Europeans come over to 
help Mr. Clinton rally support that he 
seems to need desperately to do any- 


thing,” a European source said. 

hi a similar vein, a U.S. official said 
that the United States seemed to be ap- 
proaching a bind in which die goal set 
out by the Write House, protecting 
NATO's credibility and positi oning th© 
alliance for tire future thank* to victory 
in Kosovo, would be jeopardized by Mr. 
Clinton’s reluctance to do what it took to 
win against Mr. Milosevic. 

“It T s a war being fought by polls,” a 
Satiate source said, ex plaining that the 
Clinton administration was ratdieting 
op toe U.S. war effort only incrementally 
as daily polls provided hints about bow 
to proceed. Almost minute verbal 
changes reflect the process, he said, cit- 
ing the way in which charges of rape 
have become more prominent in U.S. 
riietaric after polls showed its resonance. 
^Ethnic clean s ta g.” now deemed too 
sanitary sounding,” has started giving 
way to terms such as ethnic gutting and 
ethnic brutality. . 

Mr. Clinton's habit of introducing 
changes with small words smfeced on 
the summits eve when he for the first 
time said ala news conference that there 
are “scenarios” where ground troops 
could be used without a prior deal with 
Mr. Milosevic. Going even further, 
Robin Cook, the British, foreign seo 
rotary, said , at a joint news conference 
with Secretary of State Madeleine Al- 
bright that her' term, 4 ‘permissive ea- 
vronment,” left open the need to define 
permissive*’ and that leaders would do 
that ‘‘when toe moment came/’ ' 

^For the moment, officials said, the 
NATO summit seemed unlikely to go 
rartoer than an endorsement of the new 
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study about the use of ground troopsthat 
te being carried out by the alliance’s 


military commanders. 

■ EU Approves Oil Embargo 
The European Union formally «d- 
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‘Defending Peace 
Is NATO’s Goa!’ 


Following *** 

statements Friday at 
summit in Washington. : 


president Vadav Havd 


The alliance has been ini existence 
for 50 years now, audit is beyond an 

doubt that this association of Wea- 
em democracies, fin^ 
darity, has contributed to toe Sw 
that there has been no new wratd 
war during this period. • 

Has is the first summit ot toe 
alliance that is attended by repre- 
sentatives of its three new member 
countries that were membere of the 
Warsaw Pact no more than 10 years 

airo. Tire ealaigemeatcftbe all iance , 

which has begun with toearatoms- 
sion, signifies toe real and definitive 
end of toe imposed dhosion erf 
Europe and toe world, tire real and 
definitive fell of toe Iron Curiam, 
and the real and definitive demise of 

the so-called YaltoAnangenrem. 

To my country, this is one or the 
mart important nrenrents in its long 
and dramatic history. For toe first 
time ever, it is becoming part of a 
great security alliance which is 
based on the equality of its mem- 
bers, solidarity among them, and _a 
charaH determination to defend their 
shared values. . - 

On behalf of toe Czech Republic, 
I hereby declare that we are con- 

scious not only of toe assurances we 

have received with this affiliation, 
bat also of the responsibilities 
which it entails. 1 do so. not only as 
a representative of my country and 
as a European, but also as an in- 
habitant of this planet who desires 
that there be pease among the 
people and who understood that 
such peace can hardly be att ain e d 
without toe readiness to defend it 
against the farces of evil. 

President BffiCfinlon 


As we look to the future, we know 

that far toe first time in history, we 
have a chance to build a Europe 
truly undivided, peaceful, and free. 
But we know there are challenges to 
that vision — in the fragility of new 
democracies, in the proliferation of 
deadly weapons and terrorism and 
surely in the awful specter of ethnic 
cleansing in Southeast Europe. 


We are in Kosovo becanse we 
want to replace ethnic cleansing with 
totem oe and decency, violence 
with security, disintegration with 
restoration, isolation with integra- 
tion intotberest of the region and the 
Continent. We want Southeastern 
Europe tb travel the same road as 
"Western Europe half a century ago 
’.ufifl <3e5^ral Europe a decade ago. 

’ * Btft fundamentally there 

becanse 1 the alliance will not have 
meSifin^'fii the 21st century if it 
permits toe slaughter of innocents 
on its doorstep. This is not a ques- 


tion of territorial conquest or polit- 
ical domination, but standing for the 
values that made NATO possible in 
the first place. 

This is the mission of NATO at toe 
age of 5(J, on the edge of a new 
coituty. determined to reach forward 
into toe future with a united con- 
tinent, with a collective defease, re- 
training open to new members from 
Baltics to toe Black Sea, remain- 
ing committed to week with partners 
for peace and progress, including 
Russia and the Ukraine and others 
who are willing to wade fra the val- 
ues and toe future we dream of. 

This is the load of alliance we 
come to toas summit to reaffirm and 
to build fra the future. 

Our nations played our part wen 
after World War II; from the B erlin 
airlift to toe foundhig of NATO, to 
toe restoration of hope and confi- 
dence in Western Europe. We played 
it well after the Cold War. We played 
it well when we joined together to 
rad toe slaughter in Bosnia. . 

Now we rise, as we mart, to this 
new and. fundamental challenge to 
the peace and humanity of Europe. 
Our message is clean Peace and 
humanity will prevail in Kosovo. 
The refugees will go home. They 
wifl have security. They will have 
their self-government. The last 
European dictatorship of the 20to 
century will not destroy Europe’s 
long-awaited chance to live at last 

together in peace and freedom. 


Secretary-General . 
Javier Solatia Madariaga 


Fifty years ago, here in Wash- 
rton. North Amer 
iooary 

of nations. Fra 50 


ington, 
launched a Yisio 


orth America and Europe 
anAt- 


yeazs, this community has prov ided 
security of its members, pro- 


tecting these nations against any 


fomi of aggression or intimidation. 

NATO has never been only 
about defense. This alliance has al- 
ways sought to promote peace in our 
countries and across the Euro-At- 


lantic area. And whenevi 


. . . er new op- 

PWtontow to build lasting peace 
and stability have arisen, NATO has 
seized them. 


f 9 v< ? J»t decade, ftose ef- 
foits have brought dramatic re- 
wards. Today, NATO is at the cen- 
a new Euro-Atlantic security 
anmttecture, as a source of its sta- 
ouity and a source of peace. NATO 


to many nations. Former adversar- 
tes have become friends; friends 
^re^me partners, partners be- 
come fu^memlteis of the alliance, 
iheAtianae alliance has made it 
garni that itwiH nor me&Ay month 
P&tttodes about cranmon values but 

toat it » prepared to defend them 
whenever they are threatened. Our 
affiaw* has principles and thecora- 
age to act upon them. 


1 


M 


tlihn*- 



•fi* 


r .. h* 

... 

: 




*1 


A* 


m 

m 

*4 

m 


a** 

tr*i 


-J* 


US 


'-■ref 


«*. m 

,•>.* ill 

** 

t 






m 

m 

* 


T\ 

,/r 


JSS# 


s 1**1# 


n 

** 

ft 




m 


.HU 


M 

ft 

t 

ft 

m 




- ** 


.0* 


■Ill i 


m 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 


I ' 


.■UM 

» ‘ t- >' 




c 


. wl 


r. ■ * ( •»«»- -i 


• r 


■ ■ ■ 

ft 

1 i- 

ft 

ft 

.. -v Spi 

4 

.• . : - > : h ‘ 

J 

>' 

J 

^ 

1 

- ••• *!*C 




: ••'i 

4 

* i: 

,i 

y-m 

A 

■■1 5 WV 

4 

■f. '.+■ * 

»’ ■■ 1 ■ * 

■ i 
t 

turw 

■1 






Cl- 


P f -. 




ife; f,h 


Mi, 




'V 


'‘.MU, 


v ->■ 


N', 






*4 




'WP v* 
•'» i- 












-4- 


- X Ti, 
* 


Urn 






■™*v. 





i- - J. 




i , to 

-M- few 

ft. ,L h**Z“* 










: 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, SATURDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 24-25, 1999 

The Bottle for Kosovo /A Makeshift Rebel Army Thai Must Ration Its Bullets 
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Kosovo’s Hit -and -Ron Ground War 

Underarmed Ethnic Albanian Guerrillas Wage an Uneven Battle 


By Peter Fmn 
and R. Jeffrey Smith 

Washing fat Part Senior 

TIRANA, Albania — Amid the 
somber NATO debates on whether to 
s®ad ground troops to Kosovo, a ground 
war is already being fought there. 

« is a guerrilla war, marked by hit- 
and-run ambushes against Yugoslav 
troops by -a makeshift rebel army that 
must ration; its bullets. 

Villages are taken with bolt-action 

carbines but lost within hours to Serbian 
82mm shells. 

Uniformed men with assault rifles fire 
in vain at army talks — and then flee. 

New recruits arrive so untrained that 
they can be assigned only to prepare and 
serve food. 

Mixed in among all this are thousands 
of stranded, hungry refugees seeking 
protection from a rebel force that is 


mtrodncingits own ground forces into 
Kosovo, it is being drawn closer to toe 
ethnic Albanian guerrillas and their war 
to- liberate toe province from rule by 
Serbia. 

NATO is seeking to maintain its. dis- 
tance from toe KLA, declining to supply 
. toe rebels with weapons or endorse their 
goal of an independent Kosovo. 

But NATO’s arm's-length approach 
is awkward because the ailiawcft and the 
rebels are involved in. a common 
struggle against the -Belgrade govern- 
ment and because the KLA has emerged 
inrecerttweeisasthesolepoliticalforce 
toe province’s ethnic Al- 


1.6 million before 
the recent mass expulsions. 

As it becomes entangled with the 
rebels, NATO is closely studying the 
military potential, structure and ideol- 
ogy of a shadowy insurgent group that is 
how in rapid flux on the baalefieM, in its 


unable to destroy a single artillery po~ leadership ranks and in its political 

sibon let alone retake the villages from — JS " — 

which the civilians have fled. 

Nasty, limited and seemingly un- 
wlnable, this is the Kosovo liberation 
Army’s war one month into NATO’s air 
offensive against the . Serbs of 
Yugoslavia. . 

As the Western alliance contemplates 

Houston TV Station 


Kosovo Albanians. 

The TOLA has shown glimpses of 
many frees in its seven years of ex- 
istence — Communist, nationalist, 
democratic, Islamis t and even criminal. 

At tones, it is a. movement that has 
seemed deeply factionalized, inept and 
unsq^iisticated. Af other tones, it has 
surprised the West and Belgrade with its 
effectiveness and resilience. 

While it is now struggling desperately 
f . • on the battlefield, toe KLA has already 

Interviews Milosevic* acmd-an important political victory: 

“ This illwimmiTHl mnriv arrrwl Drrnm 


Raising Ethics Issue 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The first American 
interview given by President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Yugoslavia since the allied 
bombing began went to a local TV sta- 
tion in Houston, not a big network. But it 
came with some ethical baggage at- 
tached. 

The trip by the KHOU-TV analyst 
who interviewed the Serbian leader was 
paidfarbyabusmessmanofSerbianand 
Croatian descent who has called reports 
of ethnic cleansing in Kosovo “a lie.” 

The KHOU news director, Mike 
Devlin, said toe Yugoslavs had placed 
no restrictions on what the intemewer, 
Ron Hatchett, could ask daring the in- 
terview Monday. 

“This guy nagged toe hell out of the 
Yugoslavs, and he sot in,” Mr.Devtin 
said. “He asked aH toe appropriate ques- 
tions.” 

Mr. Hatchett is director of the Center 
for International Studies at (he Univer- 
sity of Saint Thomas in Houston and is a 
paid military analyst for KHOU. 

The trip was paid far by Bob Ko- 
privica of Butte, Montana, a vetoed beer 
and wine wholesaler who beads an or- 
ganization toiled Peace 'Withont Vior 
lencc that has close ties to Jugoslavia. 

Mr. Koprivica’s group was invited to 
Yugoslavia by toe Serbian Orthodox 
Church and toe interview with Mr. Mi- 
losevic was brokered by peace groups, 
said Mary Patch, secretory of Peace 
Without Violence. - 

KHOU might not have accepted the 
interview if Mr. Hatchett’s questions 
were censored, Mr. Devlin said. 

During toe interview, Mr. Milosevic 
pledged that the three captured Amer- 
ican soldiers would be treated well and 
that toe Red Cross could visit them. 
Portions of the interview were shown 
nationally by CBS-TV. 

KHOU paid for its own news crew to 
accompany Mr. Hatchett, but it was 
denied admittance to Belgrade. Mr. 
Hatchett's interview was filmed by a 
crew attached to the Serbian govern- 
ment. • 

An expert in media ethics. Bob Steele 
of toe Poyhter Institute for Media Stud- 
ies, tailed the arrangement *‘de*ply 
troubling.” 

“He should not be beholden to any 
organization or special interest group 
who, even though they may be good 
people, have intentions that may be 
counter to toe intentions of journalism.” 

Ed Turner, a fellow at the Media Stud- 
ies Goiter of toe Freedom Forum, said 
toe situation would be acceptable if it 
was explained to viewers. . 

KHOU did say on toe air who paid for 
the trip and has repeatedly said Thai Mr. 
Hatchett was invited to Yugoslavia by 
pro- Serb forces. 


Tins ill-organized, poorly aimed group 
of students, peasants and fo rmer polit- 
ical prisoners has forced its insurgency 
in an obscure comer of Europe to the top 


While the battle for toe future of 
Kosovo is Jar from over, it is clear that 
the Kosovo Liberation Army will be 
central to its final outcome — just as its 
leadership always insisted it would be. 

The KLA’s fori challenge is survival. 
The rebel army, which once numbered at 
least 8, 000 members, wasas unprepared 
as . NATO far toe ferocity, of toe 
Yugoslav imtitztty offensive unleashed 
in Kosovo after the NATO air strikes 
began March 24. 

. Although toe KLA had attempted 
since last autumn to stockpile supplies 
and ammunition for a spring fighting 
season, many of its stores were depleted 
in skirmishing (hat began in December 
and intensified in January and Febru- 
ary. 

Top KLA officials have complained 
in recent weeks of being chronically 
short of ammunition. 

Akeypartof the Yugoslav military’s 
strategy against the KLA has been to 
drive a large number of ethnic Albanian 


civilians from their homes, removing 
any base of support for the rebels and 
creating an immense logistical distrac- 
tion — a “population bomb,** in toe 
words of one western military official. 

Sokol Bash ota. a top official of the 
KLA’s political directorate, conceded 
that toe tactic had largely worked. “We 
have a big, big problem with civilians,’ * 
be stud in a telephone interview. “They 
are going from place to place. There is 
not enough food. There is not enough 
aid. We don’t know how to help them, 
although we are trying. ” 

Despite setbacks, toe KLA has man- 
aged to remain active in Kosovo and 
preserve its basic command structure. At 
least 10 isolated enclaves in toe province 
remain under loose rebel control, al- 
though the. situation changes almost 
daily, and government security forces, ax 
least until recently, were able to move 
pretty much where they wished. Western 
officials said. 

KLA sources said the rebels had es- 
tablished a narrow corridor from north- 
ern Albania, near toe border town of 
Tropoje, to about 1 1 kilometers (7 miles) 
inside Kosovo, and they are trying to 
reach toe town of Junik. 

The rebels hope that NATO, using its 
newly arrived Apache attack heli- 
copters, will punch a much broader cor- 
ridor into Kosovo, allowing trapped 
refugees to flee and, the KLA hopes, the 
rebels to be resupplied. 

Nearly 8,000 recruits, including Al- 
banian- Americans, are training at camps 
in northern Albania in preparation for 
joining toe fight in Kosovo, and KLA 
officials say the shortage of ammunition 
had eased in toe last 10 days. 

Widespread revulsion in Albania over 
toe forced expulsions of Kosovo Al- 
banians has prompted toe government to 
assist the guerrillas much more directly 
than in toe past It has now begun turning 
over trucks and ammunition to the 
rebels, according to Western and Al- 
banian officials. 

In addition, NATO air strikes have 
helped the KLA achieve scattered tac- 
tical victories, including toe capture of 
Yugoslav Army weapons and ammuni- 
tion. 

The principal obstacle to closer mil- 
itary cooperation at this stage, sources 
report, is that NATO continues to use a 
cumbersome process for selecting its 
targets, involving advance planning and 
complicated logistical support. 

That fact, more than anything else, is 
preventing KLA members from acting 
as spotters for Western warplanes. 
“Sometimes." Mr. Bashota said, “they 

right place, auj^ometoues not!”^ 


LYDIA: Gandhi Loses Key_ Political Ally 


r CbntilMiedfrbm PagfeT •'* 8 " 

- The announcement by Mr. Yadav, 
made fay aides at a tumultuous news 
conference in his Samajwada Party 
headquarters, contained harsh criticism 
for his presumed secular alKes in Con- 
gress as well as for Mr. Vajpayee's 
Bharatiya Janata Party, which was 
formed to promote Hinduism as toe na- 
tional religion. 

“The Bharatiya Janata Party and toe 
Congress Party are both responsible for 
die destruction of this country,” Mr. 
Yadav said in a statement He blamed 
Congress for sinking toe impoverished 
nation into debt and accused both parties 
of fome nting “common alixm." which 
xu India means religious fanaticism. 

Aides to Mr. Vajpayee, visibly 
buoyed by toe chaos in Congress’s 
ranks, suggested Friday that he should 
be given & chance to form a new gov- 
ernment despite his coalition’s 270-269 
defeat in a vote of confidence cm the 
House floor last weekend. 

“Congress and its support e rs are still 
groping in toe dark with no light at the 
end of the tunnel,” said a Bharatiya 
ofivi at , K.L. Shanna. 

Aides to Mis. Gandhi tried to play 
down toe significance of Mr. Yadav ’s 
defection. “We are quite confident that 
toe rarity of secular forces will be main- 
tained,” said Arjnn Singh, a 

and an adviser to 


“The underlying opinion of all sec- 


New Study of the ‘Gay Gene 9 
Finds There Might Not Be One 


heated from toe mother. It pairs with 
toe Y-chromosoroe to form toe so- 
called sex chromosomes, the last of the 
23 pairs of chromosomes that appear 
in all the cells' of the human body. 

A second study by Mr. Hamer’s 
laboratory, published in 1995, also 
found evidence for such a link, al- 
though the effect was smaller. 

The Canadians, led by Dr. George 
region or one enromosomc. Rice of toe University of Western 

But experts in behavioral genetics Ontario, compared DNA from 52 
the report, which appears in toe pairs of homosexual brothers. They 


By Erica Goode 

. New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Underscoring toe 
difficulty scientists face in findi ng th e 
genes that underlie complex hum a n 
behaviors, a team of researchers re- 
potted Friday foal it was unable to 
confirm a widely publicized r-“*“ 

linking mate homosexuality to a* 

ion of one chromosome. 


journal Science, did not rule out a 
genetic influence on sexual orient- 
ation or the possibility tom a gene or 
genes for honwseacuality lay on me X- 
chromosome. 

Effuse the question of whether 
homosexuality is innate is politically 
charged, the new findings very likely 
will revive discussion of ttteissae. 

In the new study , a team of Canadian 
researchers tried to replicate wodrby 
Dorn Hamer, a genettcist alto: Na- 
tional Cancer Institute. In a 1993 study 
of 40 pairs of homosexual brothers, 

Mr Hamar found that an area on the 

bottom half of toe X-dHomosome was 
identical in 33 of toe pahs, indicating 
that one or mote genes in toe region, 
called Xq28, could be connectedtothe 
brothers’ sexual orientation. # /. 

In men, toe X-chromosrene is nt- 


said toe results “do not s up port an X- 
tinked gene underlying male homo- 
sexuality;” 

' The failure to replicate the earlier 
study is typical of the zigzagging 
course of efforts to find genes that 
influence complicated traits re ill- 
nesses with a behavioral component, 
such as. schizophrenia, manic depres- 
sion. alcoholism and hypertension. 

Dr. Kenneth Readier, a professor of 
psyduatty at Virginia Common- 
wealth Un iver sit y, said that finding 
such genes was a formidable task aDd 

that available technology was lim- 
ited. 

“Fifty years from now we’re going 
to look bade at this and say we were 
toddlers" stmrihlmg around in a 
piaQfpciai’’ Ixci sakl. J 'Tnri» is a raw 
science at Hub stage.” 


olarpflJtiesf ’ Mr. Singh added, “is that 
communal forces cannot be allowed to 
stage a comeback.” 

The unforgiving mathematics of In- 
dia’s current parliamentary alignment 
make it difficult to imagine how Mrs. 
Gandhi can now find enough support to 
form a government Mr. Y adav’s 20 seats 
are gone, and two smaller leftist parties 
leave said they would follow suit 

If Mis. Gandhi cannot produce toe 
necessary support, analysts said, she 
will either have to give up or try and 
form a coalition government which 
would mean including an array of dis- 
parate and bickering partners in a 
power-sharing arrangement some of 
whom have refused to participate if their 
rivals do. 

Few observers believe such a part- 
nership would last as Jong as Mr. Vaj- 
payee’s fragile coalition, which fell 
apart after 13 mouths, or provide toe 
“stable” alternative rule that Mr. 
Narayanan disked Mrs. Gandhi to try and 
produce. This greatly increases the 
chances that the president will call for 
elections to be held within toe next sev- 
eral months, even though both major 
parties would like to avoid them. 

It was not completely clear why Mr. 
Yadav chose to break with Mrs. Gandhi, 
but his move was in many ways similar 
to that of Jayalalitha Jayaram, toe polit- 
ical leader from Tamil Nadu state who 
single-handedly brought down Mr. Vaj- 
payee by breaking with his coalition 
several weeks ago. 

Both politicians’ motives had every- 
thing to do with political calculations in 
their home states. £o the case of Ms. 
Jayalalitha, who uses a single name, she 
was hying for a comeback as former 
chief minister of Tamil Nadu and feared 
the government would destroy ber 
chances by pressing for trials in a num- 
ber of corruption charges against her. 

In Mr. Yadav ’s case, toe humbly born 
politician had built a strong base of 
support among members of lower castes 
and religious minorities in Uttar Pra- 
desh, in direct competition with Con- 
gress. Apparently he feared that by sign- 
ing cm to Mrs. Gandhi’s bandwagon he 
could lose that edge, along with his 
raison d’etre as a populist leader. 

Associates of Anwar 
Face Perjury Charges 

The Associated Press 

KUALA LUMPUR — The adopted 
brother of Anwar Ibrahim was charged 
Friday with two counts of sodomy, in- 
dicating dial Malaysia may proceed with 
sodomy charges against toe former 
deputy prime minister. 

Sukma Derma wan, the adopted 
brother. Mohamed Azmin Ali, Mr. An- 
war’s former personal secretary, and 
Mior Abdul Razak, a dressmaker, were 
all charged with committing perjury in 
Mr. Anwar’s corruption and sex trial. 

Mr. Sukma was also charged with one 
count of assisting Mr. Anwar in an act of 
sodomy, and one count of sodomy. All 
three pleaded not guilty and were freed 
onbaiL 
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Ethnic Albanians from Kosovo sitting on railroad tracks in Reps, Albania, as they waited for aid Friday. 

Czechs Got Into NATO — and Into War 

Havel Tells His Countrymen That Kosovars’ Fight Is Their Fight as Well 


By Peter S. Green 

International Herald Tribune 


PRAGUE — The Czech Republic is 
at war, and Vaclav Havel is a worried 
man. 

For most of this decade, the Czech 
president waged a political battle to con- 
vince the United States, its European 
allies and his people that toe Czechs 
must join NATO to secure their peace 
and freedom. Yet only two weeks after 
formally booming members of the al- 
liance, the Czechs found themselves at 
war with Yugoslavia. 

Not only is he worried about the hu- 
man costs of toe war, but he says he is 
concerned by tepid public support in toe 
Czech Republic for NATO’s action. 
“Only NATO membership means the 
fall of the Iron Curtain. Only this is toe 
end of the violent division of toe world,* ’ 
Mr. Havel said in an interview this 
week. 

But, he said, less than 10 years after 
toe fall of communism, many of his 
people do not understand what is ai stake 
tor them in Yugoslavia. 

“Some people are bewildered by 
freedom, and they think that freedom 
means above all taking care of oneself. 
And unfortunately, some politicians re- 
cently supported tins feeling rather than 
opposing it.” he said. 

His prime minister, Milos Zernan, has 
given only lukewarm support to 
NATO’s action in Kosovo. The oppo- 
sition leader, Vaclav Klaus, has called 
the bombing of Yugoslavia a mistake 
that precipitated toe Kosovars’ exodus 
and he was reportedly asked by the 
Americans not to disrupt NATO’s 50to 


birthday party in Washington this week- 
end with such statements. 

These views have pushed Czechs’ 
support for NATO’s bombing in Yugo- 
slavia down to 34 percent and forced Mr. 
Havel, who recently said he was hoping 
to write his memoirs, back into toe polit- 
ical spotlight. 

The Czech president has few exec- 
utive powers, but reluctantly shoulder- 
ing toe burden of statesman and leader, 
Mr. Havel has used his position to rally 
public support for NATO and encourage 
politicians to carry out their duties as 
NATO members. 

Perched on the edge of a (an leather 
sofa in his comfortable, suburban Prague 
villa, the president sips a glass of Cognac 
(he gave up smoking when he lost a lung 
to cancer two years ago) and explains his 
sense of duty. 

“If toe situation calls for my open 
participation, I do take part, but it is the 
situation that makes me do so, rather 
than some need to be seen more,” Mr. 
Havel said. “In a democratic system 
everybody should be replaceable, but 1 
still feel I can be of some use to the 
country. If I had not been driven by this 
sense of responsibility, I would have 
found a more comfortable existence.” 

Acting on toat conviction, Mr. Havel 
gave a powerful television interview last 
weekend, telling Czechs that they, too, 
are part of toe war in Yugoslavia. 

“Doing it to 'those Albanians is as 
good as doing it to me, ” he said. “That is 
the fundamental principle: if anybody is 
being hurt. I’m being hurt.” He added 
toat toe Czechs cannot be passive mem- 
bers of NATO. 

"We can’t be toe one who hopes feat 


others will help him but who will not 
help anybody himself,” Mr. Havel said. 
“Simply put, that would be suicidal.” 

The result has been a dramatic firming 
of popular support for NATO, now near 
60 percent, even if only one-third of 
Czechs support NATO’s bombing cam- 
paign in Yugoslavia. 

Mr. Havel's support has risen, from 
42 to 58 percent in recent months, as 
Czechs see the stark contrast between 
some politicians and the president's own 
clear stands. 


BRIEFLY 


FOSSIL: Discovery May Be Missing Link’ 


Continued from Page 1 

found in Kenya, have been dated back to 
4.2 million yeans. The hominids are 
thought to have split from toe ape lin- 
eages more than 5 million years ago. 

The A. garhi had a projecting apelike 
face and small brain case, similar to toe 
Lucy species. Bnt its teeth were much 
larger, toe aspect of the fossils that most 
surprised the paleontologists. 

“This combination of features has 
never been seen before,” said Tim 
White, a paleoanthropologist at toe Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley and 
co-leader of the discovery team, “and 
that’s why we named a new species.” 

Other skeletal remains at toe site in- 
cluded leg and arm bones of what may be 
another member of toe new species. 
From this evidence, scientists said, the 
individual was slightly less than 5 feet 
(150 centimeters) tall and had long legs 
and a human gait, but long, apelike fore- 
arms. It was more evidence of the spe- 
cies as a possible direct ancestor of the 
Homo genus. 

As often happens with discoveries in 
the contentious field of early human 


origins, other paleontologists differed in 
feeir interpretations of toe findings. 
Bernard Wood of George Washington 
University in Washington said it was too 
soon to assess toe place of toe new 
fossils on the family tree. 

Ian Tattersall, a specialist in honrinid 
fossils at the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History in New York, said. "It 
probably is a new species, but it’s dif- 
ficult to say exactly where if fits info 
human evolution.” 

Alan Walker, a paleoanthropologist at 
Pennsylvania Slate University, said the 
fossils were an important start to filling 
in the million-year gap in knowledge of 
bominid evolution in East Africa. He 
said toe new species “looks like an 
afarensis with big teeth.” 

"But it has a lot of primitive fea- 
tures," be added, “so if it is ancestral to 
Homo, a lot of evolution had to take 
place rather quickly” to arrive at the first 
Homo species around 2 million years 
ago. The transition to much larger brains 
began with Homo erectus, about 1.7 
million years ago. Modern Homo sapi- 
ens are thought to have emerged less 
than 200,000 years ago. 


Police See Racism 
In London Blast 

LONDON — British police said 
Friday that racism was toe most 
likely motive behind a nail-bomb 
attack in a busy market street in the 
south London suburb of Brixton, 
which has a large black popula- 
tion. 

“We are exploring every motive, 
but top of our list, 1 have to say . is the 
race issue,” said Hugh Qrde, who is 
in charge of the investigation. 

Mr. Orde told BBC radio that toe 
claim by a far-right extremist group. 
Combat 1 8, toat it planted the bomb 
was being taken seriously. Dozens 
of people were wounded in the April 
17 blast (Reuters) 

Spain Aide to Quit 

MADRID — Agriculture Min- 
ister Loyola de Palacios is to leave 
her cabinet position to head the gov- 
erning Popular Party’s European 
electoral list, news reports said Fri- 
day. 

Miss de Palacios will remain in 
her current post for another week 
before resigning to lead the Popular 
Party’s campaign for European 
elections due Jun. 13. National 
Spanish Television reported. (AP) 

Havels Drop Suits 

PRAGUE — President Vaclav 
Havel and his wife, Dagmar, 
dropped their libel case against sev- 
eral media organizations Friday. 

Last October, a court ordered a 
halt to tire circulation of a book that 
included a doctor's account of Mr. 
Havel’s 1996 lung cancer surgery 
and his subsequent marriage. 

The Havels then pressed libel 
charges against the book's author, 
Premysl Svora, as well as a TV 
station and two dailies for publishing 
stories suggesting infidelity on the 
part of Mr. Havel’s wife. (APJ 
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SINATRALAND 

By Sam Kashner. 192 pages. 
$22.95. Overlook. 

Reviewed by 
Jonathan Yardley 

T HIS uncommonly origi- 
nal and engaging first 
novel has one flaw — there is 
a sharp, unexpected change in 
tone and mood about hallway 
through — but this is nothing 
to get exercised about. Sam 
Kashner, previously a laborer 
in toe vineyards of nonfic- 
tion, has written a smart, 
funny, knowing novel about 
what it is like to be a certain 
kind of American man, one 
all too familiar to all too many 
American women. 

He is offered here as per- 
sonified by "Finkie” Finfcel- 
stein, a son of New Jersey 
whose entire adult life — u 
"adult'’ is toe word for it — 
has been spent in an obsessive 
infatuation wife his fellow 
New Jerseyan Frank Sinatra. 
The men arc friends only in 
the mind of Finkie, who con- 
ducts a “one-sided conver- 
sation with Frankie” in a 
series of letters — confessions 


and pleas, really — that make 
up toe novel’s narrative. 

The correspondence begins 
in the 1950s and continues 
through Sinatra's death. At the 
begriming Finkie is just turn- 
ing 50 and is in toe midst of 
one of toe numerous crises toat 
beset his working and person- 
al lives. He's a salesman for 
“the window shade company 
Weiss & Rifkind,” but the 
roof caves in on it (literally), 
and as Finkie says: “Well 
that’s the thing about the shade 
business Frank, it has its ups 
and downs. (I thought I would 
try to cheer us both up unto a 
tittle shade humor. Something 
tells me it’s a lioJe late in the 
day for that.)” 

Finkie sells his shades and 
has his romantic ups and 
downs, but toe life that mat- 
ters most to him is lived in a 
place called Sinatraland. one 
that he for a long time regards 
as epitomized by a casino 
Sinatra briefly owned called 
Cal-Neva, “a dream come 
true” that “not only offered 
music, gambling, the bright 
lights and roulette wheels of 
Vegas or Monte Carlo, but it 
offered night life and razzle- 


dazzle juxtaposed with giant 
trees, clean air. outdoor sports 
and purple mountains.” 
"God,” Finkie says, “we 
were happy there.” But as his 
own life moves from one mar- 
ital crisis to another, as he 
frets over his daughter, Nancy 
Ava “(Yes, Francis, we 
named her after your first two 
successful marriages),” as he 
suffers through divorce and 
late-middle-age romance, he 
comes to realize that Sinatra- 
land is strictly a dream world, 
inhabited by boys who never 
figured out how to grow up, 
an “overextended youth” in 
toe words of his ex-wife, JilL 
“1 felt at various times in 
my life,” Finkie writes, “that 
in Sinatraland we lived in a 
kind of dream, a dream in 
which nothing was real but the 
wailing, whether it was wait- 
ing for night to come or wait- 
ing for toe women for whom 
we cause so much pain.” 
What Finkie cannot see, 
until he has a shocking en- 
counter with toe cold reality 
of Sinatra, is that his hero is 
“someone whose experience 
of toe world has left him . . . 
cold and dark and empty,” 


that Sinatra was not an ex- 
emplar bur a false prophet 
and that modeling his own 
life after Sinatra's has been a 
dreadful mistake. 

But the change in tone is so 
sodden that this reader was 
caught unprepared. 

The first half of the novel is 
jaunty, slangy, funny; toe 
second half borders on the 
somber. While it’s entirely 
true fear life takes sudden, un- 
expected turns, toe change in 
Finkie is so complete that be 
hardly seems toe same man. 
But the novel’s strengths are 
far greater than this shortcom- 
ing. It approaches toe question 
of toe perpetual adolescence 
of so many American males 
from an entirely unexpected 
direction, and it rings true. It is 
also a great deal of feu. 

Washington Post Sen-ice 
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Challenges for NATO 

neltsRole 


The caterers and champagne pro- 
ducers may be disappointed that NATO 
has scaled back its 50th anniversary 
gathering in Washington this week be- 
cause of the conflict in Kosovo, but the 
alliance need not mourn the change. 
After unsuccessfully seeking a new 
purpose since the end of die Cold War, 
NATO has found a difficult but worthy 
Challenge in Yugoslavia. 

Abstract debates aboutNATO’s role 
in Europe have suddenly given way to 
tangible decisions about combating 
Slobodan Milosevic. A month of war- 
fare in the Balkans has exposed the 
strengths and weaknesses of the al- 
liance. This weekend is a fine moment 
for NATO to consider how it intends to 
prosecute the war and to ponder bow to 
deal with eruptions of ethnic violence 
£n the years ahead. 

The threats and military doctrines 
that once defined NATO are obsolete, 
and the alliance must recognize that its 
role now may be as much offensive as 
defensive. Europeno longer faces a 
monolithic threat from the East Today 
the greatest danger comes from ethnic 
conflict and regional satraps like 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Bur NATO can play a critical role, as 
Kosovo shows. Even though the air war 
lacks the approval of the United Nations 
Security Council, it has the endorsement 
of NATO’s 19 members — 17 Euro- 
pean nations, Canada and America. 
That unity may come with some hes- 
itation about when and how intensely to 
attack, but Kosovo has demonstrated 
Aar Washington and its allies can act 
collectively against aggression, and act 
compassionately to assist refugees. 

The immediate issue before the al- 
liance is whether to open the invasion 
option by drafting plans for a land cam- 
paign and sending ground forces to the 
Balkans. 'Hie answer should be affirm- 
ative. Air strikes may yet compel Mr. 
Milosevic to seek peace. NATO, in the 
end. may decide mat the use of ground 
hoops is not justified, or may employ 


them as peacekeepers if a political set- 
tlement is reached. But the alliance 
should not preclude the option. If noth- 
ing else, the movement of troops, tanks 
and artillery, which is likely to take two 
or three months, may cause Mr. Mi- 
losevic to reconsider his position. 

The extended time required to as- 
semble an army of ac least 100.000 
soldiers in the Balkans suggests that 
NATO needs a more agile fighting 
force. Mr. Milosevic might have acted 
with greater restraint had he feared the 
presence of more mobile ground forces 
in Europe, even if NATO initially said 
it had no plan to use them. Size and 
firepower may be less important than 
speed and maneuverability in an era of 
regional and local conflicts. 

President Bill Clinton and his NATO 
counterparts should also discuss the 
sensitive issue of when it is appropriate 
for NATO to intervene in a nation such 
as Yugoslavia. When an aggressor 
strikes across borders, especially those 
of a NATO member, the case for a 
military response is usually dear. 

Kosovo suggests that intervention 
may also be justified when a tyrant 
orders a genocidal assault against his 
own people or drives hundreds of thou- 
sands of citizens from their homeland. 
It would be preferable for NATO to act 
with the approval of the Security 
Council, and the alliance should move 
only after diplomatic efforts faiL But 
there will probably be other cases 
where action is required and Security 
Council support is unattainable be- 
cause Russia or China object. 

President Hairy Truman and the 
leaders of a war-battered Europe 
gathered in Washington at mideenttuy 
to meet the rising threat of the Soviet 
Union. The alliance they formed 
helped preserve the peace for five de- 
cades. At the close of the century. Mr. 
Clinton and his allies must determine 
how to wage a small but dangerous war 
in the Balkans and how to reshape 
NATO to serve a Europe that is largely 
free but not yet immune to conflict. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Protect the Kosovars 


“He is engaged in one of the worst 
slaughters of human beings that we 
have seen since the end of World War 
IL” That was Defense Secretary Wil- 
liam Cohen talking about the Yugoslav 
leader, Slobodan Milosevic, in con- 
gressional testimony Wednesday. The 
extent of the slaughter remains un- 
certain. but there can be no doubt that 
Mr. Milosevic is responsible for ter- 
rible and massive crimes against hu- 
manity in Kosovo — not only killings, 
but also rapes, mutilations, robberies 
and expulsions. As many as 1.4 million 
people, most of Kosovo’s prewar pop- 
ulation, have now been forced from 
their homes. U.S. officials say. 

. That is the context of the NATO 
summit meeting that President Bill 
Clinton convened in Washington on 
Friday. That NATO is taking military 
action against Mr. Milosevic, and re- 
maining unified four weeks into that 
operation, can be a source of satis- 
faction as leaders of its 19-member 
nations gather. But NATO’s failare to 
stop or even slow the slaughter that Mr. 
Cohen noted must be a cause of mor- 
tification and self-questioning among 
alliance leaders. NATO calls for pa- 
tience; but 18 physicians recently 
escaped from Kosovo warned Thurs- 
day that thousands of civilians still 
trapped inside are within a week or two 
of starvation, according to Physicians 
for Human Rights. Mr. Milosevic's 
forces are simply denying them access 
to food or medicine. 


LT.S. officials now say they cannot 
stop Mr. Milosevic's crimes from the 
air. but — except for a vague com- 


mitment to update contingency plans 
— they do not want to tm about in- 


serting ground troops. On the one hand, 
they are happy to blame (heir allies for 
the limited nature of the military cam- 
paign. “That is precisely the reason 
why we are where we are today, be- 
cause the allies would only agree to an 
. air campaign.” Mr. Cohen testified this 
week. But at the same time, they do nof 
want ground troops to become a subject 
of allied conversation; a senior U.S. 
official said Thursday that it should not 
be on the summit meeting agenda. 

This cannot be right NATO leaders 
say they want Mr. Milosevic to with- 
draw his troops from Kosovo and per- 
mit the expellees to return, protected 
by an international force, to rebuild and 
govern themselves. The alliance hopes 
its air war can achieve that goal, and 
perhaps it can. NATO is right to pursue 
and intensify the bombardment. 

But political leaders also must allow 
their military to plan for the possibility 
that the air war alone will not be suf- 
ficient If the generals say they may 
need ground troops, U.S. and other lead- 
ers should not stand in the way. Even in 
the best of circumstances — a surrender 

S i Mr. Milosevic tomorrow, say — 
ATO will have to assemble a ground 
force to escort and protect the returning 
Kosovars. Such a force cannot be mo- 
bilized overnight The NATO summit 
talks should set the process in motion. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 


The Task for Jakarta 


- Deadly violence returned to East 
Timor last week, and militias backed 
by the Indonesian Army are clearly 


to blame. Their goal is to thwart a plan 


by the Indonesian president, 
Habibie, to let Timor’s people choose 
between autonomy and independence. 
A tentative cease-fire signed Tuesday 
is encouraging, but not enough. The 
United States and other countries must 
insist that Mr. Habibie disarm and dis- 
band the militias. 

Indonesia's annexation in 1976 of 
the former Portuguese colony has nev- 
er been recognized by the outside 
world or accepted by Timor’s people. 
Mr. Habibie wisely recognized that an 
Indonesia snuggling to recover from 
economic collapse and moving toward 


democratic elections would be better 
off letting East Timor go its own way. 

Indonesia and Portugal are nego- 
tiating arrangements for a vote on 
autonomy. If the Timorese vote no, 
Indonesia would coocede indepen- 
dence. But this solution could fall apart 
if Jakarta fails to stop the militias, 
which have acted with the blessing of 
local army and police commanders. 
Washington must warn Indonesia that 
international loans could be suspended 
unless it acts. 

The autonomy talks should also be 
completed quickly so that UN monitors 
can be sent. These are critical days for 
East Timor. A strong international mes- 
sage to Jakarta can make a difference. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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Don’t Use Talk About Values to Avoid Gun Control 


W ASHINGTON — On March 25, 
191 1. shortly after 4:30 P.M., a 
fire roared through a building in 


By E. J. Dionne Jr. 


New York City where the Triangle 

rs fc 


Shirtwaist Co. used three floors fox 
a clothing factory. 

To keep the workers from leavir 
their sewing machines, the owners l 
locked the doors that led to the exits. 
Those locked doors (and a collapsing 
fire escape) created one of the great 
industrial tragedies of American his- 
tory — 146 women died in less than 15 
minutes. Triangle Shirtwaist became a 
popular shorthand for what was wrong 
with factory safety laws and unleashed 
a wave of reform. 

Might the deaths at Columbine High 
School in Littleton, Colorado, spark 
oar consciences as the Triangle Shirt* 
waist fire sparked those of our fore- 
bears 88 years ago? 

Perhaps that is hoping for too much. 
Every time we Americans face a vi- 
olent incident in which children are 
lulled in schools, we have the same 
useless national argument One side 
says that the events prove the need for 
tougher gun laws. The other says the 
problem lies in “our culture,” or per- 
haps our family structure. People fill 
the time on the television talk shows 
until the story recedes in memory — 
and nothing happens. 

The argument is useless because it is 


not designed to reach a result You 
could even argue that it is designed to 
prevent a result 

Of course' there are problems in our 
culture. We do need to ask why weird 
subcultures, white supremacist cults 
and violent, suicidal pop music have 
such reach with so many among the 


young. 

But the culture -and -family argument 


is invoked most often as a dodge by 
tion. They 


opponents of all gun regulation, 
want to evade discussing why Amer- 
ican laws make it so easy for young 
people to put their hands on weapons. 

“It's not a gun control problem,” 
insisted Representative Bob Barr, Re- 
publican of Georgia, a National Rifle 
Association board member. ‘Tt's a cul- 
ture control problem." After a tragedy 
like this, Mr. Barr, could yon please 
consider the possibility of examining 
our gun laws as well as our culture? 

The Republican presidential candi- 
date Pat Buchanan denounced our 
“polluted and poisoned culture” and 
wondered about “the upbringing or 
education of these two boys.” At 
the time he issued his statement, we 
knew very little about the upbringing of 
the boys at the center of the incident. 
But we did know that they had access to 


lots of weaponry. About this. Mr. 
Buchanan said not a word. 

The National Rifle Association gra- 
ciously decided to cut short its con- 
vention next week, scheduled in Den- 
ver, not far from the scene in Littleton. 
This is not a good time to stage a gun 
celebration, . . 

But if its leaders are truly in solidarity 
with die dead and the mourning m 
Littleton, the organization might con- 
sider adding a day to its program de- 
voted to rethinking its absolutist position 
on gun regulation. Don’t the events at 


Every time children ore 
killed in schools , people 
fill the time on TV talk 
shows until the story 
recedes in memory - 
and nothing happens* 


Columbine Hi gh shake the organiza- 
tion’s utter certainty just a little? 

Robert Spitzer, a professor at the State 
University of New York at Cortland and 
author of “The Politics of Gun Con- 
trol,” offers a formula that might move 
(he gun debate off dead center. Think of 
it as a national peace agreement 


“People who want to have gun con- 
trol need to aclmowledge thc lcg- 

imacy of the hunting trod " 

dition that involves 15 mulion to 1 8 
million people - the legitimacy of the 
failure;’’ be said in an interview. 
“Gun control opponents have to ac- 
knowledge the legitimacy of some gun 
unhanding *at regu- 
lation in turn acknowledges people s 
rig ht to own guns.” 

Americans ought to be aWeto agree 
that the heaviest regulation falls on the 
most dangerous weapons, he said. and 
be aimed at keeping guns out 0 £“ e 
most dangerous hands, including those 
of children and teenagers. 

Parents accept many sacrifices and 
inconveniences in the name of pro- 
tecting their children. Certainly parents 
who are gun owners place an innmtety 
higher value on their children's lives 
than on their right to absolutely un- 
fettered access to weapons. If gun 
owners who have children in 
search their consciences and take the 
lead in our national debate, we might 
find our way to a safer, saner approach 
to gun control. 

And then we should discuss the stare 
of our values and our culture. As long 
as values talk is used only as a ploy 
to prevent gun control, it will not be 
taken seriously. 

The Washington Post 


A NN AND ALE-ON- HUDSON. New 
York — Organized 50 years ago to 
meet any Soviet threat to Western 
Europe, the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization never had to engage its troops 
in any conflict on the continent of 
Europe. To celebrate its anniversary, the 
19 members of NATO had long planned 
to gather this weekend in Washington for 
such an occasion. But today the NATO 
nations are waging war in the Balkans, 
and the consequences of that engagement 
will define the future of the allian ce 
NATO has been remarkably success- 
ful in deterring a major war in Europe 
and has avoided engaging in conflicts 
elsewhere — except in the Gulf, where 
its vital interests were threatened. The 
founders of NATO never intended it to 
serve as a global gendarmerie. 

For the United States, joining NATO 
was a historic move made possible by the 
resolution of three men — President 
Harry Truman, and his secretaries of 
state. General George Marshall and Dean 
Acheson. Not since the alliance with 
France in 1778, which lasted two de- 
cades. had the United States agreed to a 
long-term security alliance in peacetime. 
Certainly no one expected NATO would 
ever endure until 2000. Now, enlarged by 
the addition of three newly democratic 
countries of Central Europe. NATO is 
preparing to extend its life into the next 
century and redefine its mission. 


By James Chace 


In his efforts to persuade Congress to 
sign the NATO treaty, Mr. Acheson 
assured the American people that the 
NATO treaty, which considered an at- 
tack on one as an attack on all, did not 
automatically commit the United States 
to go to war. The power to declare war 
still rested in the bands of Congress. 
Nevertheless, as he explained in a radio 
address to the nation, “decent people 
kept their contract obligations.” What 
NATO needed, he later said, was a 
common plan, a common effort and a 
common strategy. 

Absent the Soviet threat, NATO’s 
common task in the 21st century is to 
ensure the security and stability of 
Europe. This year the European great 
powers — in this case, Britain, France, 
Germany, and yes, the United States — 
decided not to permit a civil war to rage in 


not a model for fixture global inter- 
ventions. It would be folly to intervene 
for and wide to set wrongs right. In 
d efining the future role of NATO, the 
United States, as the leading power in an 
alliance of nations, must be careful not to 
urge NATO to play a pint in human- 
itarian or other interventions that are 
beyond the European theater unless there 
is a clear threat to European security. 

In the case of the Gulf War — when 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait threatened the 
balance of power in the Golf, and thus die 
flow of oil to other nations — force was 
justified. In fact, so broad was die Iraqi 
threat to vital resources that nations other 
than members of NATO were happy to 
join in. They might also do so in conflicts 
in North Africa or the Middle East 

But NATO cannot be die world's 
policeman. Political leaders in Europe 
and America would have a daunting task 
to persuade the alliance to intervene in 
situations chat involve even the most 


Kosovo and, in particular, to prevent 

1, if not to 


Serbia from pursuing a brutal, 
say genocidal, policy against the ethnic 
Al banian Kosovars. The European 
powers could have chosen to abstain, but 
they did not. fearing ihai a civil war 
would spread When the supreme com- 
mander of NATO is an American gen- 
eral. the United Stales could hardly re- 
frain from joining Us allies in this effort. 

But the exercise of power in Kosovo is 


damning violations of human rights 
' “ r, in Burn 


for example, in East Timor, in Burma, 
in Tibet, in Che Congo. This most be 
kept firmly in mind when the U.S. 
administration is ur ging Us European 
allies to embark. on new initiatives, to 
combat weapons of mass destruction, 
terrorism and threats from “rogue 
states' ’ such as Iraq and Libya. 

To begin with, NATO must succeed 
in its current role as a kind of laCter- 


The writer, who teaches at Bard 
College, is the author of^Ac he son : The 


Secretary of State 
American World.'' He contributed this 


Created the 


comment to The Washington Post - 


The Wisest Strategy Is to Keep Up a Merciless Air War 


N EW YORK — It is said 
that a camel is a horse 
designed by a committee. It 
may not be pretty but it gets 
the job done, especially in 
the desert. 

By that standard. NATO’s 
air war over Yugoslavia is a 


By Thomas L. Friedman 


military strategy designed by a 
19-member alliance.lt is also 


not pretty, but its very weak- 
ness could be a strength. 

Bombing from 4.500 meters 
(15,000 feet) is the only mil- 
itary strategy that all 19 NATO 
members, the U.S. Congress 
and the Russians can agree 
upon as tolerable in Yugoslavia 
today. While there are many 


obvious downsides, this meth- 
od does have one great strength: 
its sustainability. NATO can 
cany on this sort of air war fora 
long, long time. The Yugoslavs 
need to remember that. 

While it is true that NATO 
will never liberate Kosovo from 
the air, there is still a chance 
that this sort of sustained bom- 
bardment can achieve our basic 
objectives, which are to compel 
Slobodan Milosevic, either ta- 
citly or by negotiation, to en- 
able the return of the Kosovo 
Albanians to their homes, with 
self-rule, protected by an in- 


ternational peacekeeping force 
that would patrol a fence be- 
tween Albanians and Serbs. 

But if NATO's only strength 
is that it can bomb forever, then 
it has to get every ounce out of 
that Let’s at least have a real air . 
war. The idea that people are 
still holding rock concerts in 
Belgrade, or going ont for Son- 
day merry-go-round rides, while 
their fellow Serbs are “cleans- 
ing” Kosovo, is outrageous. It 
should be lights out in Belgrade: 
Every power grid, water pipe, 
bridge, road and war-related 
factory has to be targeted. 


Like it or not. we are at war 
with the Serbian nation (the 
Serbs certainly think so), and 
the stakes have to be very clean 
Every week you ravage Kosovo 
is another decade we will set 


your country back by pulver- 
x. You want 1950? We 


Dim ‘ Sunshine 5 Over the Koreas 


S EOUL — The South 
Korean minister of foreign 
affairs and trade. Hong Soon 
Young, keenly appreciated 
in the Asia diplomatic corps 
for his patented jocular charm, 
has a hard job that is growing 
harder. He is the lead actor 
in President Kim Dae Jung's 
so-called "sunshine policy,” 
South Korea’s version of 
an engagement policy for 
North Korea, an approach 
analogous to that practiced by 
the United States toward 
China. But jocularity is tough 
to sustain when sunshine is the 
last word anyone would apply 
to South Korea's disaster of a 
neighbor up north. 

Mr. Hong, a career diplo- 
mat with a track record that 
has included the key posting 
to Russia, sees the North 
Korean leader, Kim Jong U, as 
even more reclusive than his 
infamous father, the founder 
of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea. 

Mr. Hong's further fear is 
that the patience of the South 
Korean people with the North 
is running out fast; so is that of 
the U.S. Congress. “I tell my 
friends there: We have to be 
very careful in talking about 
war and North Korea. ' ’"he said. 
“If you make snap judgments 
and overreact to any one pro- 
vocation from the North, you 
are playing with fire.” At the 
same time, he noted. “North 
Korea’s brinkmanship diplo- 
macy is playing dangerously 
with the pride and prestige of 


By Tom Plate 


the world’s superpower. They 
had better not do that for too 
long or too much.” 

Mr. Hong both admires and 
is irritated by the ambivalent 
role of China. North Korea’s 
last significant remaining ally. 

Years 'ago. Beijing began 
reducing its endlessly needy 
ally’s food allotment. Then 
North Korea was hit with 
enormous, harvest-destroying 
floods. Thar one-two punch 
conspired to produce one 
of the worst famines in 


memory. 

Now the minister hopes for 
more Beijing involvement in 
North Korea's plight, not less. 
For China’s "rather open- 
minded and pragmatic” lead- 
ers. North Korea is little more 
than one big. persistent an- 
noyance. “Still,” Mr. Hong 
raid. “China is starting to do 
its share to stop North Korea 
from firing any more mis- 
siles.” That statement was the 
first official confirmation that 
Beijing is now trying to 
prevent North Korea from 
launching another missile test 
like the one that zoomed over 
Japan last summer. 

Japan is another dilemma 
for South Korea. Tokyo was 
deeply shaken by the North 
Korean missile test last sum- 
mer and has had its pride 
wounded by exclusion from 
the four-party talks involving 
the two Koreas. the United 


States and China. Mr. Hong 
accepts the suggestion that 
Tokyo be invited to sit at the 
table. And Moscow, too: 
“Moscow's influence with 
North Korea is great. That's 
why the sooner Kosovo is 
over, the belter.” 

Mr. Hong offers the world 
what might be called the 
Kosovo paradox: Russia, he 
says, will not help control 
North Korea as loag as NATO 
is bombing its ally Serbia. A 
prolongation of the Kosovo 
caper would preoccupy Amer- 
ica until the world’s greatest 
democracy gets bogged down 
in the internal warfare of the 
presidential campaign. “I am 
so worried about the coming 
debate in Washington, over 
China as well as North Ko- 
rea,” Mr. Hong said. He ad- 
ded. ‘ ‘It would be difficult for 
everyone if the U.S. pulled 
back from sunshine." 

But that is exactly what 
could happen if, in the heat of 
the presidential race, foe oft- 
flexible Clinton-Gone admin- 
istration throws sunshine out 
the political window. What 
then? “Whai North Korea 
must understand is this: Until 
and unless we are attacked by 
a full-scale war,” Mr. Hong 
said, • ‘there will be no war on 
the Korean Peninsula.” 

But that, of course, is 
the most conspicuous cloud 
Looming over the sunshine 
policy: It asks for North Korea 
to be a rational player. 

Las Angeles Times. 


izing you. 
can do 1950. You want 1389? 
We can do 1389, too. If we can 
frame tire issue that way, Mr. 
Milosevic will blink, and we 
may have seen his first flutter. 

Will this strategy halt the 
barbarism still going on in 
Kosovo? No. The war to pre- 
vent the refugees from being 
thrown out of Kosovo, or ab- 
ducted, was lost the first week 
— when NATO and the Clinton 
team bombed the Yugoslavs 
without having either adequate 
ground or air power in place 
to deter them, and without 
understanding Mr. Milosevic’s 
capabilities or his intentions. 
That was a strategic blunder 
for which the Kosovars have 
paid dearly. 

The question now is how best 
to reverse that, without the 
United States and NATO be- 
coming so enmeshed in the 
Balkans that it will weaken their 
ability to operate anywhere 
else, and strain their cohesion as 
never before. The only way is a 
merciless air war. 

What about ground troops? 


NATO should begin planning 
for a ground war. as the British 
and French are urging, both 
because it might influence Mr. 
Milosevic to blink sooner rather 
than later, and because it would 
inject some realism into the 
debate about this subject. 

The U.S. public and Con- 
gress need to understand just 
what would be involved in 
a ground war. Invading Kosovo 
means owning Kosova. A 
ground war would likely re- 
quire going all the way to 


Belgrade and end up making 
both Albania and Macedonia. 


from which any invasion of 
Kosovo would be staged, U.S. 
protectorates. 

That is just one reason why, 
for now, we must stick to a 
strategy that at least holds out 


the hope of achieving our ob- 
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IN OUR PAGES; 100. 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO. 


1899: Marconi's Tests 


LONDON — Some important 
experiments were made with a 
view to demonstrating the pos- 
sibilities of communicating be- 
tween a moving ship and the 
land. One of the chief objec- 
tions raised to wireless tele- 
graphy has been that it is im- 
possible to prevent die message 
bring received also at other sta- 
tions where installations exist 
within an equal radius to the one 
for which it was originally in- 
tended. Signor Marconi hat 
now discovered an ingenious 
arrangement by which this dif- 
ficulty can be overcome. It is 
the most important discovery in 
wireless telegraphy since the 
system has been established. 


1949: Candy Affluence 


1924: Political Wives 


WASHINGTON — Delegates 
and visitors to the Democratic 
Convention to be held in New 
York next June will be presen- 


LONDON — The children 
queued up today [April 24) 
when candy went off the ration 
for the first tune since during 
the war. Many cand 
normally closed on L. 
opened for the occasion, i^uuk 
lines of children, formed out- 
side. Some shops unofficial# 
rationed their customers to save 
their fest-selling stocks. Is 
Folkestone, on the south coast 
one shopkeeper celebrated by 
giving away 200 lollipops. , 


, stores, 
Sundays, 
Long 
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NATO Was Never Intended to Be the World’s Policeman 


day European security organization 
that would intervene to prevent bor- 
ders from being changed by force, that 
would consider genocidal cleansing im- 
permissible ana that would project 
power beyond its shores to those forces 
which would undermine the stability of 
the continent 

What is therefore needed at this junc- 
ture is clarity of purpose. As a European 
power, the United States has to be 
willing to join with its allies to enforce 
the stability of Europe. Otherwise, 
NATO is a corpse on horseback, and any 
plans for an expanded role for such an 
alliance are doomed 

The United Stales — and the other 
NATO powers — would do well to heed 
the admonition of Mr. Acheson' s fa- 
vorite foreign minister. Lord Palmer- 
ston, who held the reins of the British 
foreign office in the last century, when 
he wisely told England “to be the 
champion of justice and right: pursuing 
that course with moderation and 
prudence,” but not becoming “the 
Quixote of the world.” It would surely 
be quixotic if NATO were to become a 
globalized military enforcer. 
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jectives without NATO ending 
up owning the Balkans. Be^ r 2 
cause nothing would do more to 
sap public support for Araerl- 
ican internationalism than tak- 
ing over history’s oldest hoc- 
net’s nests. 1 

Give war a chance. Let’s see 
what months of bombing doefc 
before we opt for weeks of 
invasion, where, if we win, we 
get to occupy the Balkans fojr 
years. Let’s make Kosovo Mr. 
Milosevic’s Vietnam, not ours. 

The New York Tunes. * 
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ted with a cookery book com!- 

piled by women members of the 
Democratic C ommi t This ifi 
done, it is explained, to con;- ,£ 
vince scoffing man that women *“ 
can be none the less housewives 
even if they are politicians. 
There are fifty-five women 
members of the National Corrv 
mittee, each of whom will conj- 
tribute a typical recipe of her 
part of tire country. \ 
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Provinces Get Economic and Political Power 


By Michael Richardson 

_ Iruemottomd Herald Tribute 


. SIN GAPORE — New autonomy laws 
amoved by Indonesia's Parliament will 
shut a significant amount of economic 
I and political power away from the ecu- 

Cra I OnVMttmAnt trmmwf — - • 
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the world’s largest island-nation, offi- 
cials and analysts said Friday. 

The far-reaching decentralization hills 
were drawn up by the -government of 
President B. J. Habibie to defuse an 
; alarming rise in separatist sentiment in 
! parts of Indonesia and’tb prevent a pas- 

Clhla timn l. ■■■■ —C »L. — Ia 1 5ji. . ■ V 
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ui me uiumeamjc comuiy. 
Analysts said dial the decentralization 
• measures were an attempt to forestall 
: independence demands following flic 
! unrest in East Timor, which could be 

. Onnhv) L.. 


• granted autonomy by j 
A priest in the East 1 


doces nearly half the country 'soil output 
of 13 millio n barrels a day. The com- 
pany is the Indonesian unit of the U.S.- 
based Caltex 62 group, which is owned 
by Texaco Inc.and Chevron Corp. 

Other analysts said that the new leg- 
islation would prompt debate between 
political parlies contesting parliamen- 
tary elections in June over die sensitive 
issue of whether Indonesia, which is 
currently a unitary stale, should adapt a 
federal system of government to ac- 
■ commodate more than. 300 ethnic groups 
and many different religious beliefs 
across more than 13,000 islands. 

.‘"The idea ofiedeolisRi is not a bad 
one for a country as big and diverse as 
Indonesia,” Jusuf Wanandi, eftai y rng n 
of the- supervisory board of the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, 
in Indonesia, wrote in an article in the 


l* 


* 


.and possibly as many as 100 have been 
'killed since Monday in attacks by pro- 
i Jakarta militias .on pro-independence 
• supporters on the island. 

| The autonomy bill, passed by Par- 
•Uament on Wednesday, and a separa te 
I fiscal measure awaiting f in a l approval 
‘laxe on Friday, are intended to create 
| “regional governments that are truly 
.decentralized, independent, effective' 
~hnd supported by strong provincial par- 
liaments said Home Affairs Minister 
Syarwan Hamid. 

£ The fiscal, bill, cleared by a key par- 
liamentary committee Thursday, will 
give resourtre-ricA provinces a substan- 
tial share of the estimated $1 .4 billion in 
annual revenue from ofl and natural gas 
•production that now goes to the central 
-government But it may result in poorer 
.provinces getting a smaller handout 
Jrom Jakarta. 

, As a result some analysts expressed 
concern dial the new revenue split might 
Alienate pom provinces while em- 
.boldening those where vocal secession- 
ist groups are active to press for outright 
-independence. 

.. Secessionist agitation has increased in 
staunchly Muslim Aceh Province and 
.Indonesia’s main oil production center 
of Riau on Sumatra Island, as well as in 
-Irian Jaya on tbe western half of New 
.Guinea Island. 

. The agitation has followed the end of 
President Suharto’s authoritarian rule 
, last year, the weakening of toenrililaiy’s : 
previously tight grip on provincial af- 
fairs, and the widespread impact of re- 

r Aceh istoesiteof^e crf&SSia’s 
largest facilities for producing liquefied 
natural gas for export Irian Jaya has 
•extensive reserves of both oil and gas. 

In Rian, Caltex Pacific Indonesia pro- 


Timorese capital, Jakarta Post onFriday. 

Tire autonomy bill gives extensive 


authority to 26 of Indonesia's 27 
provinces in all matters except for de- 
fense, foreign, judicial, fiscal, monetary 
and religious affairs, and matters 
deemed ‘*rtrategic/’ 

.East Timor, 2 k 27th province, is a 


former Portuguese colony that was in- 
" " ' 1975 


vaded by Xattonegiain 1975 and annexed 
die following year, although the takeover 
was never recognized by tbe United Na- 
tions. The Habibie government has said 
Indonesia wQl consider- allowing East 
Timor to become independent if, as ex- 
pected, people there reject ah autonomy 
offer from Jakarta in a UN-supervised 
ballot scheduled for July. 

■ 2 Nations to Sign tJN Proposal 

The Portuguese and Indonesian for- 
eign ministers have agreed to sign a UN 
autonomy proposal for East Timm early 
next month, paving the way for a ballot 
on the territory's future. The Associated 
Press reported Friday from the United 
Nations, quoting Secretary -General 

Kofi Annan 

Mr. Annan announced the May 5. 


[-sponsored talks, saying the extra 
time was needed for Indonesia to ap- 
prove two additional documents, on se- 
curity for flic ballot and other modalities, 
to the overall agreement 
He urged Indonesia to “effectively 
carry out its responsibility for law and 
ordCT and the protection of civilians, ’’on 
East Timor. 


I Death Toll m East Timor 


Welsh Language Gets 
A Push in Patagonia 


By Anthony Faiola 

Washington Post Service 


ly 


GAIMAN, Argentina — Angharad 
Rogers, J27, is a Welsh warrior in 
schoolteacher’s clothing. And in this 
Patagonian village where the scent of 
Celtic spice cake wafts from the doors 
of quaint teahouses, the Cardiff native 
has become one of the generals in 
Wales's centuries-old warfor cultural 
preservation. 

More than 100 years after settlers 
from Wales founded this town and left 
their imprint throughout the Argentine 
province of Chubut, Miss Rogers is on 
a mission to save die Welsh language 
and culture in one of the most isolated 
laces on Earth: She has been assigned 
the Welsh Office of the British 

government to 

teach . the ancient 
tongue at a middle 
school here. 

Near the bottom 
of the world, this 
village of 4,000 is 
home to choral 
groups, church ser- 
vices and even radio 
programs still conducted in crisp, old- 
style Welsh. Princess Diana, on her 
last trip to South America before hex 

death in 1997, took a spot of tea in one 

of Gaiman’s half dozen or so Welsh 
teahouses — although she unwittingly 
left the town boiling by picking the 
only one run: run by a Welsh descen- 
dant “It was so like an English person 
to slight tbe Welsh that way,” Miss 
Rogers said, only half joking. 

“The glory of Cbobat, in fart, is 


c Qnly place on Earth 
where Welsh has not 
been, corrupted by the 


that it is perhaps the only place on 
ere Welsh has not been 


Earth where 


cor- 
said Miss 


partly because of a carrot offered by 
the British government, which, in 
1996, began awarding six annual 
scholarships for Patagonians to study 
Welsh in Wales. 

'“‘It’s very in fashion to roeak Welsh 
right now,” said Gabriel Resrucha, 
27, whose great- gnat-grandmother 
was' WeLsb-bom. He wot one of the 
first Welsh scholarships and is now 
teaching the language at Gaiman’s 
high school. " ‘We have kids who don ’t 
have an ounce of Welsh blood but are 
eager to learn the language because 
they don’t warn to be left out of ac- 
tivities in town, and becaure titey want 
to learn about the history of onr re- 
gion.” 

The Welsh influence here dates 
back to 1865, when 153 settlers foun- 
ded tbe coastal city 
of Puerto Madryn, 
named after Sir 
Parry Madryn, a 
Welsh nobleman 
who assisted the set- 
tiers. On a ship 
named Mimosa, die 
group set oat to es- 
cape an imforgiving 
life in the coal towns of Wales, and to 
seek cultural freedom away from the 
oppression of English society. 

The settlers quickly moved inland 
to Gaiman from Puerto Madryn in 
search of better land to cultivate. 

The settlement of the area by the 
Welsh, who were welcomed with 
open arms and financial assistance by 
an Argentine government eager for 
European immigrants to populate the 
vast emptiness of Patagonia, marked 
another chapter in South America’s 
history of utopia-seeking immi- 


rupted by the English, 

Rogers. ■“Tins is a little Wales in 


Patagonia, and I thick it’s important to 
Welsh culture everywhere to keep it 
that way.” • • 

To be sure, Spanish xs tbe main 
language used in Chubut, and. die 
ercat-greal-grandchildrep. of the orig- 
inal Welsh settlers take fierce pride in 
being Arg en tine. Nevertheless, in 
contrast to Wales itself, where only 
about 30 percent of the residents are 
fluent in their native bmeuane. the 
Welsh tradition is thriving 


Today, the Welsh language is con- 
sidered downright cool in Gaiman and 
r carts of ce 


in other parte' 


the region has become inawaringly 
rec ognized for its unique heritage, 
Welsh has become trendy among ra 


local youth. Student enrofiment m 
Welsh language classes to mane *an 
doubled since Britain * Welsh Office 


in tbe early 1990s. Patagonian chd- 
dren are choosing to learn such words 
as rhyngrhwyf (Welsh for c-mul) 


And as with many of South Amer- 
ica’s religious and cultural pilgrims of 
the time, the Welsh, far from the greon 
hills of Wales in this cold, arid region, 
dung to their traditions as a balm for 
homesickness. Among the most im- 
portant was language. 

Tbe Welsh traditions in Gaiman 
include the singing of traditional re- 
tigirm s hymns during funerals. Church 
services, led by a visiting pastor from 
Wales, often are conducted in Welsh. 
There is ft cafg life that revolves 
around the Welsh teahouses, which 
have also become something of a tour- 
ist attraction. 

Until tiie Welsh Office in Britain 
agreed to spend $40,000 ft year pro- 
moting Welsh in Cbobat, however, 
the language was on the verge of dying 
mit, with only a handful of older wom- 
en in Gaiman speaking fluent Welsh 
by tbe early 1990s. . 

Now, the scholarships in Wales and 
tiie teachers are helping the language 
stag^ a comeback. / • - 



Mr. Ishihara arriving at the metropolitan government office Friday for his first day as governor of Tokyo. 


Tokyo Chief Defends Anti- China Views 

New Governor Hits Bock After Beijing Criticises His Remarks on War 


Reuters 

TOKYO — The new governor of 
Tokyo, Shin taro Ishihara, said after 
taking office Friday that he would not 
bow to foreign pressure to change his 
anti-Chinese views. 

Mr. Ishihara, a prize- winning anther 
and former cabinet minister in the gov- 
erning Liberal Democratic Party, crit- 
icized China for its policies toward 
Taiwan and Tibet. 

“Ais governor of Tokyo, I have my 
own assertions that need not be con- 
trolled by foreign countries,” Mr. Ishi- 
hara, 66, said. 

Mr. Ishihara has repeatedly irritated 


Ishihara’ s quotes from the past decade. 

They included his assertion that tbe 
1937 Rape of Nanking, in which as 
many as 300,000 Chinese were 
slaughtered by Japanese troops, was a 
“fabrication” and that Japanese ag- 
gression rescued Asia from “colon- 

Wat n>l>i»A niuhakW ** 


ization by white people.’ 

Mir. Ishihara said Friday that there 


China with what Beijing has described 
as “absurd” anti-China views and 


derogatory i e marks whitewashing Jap- 
anese atrocities committed before and 
during World War II. 

Earlier this week, China's leading 
mouthpiece, the People’s Daily, ran a 
commentary recalling several of Mr. 


were no differences between his views 
on China and those held by the central 
Japanese government. 

“On policies toward China, where 
do you find differences between my 
opinions and the government’s opin- 
ions?” Mr. Ishihara said when asked 
by a Chinese reporter how he would 
coordinate his views with the centra] 

government. 

Mr. Ishihara criticized China for 
threatening to attack Taiwan if it made 
any attempt to declare independence. 

“The fact dial China’s top leaders 
have clearly stated that depending on 


the situation they would use force 
against Taiwan is a cause of our grave 
concern,” he said. 

“It is also very troublesome for Ja- 
pan and Asian neighbors and it is a very 
horrible stance,” he added. 

Beijing has regarded Taiwan as a 
renegade province ineligible for sov- 
ereign contacts since 1949. when the 
communists drove the nationalists into 
exile on the island after years of civil 
war. 

Mr. Ishihara also criticized China 
for what he called “inhumane” 
policies toward Tiber. 

“Whether Tibet is part of China or 
an independent state, from the stand- 
point of human rights I state that I 
cannot accept the fact that China has 
bran proceeding with policies tbar are 
never humane.” he said. 

“I can hardly think the Japanese 
government approves of such action,” 
he added. 


Kim 9 s Rivals 


Focus on 


Rights Issue 


By Nicholas D. Kristof 

New York Times Service 


. At least eight people and possibly as 
many as 100 have bees killed in attacks 
by pro-Jakarta militias on supporters of 
independence in East Timor, a local 


U,S. Asks How Spy Suspect Stayed in Job 


By James Risen 

New fork Times Service 


WASHINGTON — Energy Secretary 
Bill Richardson is investigating how a 
computer scientist at Los Alamos Na- 
tional Laboratory kept his access to nu- 
clear secrets long after be was suspected 
of being a Chinese spy, officials said. 

Mr. Richardson may soon take dis- 
ciplinary actios against officials who 
allowed tbe scientist. Wen Ho Lee, a 
Taiwan-born computer expert, access to 
nuclear-weapons designs for nearly 
three years after he emerged as a leading 
suspect in China's theft of data on the 
most advanced U.S. nuclear warhead. 

Mr. Lee still bad access to nuclear 
secrets at Los Alamos for more than a 
year after the director of the FBI, Louis 
Freeh, told Energy Department officials 
in 1997 that there was no longer any 
investigative reason to keep Mr. Lee in a 
sensitive position. When the FBI in- 
vestigates spy cases, it often asks em- 
ployers not to move suspects out of their 


jobs to avoid tipping them off. 

It was not known which officials might 
face punishment Los Alamos and the 
other U.S. nuclear weapons laboratories 
are owned by the Energy Department 
Mr. Richardson’s internal inquiry 
came just as congressional leaders 
presented President Bill Clinton with ev- 
idence that Chinese nuclear spying had 
continued during his administration. 

The Republican chairman and the 
ranking Democrat on a select House com- 
mittee dial has investigated illicit trans- 
fers of high technology to China briefed 
Mr. Clinton on their findings Thursday, 
including evidence of Chinese espionage 
during the Clinton presidency. 
Representative Christopher Cox. Re- 


publican of California, and Represen- 
tative Norm Dicks, Democrat of Wash- 


ington, told Mr. Clinton that the Chinese 
effort to steal American atomic secrets 
was “not ancient history." 

The president did not dispute their 
findings, the two lawmakers said. 

The issue of whether Beijing's es- 


pionage has continued during tbe Clin- 
ton presidency is politically significant 
because of the furor over the admin- 
istration's handling of evidence in the 
Los Alamos spy case. 

In response to criticism that the White 
House sought to play down the evidence 
for fear of damaging American-Chinese 
relations, Mr. Clinton and his advisers 
have stressed that the loss of design data 
related to the W-88 warhead from Los 
Alamos occurred in the 1980s, long be- 
fore Mr. Clinton took office. 

Mr. Clinton stated last month (hat he 
had never been told about evidence of 
Chinese nuclear espionage during his 
presidency. 

An administration official did not dis- 
pute that the briefing with the leaders of 
the Cox panel included a discussion of 
possible Chinese atomic espionage dur- 
ing tbe Clinton presidency. But the of- 
ficial emphasized that the information 
did not deal with assertions of further 
espionage at one of America’s nuclear- 
weapons laboratories. 


SEOUL — President Kim Dae Jung 
has been lionized around the world for 
his lifetime of struggle for human rights 
in South Korea, and he is often men- 
tioned as a candidate for the Nobel Peac£ 
Prize because of his efforts to achieve 
peace and democracy on the Korean 
Peninsula. - 

So it is discomforting for Mr. Kim that 
his government is being denounced by a 
South Korean opposition party this week 
in Geneva at me UN Commission on 
Human Rights. Members of the National 
Assembly are accusing him of using 
torture and illegal surveillance to sup- 
press his opponents. 

‘ ‘There have been some positive steps 
taken by Kim,” said Lee Shin Bom, 
National Assembly member who is lead- 
ing the delegation to Geneva. “But over 
all tbe situation has deteriorated in many 
areas.” 

Mr. Lee, who like Mr. Kim is a long- 
time fighter for democracy in South Ko- 
rea and a former political prisoner, ac- 
cused the government in a speech to the 
United Nations commission of endemic 
misuse of police, prosecutors and the in- 
telligence agency for political reasons. 

The catalog of accusations, strikingly 
similar to those that Mr. Kim used to 
level against previous presidents, has 
left Mr. Kim’s supporters outraged and 
bewildered. 

“It’s nonsense; it’s groundless,” said 
Jay Yoo, vice president of Mr. Kim’s 
party, tbe National Congress for New 
Politics. Mr. Yoo said he could under- 
stand the opposition’s objecting to Mr, 
Kim’s economic measures or foreign 
policy, but not suggestions that Mr. Rhn 
had become dictatorial since taking of- 
fice a bit more than a year ago. 

Indeed, one gauge that South Korea 
remains vibrantly democratic is that Mr. 
Kim’s critics say the nastiest things about 
him and get away with it. Moreover, at 
least at the surface. South Korea has 
□ever been freer, for Mr. Kim has freed 
longtime political prisoners who had 
been punished for praising the Commu- 
nist government in North Korea. 

“We think democracy functions well 
here,” a Western diplomat in Seoul said. 
“Koreans have won their Jong struggle 
for democracy, and it is working 
well.” 

Still, the leading opposition party, the 
Grand National Party, is accusing Mr. 
Kim of betraying the cause of democ- 
racy and of using the government ap- 
paratus for political purposes. The party, 
which organized the delegation to 
Geneva to denounce Mr. Kim, previ r 
ously dominated South Korea and now is 
on the outside of power. 

“President Kim Dae Jung’s intention 
is to see the collapse of the opposition 
party," Lee Hoi Chang, leader of the 
Grand National Party and Mr. Kim’s 
main rival in the December 1997 
ideotial election, said this week. “I 
happens, there will be no democracy in 
Korea." 

Lee Hoi Chang and other critics assert 
in particular that Mr. Kim has used 
threats of punishment and exposure of 
damaging information to force members 
of other parties in the National Assembly 
to join Mr. Kim’s party. In addition, Lee 
Hoi Chang’s brother has been im- 
prisoned and is now on trial on charges of 
campaign finance violations, in whatcrie 
ics complain is a political prosecution. 

“The intention is to implicate my 
brother and inflict political damage ojj 
me," Mr. Lee said. 


international HeratdTrQnme 

PARIS — Munir Ahmad Khan, 72, 
chief architect of Pakistan’s nuclear pro- 
gram and a former chairman of tbe In- 
ternational Atomic Energy Agency, died 
Wednesday in Vienna' after heart sur- 
gery. 

Mr. Khan was appointed chairman of 
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion in 1972 by Prime Minister ZulfQcar 
Ali Bhutto and oversaw the development 
of Pakistan’s nuclear facilities, from fuel 
cycle fabrication to bomb design test 
units and eventually a working reactor. 

He also spent 14 years with the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy Agency and 
was chairman of its board of governors 
from 1986 to 1987. 

Last May, after India tested nuclear 
weapons near the Pakistani border, Mr. 
Khan wrote an opinion piece for the 
International Herald Tribune in which 
he called the tests “a suicidal act” and 
“an affront to world public opinion.” 

He warned that at a time when “the 
world has bees trying to get rid of nu- 
clear weapons,” India’s tests would 
touch off an arms race on the subcon- 
tinent. “Pakistan will perceive this as a 
direct threat to its national security,” he 
wrote. “Pakistan will be forced to con- 
sider an appropriate response to this 
latest provocation. ” 

Charles (Buddy) Rogers, 94; 
Husband of Mary Pickford 

NEW YORK (NYT) — Charles 
(Budd|y) Rogers, 94, the handsome lead- 
ing man and band leader who starred in 
“Wings” (1927), the first film to win an 
Academy Award, and who later married 
Mary Pickford, “America’s. Sweet- 
heart,’’ died Wednesday at his. home in 
Rancho Mirage, California. 

Tall, slim and with brown eyes and. 
black hair, Mr. Rogers was a versatile 
musician whose almost inadvertent 
screes career catapulted him to imme- 
diate stardom. But in some 35 films 
between 1926 and 1957 — vehicles with 
titles like “Fascinating Youth.” "So’s 
Your Old Man,” “My Best Girl,” 
“Abie’s Irish Rose/’ “Varsity/’ 
“Dance Band,” “Golden Hoofs” and 


“Mexican Spitfire’s Baby ” — he never 
impressed critics as more than a pleasant 
performer. 

He was best remembered for his star- 
ring role as an all-American boy who 
goes off to fight the Hun as a member of 
tiie Army Air Corps in William Well- 
man’s classic World War 1 spectacle, 
“Wings.” 

After seeing him in “Wings,” Miss 
Pickford. one of film’s foremost stars, 
asked that he be cast in her next film. 


"My Best Girl.” In that whimsical 1927 
film, she played a pretty salesgirl in a 5- 
and-10-cent store who captures the heart 
of Mr. Rogers, not knowing that he is die 
son of the owner of the chain of stores. 

Miss Pickford, who had been married 
since 1920 to her second husband, 
Douglas Fairbanks, captured Mr. Ro- 
gers’ heart off-screen as well, although 
they were not married until 1937, after 
Miss Pickford and Mr. Fairbanks were 
divorced. Their marriage ended only 


with Miss Pickford 's death at 86 in 
1979. 

Besides movies, Mr. Rogers appeared 
in vaudeville and on radio and television 
and on the stage, and he produced films! 


Ralph Perk. 85, the hard-luck mayor 
of Cleveland from 1972 to 1977 whose 
misfortunes included accidentally set- 
ting his own hair on fire with a blowtorch 
at a ceremonial appearance, died Wed- 
nesday in Westlake, Ohio. 
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Japan Admits to Wider Sale of Cloned Beef 

Government Moves to Allay Consumer Fears That Research Cattle Was Unsafe 


By Sheryl WuDunn 

New York Timas Service 


TOKYO — The Japanese govern- 
ment said Friday that 66 head of cloned 
cattle had been slaughtered and sold on 
the beef market in the country, raising 
concerns among consumers about the 
safety of the meat 

The clones had been produced as 
part of Japan’s advanced research into 
the cloning of animals. 

Japan has gone further than almost 
any country in the world in cloning 
livestock. 

Those that were butchered were no 
longer needed for research and were 
put on the open market. 

Scientists said they did not have any 
health concerns about the meat, which, 
they said, is identical genetically to the 
meat of the cattle that had been 
cloned. 

Bat some consumers are apprehens- 
ive about the idea of eating cloned 
animals. 

After acknowledging a week ago 
that it had allowed the sale of cloned 
beef, the government mounted a cam- 
paign to convince the public that eating 
cloned beef was safe. 

On Wednesday. Sboichi Nakagawa, 


the agriculture minister, ate a plate of 
cloned beef at a tasting party to dispel 
anxiety. 

The sale of the meal also under- 
scores the commercial potential of 
cloning. If successful and allowed to 
continue, cloning could drastically 
change the way meal is manufactured 
in this country, consistently develop- 
ing tbe best beef-producing specimens 
and thus driving down Japanese beef 
prices, which are the highest in the 
world. 

Bioengineering is not as divisive an 
issue in Japan as in Europe and the 
United Slates. But some Japanese still 
are alarmed over the ethical issue of 
raising cloned animals, even if they are 
domesticated animals that are cur- 


rently bred for slaughter. 


■ven if the cloning technique be- 
comes possible, to manipulate life and 
to go beyond God’s control — we need 
to think carefully whether to accept this 
or not,’* said Setsuko Yasuda, a 
spokeswoman of Consumers Union of 
Japan. "This discussion is lacking in 
Japan.” 

Shobei Yo Demo to, a cloning expert 
at Mitsubishi Kasei Institute of Life 
Sciences in Japan, acknowledged toe 
potential sensitivities. 


“I guess it's just a sense of value, or 
shall I say, feeling, ’ ’ he said. "Whether 
one likes or dislikes it, whether one 
feels comfortable or not toward cloned 
meat.” 

Tbe way the news came out also 
unsettled some consumers. They were 
told about tbe cloned beef only after it 
had been sold and eaten on tbe market, 
and it was never identified as such 
when it was sold. 

Moreover, just last week, the gov- 
ernment said that it knew of only two 
cattle clones had been sold, and Friday 
it dramatically raised the figure. 

The cloned beef was inspected and 
approved by government licensed in- 
spectors, and was graded as ordinary 
beef, according to Hayato Iwamoro, a 
spokesman for the Ministry of Ag- 
riculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

Government and cloning scientists 
have reassured the public that cloned 
beef is safe but people are wary. 

“If I knew it was cloned beef. I’d 
hesitate to eat it/’ said Nobuko 
Hiwasa. a spokeswoman of toe Na- 
tional Liaison Committee of Consumer 
Organizations. 

"We would like information on 
What exactly cloned beef is. Is it 
safe?” 
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Class Act 
In Nagoya 

‘Sister Museum’ Pact 
Comes to Fruition 





By Christine Chapman 


N AGOYA Japan — With foe 

Egyptian mummy mask and 
Claude Monet's 1891 paint* 
ing “Haystack in the Setting 
Son," the Nagoya/Boston Museum of 
Fine Arts debut here last week was a 
class acL They came together in two 
exhibitions provided by the Boston Mu- 
seum in an unusual joint venture that has 
taken seven and a half years to realize. 

* ‘Monet, Renoir and the Impression* 
ist Landscape,*' which displays 62 
paintings from the Fine Arts' superior 
collection of French art, will be on 
view until SepL 26. “The Art of the 
Ancient Mediterranean World,’’ with 
more than 220 objects, will have a rive- 
year ran, until March 2004. 

Nine-thousand Japanese devotees of 
French Impressionism rilled the gal- 
leries on the opening weekend of April 
17-18. Before the opening, 22,000 
tickets were already sold. 

Although the Japanese will prefer 
the popular Impressionists, the “An- 
cient Mediterranean World" is the 
more exciting show. Such dramatic 
sculptures as the colossal upper torso 
of Ramses the Great, nude athletes and 
the elaborate tombs of important 
people are dramatically installed in 
semi-darkness with soft, focused light- 
ing lending mystery. This exhibition 
alone is worth die trip to Nagoya. 

The “Impressionist Landscape," by 
contrast, is an easy walk in the country, 
with masterpieces by Renoir, Monet and 
Van Gogh. There are also several works 
of pretty women, children at the beach, 
overcast skies and hish fields. Arranged 
chronologically and thematically from 
the Barbizon school of Corot and Millet 
through Post-Impressionists like Piss- 
arro, die exhibit is a sunny survey. 

The history of the new museum, in 
which Boston provides all the art and 
Nagoya all the money, is a lesson in 
perseverance on both rides. 

Kiichiro Ito, a prominent banker and 
chairman of die Nagoya Foundation 
for the Aits, a group of businessmen 
and companies that support die project, 
called us city “a culturally barren 
area.'* Now he expects travelers from 
all over Asia to visit the new mosenm 
and the adjacent hotel that cost $300 
million to build. He is hoping for 
600,000 tourists the first year, 300,000 
each succeeding year. 

Malcolm Rogers, the Boston mu- 
seum's director, admitted that it was 
the suitor in this “sister museum’ ’ ar- 
rangement; “We were looking for a 
permanent base in Japan and Japanese 
friends suggested Nagoya as die site. 
There was controversy in Nagoya 
about whether this was a wise way to 
spend money. We began with the Im- 
pressionists because we wanted to start 
with a big splash.” 

“Controversy” is an understate- 
ment In 1991, when Japan was still 
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An Egyptian mummy's mask from the fourth millennium B.C . 


economically aglow, the Nagoya 
Chamber of Commerce signed a letter 
of intent for a $50-million contract with 
the Fine Arts for 20 years. Boston is to 
provide 44 exhibits during the period: 
four long-term ones tike “Ancient 
Mediterranean Art” and 40 five-month 
exhibits like the Impressionist one. 

With the economy in a downturn, in 
1993 Nagoya complained about the 
price tag. The Boston museum, which 
was then in debt with heavy annual 
deficits, is now solvent In 1994 
Nagoya's taxpayers were angry that 
the museum would decide what art to 
send and what not to. But the Japanese 
curator, Anne Nishimnra Morse, said: 
“We're not holding anything back. If 
we’ve got it, we'll send it” 

The official contract was signed in 
1 995 after the Nagoya city government 
revised die financing between the re- 
gional government and local busi- 
nesses. 

The new museum, attached to a 
high-rise hotel that opened this month, 
hovers above the entrance plaza tike a 
load of cargo being hoisted aboard 
.ship. It contains exhibit halls on die two 
upper levels and offices and a shop on 
the lower floor. 

The Fine Arts Museum has a long 
connection with Japan. In 1877, the 
zoologist Edward S. Morse acquired 
5,000 pieces of pottery during his foray 
to Japan in search of new forms of 
marine life. He eventually gave them to 
the museum, which had opened in 
1876. His friend Ernest Fenollosa, who 
taught philosophy at Tokyo Imperial 
University, acquired dozens of 
Buddhist temple paintings. One of his 


finds appears in the exhibition: a six 
panel screen “European Ring and 
Members of His Court,” (1601-1614) 
done in Western-style painting on gold 
paper, perhaps depicting Philip fl of 
Spain and his courtiers. 

William S. Bigelow, a Boston doc- 
tor, collected everything: paintings, 
swords, sculpture, textiles, woodblock 
prints. He also gave his collections to 
the museum. 


A ND WHEN Charles Weld, 
another Bostonian, brought 
the Fenollosa paintings into 
the Fine Arts, its importance 
as a reservoir of Japanese art was se- 
cured. When Kakuzo Okakura, a stu- 
dent of Fenollosa’ s, went to Boston to 
head the Asiatic Department, he ex- 
panded the collection to include 
Chinese an. The second five-month 
exhibit, “Okakura Tenshin and the 
MFA,” will bring back to Japan some 
long-gone treasures. It opens Oct. 23. 

Although curators from both mu- 
seums travel regularly back and forth 
to decide on subject matter and select 
the works for exhibitions, the public 
idea is that the Fine Arts controls the 
choices. Not so, said the 
Nagoya/BMFA director, Tadao Ogura: 
“Both sides make proposals, discuss 
and agree. If Boston tolls us a certain 
object will need conservation, we 
either bear the cost or choose an al- 
ternative. Boston will agree with us 
when taste is an issue." 

Christine Chapman, an American 
journalist, lived in Japan for many 
years. 
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Ijosday, Mai 4, 1999 

Boom 16 Wednesday at i 15 p m.. FLiRNITURE and WORKS 
OF ART, JEWELLERY, ANTIQUE WATCHES, 19th century 
WRIST WATCHES. ETUDE TAJAN, 37, rue des Marhurins, 
75008 Paris, TeL: 33 (01) 53 30 30 30 - Fax: 33 (00) 53 30 30 
31. Web : http://www.iapri.conJ - Email: tapn@woridneLfr 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 

Rooms 5 & 6 at 2:15 p.m. 17th, and 18th and 19th century 
FURNITURE and WORKS OF ART From collections of 
Countess A.G. de P-, de P., Mr. and Mis L and others. ETUDE 
TAJAN, 37, rue des Marhurins, 75008 Ranis, TeL 33 (01) 5 3 30 
30 30 - Fax: 33(00) 53 30 30 31. Web : httpv/www.tajan.cnm - 
Email: [ajan®woridnetit. 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Room 1 at 3 p m. MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, VIOLINS - 
VIOLONCELLO - BASS - BOWS. ETUDE TAJ AN, 37, rue 
des Maihurins, 75008 Paris, Tel.: 33 (01) 53 30 30 30 - Fax: 
33(00) 53 30 30 31- Web : Imp: .'www.ttjan.ouni - Email: 
rajamawrirldneLfr. 


Art Sites 



Over 2^00 works of pine art 
available on the net 
www.3it-conDection.com 

47 MiddM Sc Lawton W1R9LA 
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Who Owns World Culture? 


By Sourea Melikian 

l/aemHienal HeraldTribtuK 


L ondon — it is an rd- 
caony experience. One 
day, you are in Now 
Yod k taking part is an 
International symposium at 
Columbia University on the 
theme of 4 ‘Who Owns Culture?” 
and the subject of looting and 
vandalizing art in its multiple as- 
pects — tearing up manuscripts 
to sell off the leaves, ripping tile 
revetments off 13th-ceotiiry 
mosques and palaces. Two days 
later, foe scene switches to foe 
London sales of so-called Islam- 
ic art (from Arab Spain to China), 
and so much of it looks like an 
illustration of the former that it 
feels unreal, 

A great deal of the havoc was 
dime decades ago, but foe jetsam 
and flotsam of the cultural ship 1 
wreck persists, much of it from 
foe Iranian world, which has foe 
longest continuous history and 
by far the largest production. 

The proportion of objects dug up 
crudely from their underground 
caches versus proper archaeolo- 
gical excavations is overwhelm- 
ing, favoring & trail of accom- 
panying fantasies. 

In foe 1930s, a Metropolitan 
Museum ream hastily conducted 
excavations in Neyshapur, in A pa, 
eastern Iran. When they stopped 1590 
in 1940, commerce took over . 
and thousands of ceramics were dug up 
to be carted off to the Western markets 
up to foe late 1970s. 
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A page from Khandamir’s history, Iran,.circa 
1590-1600: Shah Ismail at a royal hunt. . 


d thousands of ceramics were dug up & mosque or a mausoleum — have sur- 
be carted off to the Western markets vived intact the attentions of Western 
> to foe late 1970s. collecting. Several have ■ been <tis~ 

These lOfo-centuiy ceramics often mantled and their components sold 
m up at auction: “Samarkand, Trans- piecemeal 


turn up at auction: “S amarkand, Trans- piecemeal 

oxiana,” Christie's catalogue pro- The center piece of such a mibrab, 
claimed Monday. Indeed, the I0th-cen- painted in golden luster with blue let- 

. . . ... ... . ■ ^ JJJ1 Crf.. 1 


inscriptions in Ney 


painted in golden luster with blue let- 
tering in the middle of the 13th century, 
appeared at Christie's and fetched a gr- 


Greater havoc still has been 
wrought on manuscripts ofPer- 
sian romances. Tens of foou- 
sands of pages taw been tom 
away from their volupies to be 
sold individually. 

Opening folios with the brie 
page were sought for foe sake of * 
foe abstract utaination. At 6 
Christie’s on Monday, a leaf 
with foe beginning of Nmbm * 
“Book of Nobility (Sharaf- 
Na msh). tom off loag ago from 

amannscriptoffoefoiidOTarter 

. of foe 16th century, soW for 
£920. On Thursday, at Sothe- 
by’s, a kaf of foe same period 
from a mannscript of Nezami s 
romance “Ley la and Majnnn” 
made £5^20. Are buyers be- 
frinnmg to be less enfon«astic 
^ut masned books? Another 
lfith-centory leaf with part of 
foe preface to foe Book of 
Kings, sold in Fans in 1975 and 
again in London in 1996, found 
no taker tills time. 

Intact volumes and rarity, by 
contrast, galvanize attendances. 

The trig prize among foe 
man uscripts consigned by Yar- 
shater to Christie’s was the third 
volume of a general history by 
J Qiandamir d atin g from the :Wj 
1590s. It is the only surviving 
. example of the work known to 
ftssc: include paintings. The volume 
za soared to £287300. 

Three days later this was out- 
shone at Sotheby's by an 

equally rare volume from another part of 

the Islamic world — a Koran from Arab 
Spain copied at Valencia, “Balansiya” 
in Arabic, in 1160. Signed by a famous 

scribe, it is care of only seven comparable 

manuscripts. At £474,500, it became tire 
most expensive Koran ever auctioned. 

But the unique sometimes raises ques- 
tions, particularly in the field of objects. 

The sensation of the week was supposed 


Irarvi were close. But hardly any of the gabtic £133,500. The sen s a ti on of the week was supposeci 

Samarkand ce ramic s fonnA at tin* tm nf Some bitter irony was attachedtothat to be a uniquely large OH lamp on sand. 


foe century went to foe West Small sale. Acquired many years ago at Parke 
details such as color and weight of the Becnet, foe mibrab .tile was part of a 
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body, certain nuances in the calligraphy, 
foe selection of texts, etc., can be Re- 


sale. Acquired many years ago at Parke 210 centimeters (84 inches) high, from 
Bemet, foe mibr ab .tile was part of a Spain, to which Christie’s gave an llfo- 
collection formed between 1950 and century date. It was sold as ‘ “the property 


1985, largely in the West, 


ognized. A large, fine bowl of foe kind Ehsan Yars hater of Co! 


that could be seen in Tehran shops made 
£10,925 ($17,500). 


sity. The great scholar of Persian ht- 
erature donated it to foe New York- 


Then there were these bowls with based Persian Heritage Foundation to 


grayish-blue motifs or inscriptions on 
ivory ground, regularly ascribed to 
“Mesopotamia.” A few shards came to 
light before World War 2 in Samarra, 
Iraq, amidst fragments from various 
parts of the world. By contrast, scores of 


support its scholarly 
gram, including the 


M; 


Encyclopedia Iranica and a major ent- engraved with a half-rosette is unpar- 
ical edition of the 10th-century “Book afleled, as is foe treatment of foe birds 

m •> XT, -I. I A- tl.. nf 


of Kings,” Shah-Nameh. 

Ihe professor, who devoted his life to 


pieces have been found west, east, north Persian literature, gathered here and foeare 


and south in Iran, some in proper ex- debris from the thousands of Iranian base in a way that finds no precedent in 
creations, most dug up commercially. manuscripts that have been cut up since metalwork from Spain, nor in the Is- 

On Monday at Christie’s, a bowl with the turn of foe century. At Christie’s, 12 lamic world at large, 
three palmettos resembling one in leaves from an early 14th-century Koran, Two bidders at least were satisfied 
Tehran fetched £6,325. QnThursday, at cleariy -copied.by one of, foe greatest -enpughJafim fo« object up to a breafo- 
Sptheby’s another bond, better pre- caIll^^iiessofaiitinK,weatfor£ 4 ^O 0 . tafctag £59^500. So much in it deviates 
served, sold for £14,950. By sheer ccmxadence, on Thursday at from the ornamental repertoire Jmown 

The distortion of cultural history, is Sotheby's, another ^, leaves from foe so far from<Hietatwmk anywhere in the 
no thing , thou gh, mmp artvl with fhaftiu- same Koran came up. Smorbly pro- Is lami c world tiiat it is best described as 
tiiation of monuments. Hardly any of the served, these shot 15 ) to £27,600. We may a hugely expensive gamble. Having 
1 3 fo-/*yimry ne mmi n mihrahs —panels never kirow foe artist’s name. It probably pored over bronzes for foe last three 
with simulated arches that tell Muslims appeared at the end of what must have decades, I would notput my money on iL 
which direction to free when Dravina in been a 30- volume weak. • Islam bam gambling anyway. 


served, sold for £14,950. 

The distortion of cultural history, is 
nothing, though, compared with the mu- 
tilation of monuments. Hardly any of the 
13th-century ceramic mihrabs — panels 
with simulated arches that tell Muslims 
which direction to free when praying m 


Is lami c world that it is best described as 
a hugely expensive gamble. Having 
pared over bronzes for foe last three 
decades, I would notput my money on it 
Islam bans gambling anyway. 


Raphael’s Studio and Legacy 
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Rv - r {. Cnrvamv Morris ation during which this new manner was Raphael's drawings for the frescc 

*** intrmaaanui Hemid Tribune developed and elaborated unfolds in the There are a considerable num 

subsequent sections of the exhibition. prints throughout the show, nota 

M ANTUA, Italy — Raphael By all accounts Raphael’s cha r isma, Marcantonio Raimondi, Ag 
died in Rome in 1520 at foe generosity and affability made his studio Veneziano, Marco Dente and t 
age of 37, having gathered an oasis of sweetness and light, but re- Carpi, who engraved works by R 
around him a group of tal- lations between his assistants did not and other members of foe studio, 
ented young artists who were to guar- always afterward remain so cordial. Two matrices were very important in s 
an tee not only that his name ~ ing the circle’s style t 


Raphael's drawings for foe frescoes. 
There are a considerable number of 
prints throughout foe show, notably fay 
Marcantonio Raimondi, Agostino 
Veneziano, Marco Dente and Ugo da 
Carpi, who engraved works by Raphael 


lived on, but also that the 
house style he created would 
be widely propagated. 

The fact that Raphael’s 
workshop came to employ 
many bands to fulfill the mul- 
tiple commissions showered 
on foe young prodigy, and that 
some of these commissions 
were fulfilled after his death 
entirely by his collaborators, 
has made extremely problem- 
atic the untangling of who ex- 
actly was responsible for ori- 
ginating and carrying out 
which works from this 
Renaissance artist’s studio. 

•'Rome and the Classical 
Style of Raphael: 1515- 
1527.” a show of more than 
300 drawings, paintings, 
tapestries and engravings, is 
the most ambitious attempt 
yet to survey in detail this hive 
of activity. 

The setting is the splendid 
Palazzo Te, designed and fres- 
coed between 1525 and 1535 
by Giulio Romano, Raphael’s 
most brilliant pupil and prin- 
cipal heir. When the exhibition 
closes here on May 30, it will 
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ing the circle’s style beyond 
Rome, and a means by which 
Raphael’s own work contin- 
ued to be reproduced after his 
death. 

This was a period when ma- 
jor advances in foe technology 
of engraving and printing were 
being made, and an exception- 
ally gifted practitioner like 
Raimondi, labored unremit- 
tingly to improve and perfect 
his technique and exploit foe 
possibilities of the medium. 
Interestingly enough, Giulio 
Romano was particularly alive 
to foe new technology’s po- 
tential for the production of 
erotica, and a series of 136 
drawings, expertly engraved 
by Raimondi for wider distri- 
bution, in doe coarse landed 
him in jail for obscenity. - 

Giulio departed for Mantua 
in 1524, where his myriad tal- 
ents were rewarded by foe 
Gonzaga and he was given free 
rein in his creation of Palazzo 
Te, whose walls he was able to 
decorate unmolested wifo ex- 
plicit amorous scenes, thinly 
Yefled as episodes from an- 
cient mythology. To berabte to 


possession . of Europe as wdL 




v 


Professor of a iwlfosEmopeaafiuirily by descent” 
i Univer- 

srsian tit- M~ ANY features in this object, 

nr York- 1% yl which has foe reddish color 
tdation to I m / 1 of copper rather than 
ions pro- 1 ▼ JL bronze, are curious. The 
langni^ft cock: perched at the top, wifo its crest 


enclosed in roundels on the underside of 
foe well The abstract ornament is or- 
eamzed on foe main shaft and foe domed 
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Putto by Giulio Romano, Raphael's principal }ieir~ $ 

of his closest aides, GhOio Romano and 

^ com S from Gl0Vamn Udine, for example, were tunatefy poshed his interpretation of die 

They have taken foe opportunity to were soon at each other’s throats, and Less than force years after GrnTio Ro- 

Florentine patron was demanding mano’s 
reversmg many from foe last ccntiuy, an end to foe incessant disput^between foe 

; and the majonty reinstating foe master these two “madmen “ ry xvv trv “^iwceai me-nanos 

^uss-jsttsts ssSSsS 
assKr-—” a aettssjasaa aSP 1 

ds>nzas2isjtfs sa: sSjte 

his assistants were embarking an foe 1523-24 despite a stronc connteririd Hv fled to the hometowns 

frescoes for the Stanza deETncendio in Sebastianofod Piombo^nd^SSa^ to make foeir fortunes m 

dteV sSSto^i ^ aadsome tookrefogo dse, 

srrssss?aup srsi'sS 

style, inspired by ancient models, folly team s _*^^^*«asaire<ifoedif- 
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How Cheap Can Old Masters Be? ans 


c\ 


Less-Known Artists 
Can Be Underpriced 


By Source MetiJdan 


Dealers and Scholars 
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Should Looted Works Be Published? 


By Souren Melikian 


N 


EW YORK — How right is jtfor art historians to publish works of art 
that may tumble into the ait market, greatly enhanced by their seal of 
approval? The problem becomes acute when the art concerned only 


a few specialists who feel they can 111 afford to ignore any new material. 

It received new urgency on March 25 as Sotheby's held its splendid sale of 
“Indian and Southeast Asian Art,” followed by an equally impressive selling 
show jointly organized by Sotheby’s and Rossi & Rossi of London. 

But there is no blanket answer. Consider die case of Ulrich von Schroeder, a 
Zurich dealer with a lifelong passion for the Buddhist and Hindu bronzes of the 
Himalayas from Kashmir through Nepal and Tibet to northeast India. Orig- 
inally a collector who became a dealer, and then a scholar. Von Schroeder spent 
years recording as many Himalayan bronzes as he could find in order to work 
out a regional classification and a chronology. Eventually, he produced a huge 
catalogue raisonnd, “Indo-Tibetan Bronzes,” published in Hong Kong in 1981 
by Visual Dharma Publications. 

Running to hundreds of plates, mostly made from his own photographs, 
many of them taken under die most difficult circumstances, the 576-page 
volume remains the handbook on the subject. As a visual record, it is 
unmatched. Most pieces were previously unpublished. Inevitably, most were in 
co m m er cial hands and, at intervals, one or two turn up at auction. 

On March 25, a remarkable Nepalese fignreof * standing “ Aimigbapasa, “ 

■ ah eight-armedT deity.which sold for $85,0W,fras bhe of these. If Sotoe5y*s • 
was able to describe it as “Nepalese, 14thceuthry ,” this was largely thanks to • 
Von Schroeder's groimBl^SBKi^es»qrclopedia. Manv of die pieces published 
by him will remain out of sight for years; and some, lost in the Asian Turmoil, 
may never be seen again. Is Von Schroeder’s undertaking to be deplored? 
Clearly not. ft is to be praised for its contribution to tbe progress of knowledge, 
if only because it saved from obliteration the image of some pieces. 


L ONDON — It happened on Dec. 16, on one of 
those days when world records tumble and only 
multimillionaires seem to stand a chance. The 
setting was Christie’s, London, where the most 
sive Isaac Sorean ever at auction (£573,500, or 
for an extremely beautiful still life of the 
1620s was followed by a mind-boggling £1 milli on for 
an imaginary harbor view by Joseph Veraet in Rome. 
The entire sale of Old Master pictures added up to £14.8 
million. It was a triumph duly echoed in the ringing 
press release put out by Christie’s PR people. 

With so much to celebrate, they somehow had little 
time for an interior scene by the elusive Jacobus Vrel 
that had also been sold. Is it because so little is known 
about this Dutch painter, whose earliest dated picture 
done in 1654 is in the Kunsthistorisches Museum in 
Vienna and whose verifiable activity stops a mere eight 
years later? Or was it just the austerity of the subject — 
a young woman who is sleeping in a four-poster, 
attended by nuns, with her newborn babe in a cot 


nearby? Whatever the case, no mention was made of the 


£49.900 picture, 
tidfhedra 


Continued on Page 11 


Nordidfiieriealer who bought it, Johnny Van Haeften . 
of London, a leading specialist in Dutch and Flemish 
painting, convene a press conference to announce that 
light cleaning had revealed an immaculate paint surface 
under the grime. The signature, which could only be 
faintly made out but escaped the attention of the auction 
bouse experts, is now distinctly legible, adding one 
more unquestionable work to an oeuvre that counts 
fewer than 20 paintings. 

A coup, undoubtedly. But not the only one involving 
Vrel, nor one of a kind reserved for dealers only. On July 
10, 1998, a painting of an interim- scene that is arguably 
Vrel’s masterpiece was bought at Christie's by one of 
this century’s great collectors. Baron Heinz Heinrich 
Thyssen von Bomemisza. He got the gem virtually 
unopposed, for £78,500. Only within the vast field of 
Old Masters could such a gem be acquired for what is. 
relatively speaking, a modest outlay. 

A mere fraction of that sum may occasionally bring in 
a perfectly good landscape by some of the lesser 17th- 
century Dutch painters. Further down in the sale, a 
poetic view with a Renaissance chateau on the banks of 
an estuary came up. Clouds roll in die sky allowing a 
pale sunlight to brighten up the manvish brick facade 
that shows signs of decay. One is reminded of Van 
Goyen’s Romantic perception of the Dutch countryside. 
But the panel dated 1646 is signed with initials by 
Woo ter Knijff (1607-1693). Nowadays, the artist’s 
name means little to most, but at £5,1 75, the buyer 
hardly took a big chance. 

■Another landscape by a contemporary of Van Goyen 
that-followed could be bought for a fifth of what a van 
Goyen of comparable quality might be worth. Signed 
Afntoonie] Vfander] Croos, die dated panel is a view of 
Haarlem as it stood in 1653, seen from the southwest, 
with die River Spaame running in the foreground along 
the low fortified walls with its turrets and half bastions. 

A masterpiece? Hardly, but a very pleasing urban 



Continued on Page II 
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Old Mastbu Paintings 


Contemporary Art 
Collection Sywblskx 
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CHEVERNY Sunday June 6, 1999 
Xlfeme Chateau country auction in Loire Valley 


Philippe Rouiftac Auctioneer 
Route de Biols -F. 41100 VendSme 

Tfil.: 33 2 5480 2424 - Fax: 33 2 54 77 61 10 
E-mail: roulHac@aol.com 
Intemethttp-y/www^^ 

CATALOGUE ON REQUEST: FF 200 


fine furnitures, works of art, paintings: 

DEGAS, O. REDON, COYPEL, RIGAUD 


CLAUDE MONET „ . 

-Brest sun rising. 1883'. 

wadenstein n» 816. (23*1/2 by 317/8 or 60x81cm). - 
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Los Angelas Modem flections, 

20th Century Modem Design Auction 

May 16, 1999 

Catalogues available now! 

For information please call 
J l323) 845-9456 
http:// wwwJLAmodeoi.cofn 
IflMR, PO Box 462006, LA, CA 90046 


CHRISTIE’S 



A pair of MaQorcan stipple gikwood and painted cabinets, 
first half 18 th Century 
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. GAN PU1G Y 
CASTILLO DE BENDINAT, 
MALLORCA 


Paintings ftxrnicure, silver; porcelain, textiles 
and works of arc from a Noble Mallorcan family, 
to be sold on the premises of Castillo de Ben dinar. 


Castillo de Bendinat, 24 & 25 May 1999 
viewing; 

Ca’n Puig and Castillo de Bendinat 20-23 May 
ENQUIRIES: Nicholas Orchard (44 171) 321 3004 
CATALOGUES; (44 17l) 389 2820 

8 King Street, SLjamesfs, London SW1Y 6QT 
. TeL (44 .171) 839 9060 Fax: (44 171) 839 1611 
www.christies.cora 
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Reproductions of 
The Itunker 

JH. 40; L IB; P. 19 cm) 

and 

The Female Sphinx 

JH. 18,2: L 12,2; 

P. 11,2 cm): 


Cast in the original 
dimensions, these 
reproductions are 
mode of organic 
resin. They are pre- 
sented in on Empire 
green gift box and 
accompanied by a 
history of the work. 
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Painting by Jacobus 
Vrel of a woman and 
her child in bedroom. 


“Adoration of the ; 
Magi,” left, a work ■ 
attributed to Pieter 
Coecke van Aelsi, * 
and "St. Christopher 
Carrying the Infant ,• ’ 
described as a work > 
from “his circle.” i 


dn/Thr Amw«4 Pr~* 


? for refugees. 


ps 


polls of fabric, 
sovo Albanian 
•order, a spurt in 
rople in the past 
i risers say, about 
ath. More than 
tent cities, and 
outstripped the 


lint,** said Paula 
rice of the UN 


10 


red 


ess agency said Mr. 
use of his “public 
to the government 
sect of the federal 


Serbian leaders!: 
t defeat NATO 

iL 

n condition of an- 
t visible fracture’ ’in 
it “shows (he price 


Page 10 


DA 


es Stance 
ind Libya 


Clinton has eased 
alicy to allow food 
is to be sold to Iran, 
an, officials said 


resents a softening 
three countries the 
as long viewed as 
rorism and export- 
l. Page 10. 


nU.S.Beef 


i Union said Wed- 
ould baa U.S. beef 
ie IS unless Wash- 
« ttte meat had no 
homaones. Ps^e 11. 


Page 7. 

Page 5. 
, Pages 6-7. 


....... Pages 18-19. 


I: 


I 

I 

I 

J 





-rrT-^ 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, SATURDAY -SUNDAY, APRIL 24-25, 1999 
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Northern Lights 



Rubens's ‘ ‘Lanzichenecco with Lover ' and Gerard David s ‘ ‘Crucifixion ' at Genoa's Galleria di Palazzo Bianco are among over 10,000 paintings to be catalogued. 

Assessing Italy’s Debt to Dutch-Flemish Painters 


By Roderick Conway Morris 

F LORENCE — Almost every museum in Italy, not to 
mention scores of churches, contain Dutch and Flem- 
ish pictures. ContempUuinjg this fact in general and a 
previously unlisted Comelis Verspronck portrait in an 
Italian collection in particular, the young Dutch art historian 
Bert Meijer first formed the idea of one day compiling a 
comprehensive catalogue of Low Countries paintings to be 
found throughout the country. 

Thirty years later. Meijer, director of the Dnrch University 
Institute for Ait History in Florence, is finally seeing his 
youthful dream come to fruition in the monumental illustrated 
“Repertory of Dutch and Flemish Paintings in Italian Public 
Collections,'’ a work that will be an invaluable tool in 
advancing our understanding of the complex interchange 
between the Italian and Low Countries schools, which be- 
tween them dominated the development of European painting 


THE TURATH COLLECTION OF 
HIGHLY IMPORTANT ISLAMIC COINS 
To be Auctioned on 25 May 8c 13 October 1999 




for centuries. The first handsomely produced volume of the 
“Repertory” is devoted to Liguria and has now been pub- 
lished in a series that will eventually catalogue more than 
10.000 pictures in more than a dozen tomes. It is soon to be 
followed by volumes on Lombardy, Piedmont and the Veneto- 
Friuli region. 

Quite a number of the paintings are in undisplayed holdings 
of museums and thus axe being published for the first time. 

The “Repertory” primarily lists works in museums and 
churches, although frescoes in private houses and villas — 
these being, in theory at least, immovable according to Italian 
law — as well as holdings in semi-public institutions, such as 
banks, are also registered. 

To embrace the thousands of paintings in private hands 
would have been impractical since many private owners do 
not wish to advertise their treasures. Nonetheless, since it has 
become known that the project is under way, a number of 
individuals have contacted the Dutch Institute for help in 
identifying their pictures. This, said Meijer, has created a 
burden of additional work. On the other hand, it has alerted 
him and his team to the existence of previously unkn own 
works, some of which they hope to include in special shows to 
coincide with the publication of future volumes. The first of 
these exhibitions is scheduled to take place in Lombardy in 
2001. 

“Flemish paintings began to arrive in Italy in significant 
numbers in the first half of foe 1 5th century, through. Italian 
bankers and merchants operating in cities such as Bruges and 
Ghent,” said Meijer. “One of foe first artists actually to come 
to Italy was Rogier van der Weyden, who was here in foe Holy 
Year of 1450“ 

"A principal reason why these pictures were so much in 
demand was that they were oils, which gave them a brilliance. 


and freshness unseen before in Italy. The Italians were prob- 
ably quite shocked to discover that there were painters paint- 
ing just as well as they were and using a technique that they 
knew nothing about," Meijer said. 

“And the intense level of interest is shown by the fact that 
nearly all the sources we have about Flemish art in the 15th 
century are in Italian, and that even 15 or 20 years after Van 
Eyck's death, he was still being described here as foe greatest 
painter of the century." 

“Oil painting was a real invention and a craft secret that 
northern painters were not going to part with easily. There was 
evidently a certain amount of industrial espionage directed at 
finding out how it was done, and even decades after Van Eyck, 
the Duke of Urbino was looking for a native Finnish oil 
painter to be sure of finding an artist who could provide him 
with foe kind of pictures he wanted." 

In the 16th century. Dutch and Flemish painters came to 
Italy to study ancient art and the Italian masters, especially 
Raphael and Michelangelo, and to ply their trade. Some came 
on. visits of varying lengths, but others stayed for good. 

“In foe second half of foe 16fo century, there was hardly an 
artistic center in Italy that didn't have one or more Dutch or 
Flemish painters in permanent residence. And during this 
time, foe Northern and Italian schools became closer styl- 
istically than they had ever been or would ever be again,’ ’ said 
Meijer. ; 


O NE OF the. spinoffs of the “Repertory” has been 
research .on northern prints in Italian collections, 
which will be foe'subject of further publications. 
“For a long time, Antwerp was the most inter- 
nationally orientated of all print production centers, and the 
makers and sellers there bad a network of agents all over 
Europe to distribute them,” said Meijer. “Many found their 
way to Italy, where they were widely copied. Lucas van 
Leyden, for example, never came here but was extremely well 
known through his prints. The influence of northern prints was 
very widespread. And even Caravaggio drew on them for 
iconographic and genre elements." 

There is no historical cutoff date for foe ‘'Repertory,'* 
which will list Dutch and Flemish works up to foe present day, 
a decision that has brought to light some interesting items from 
later periods. 

One of the curiosities to appear in foe “Liguria” volume is 
a bizarre seaboard scene lined with famous monuments, from 
foe Duomo in Florence and SL Peter’s in Rome to foe Leaning 
Tower of Pisa and SL Marie’s in Venice, by the 19th-century 
artist Tetar van Elven. Meijer believes that ic is a fantastical 
celebration of foe reunification of Italy. 

Meanwhile, foe Cornells Verspronck portrait that was 
instrumental in inspiring the entire project has since dis- 
appeared. And some pictures that had been confiscated by the 
Italian state for tax reasons and deposited in the National 
Gallery of Modem Art in Rome, making them eligible, as 
public property, to be listed in foe forthcoming volume for foe 
region, have had to be dropped. 

’ ‘We moved a bit too fast foere," said Meijer. ‘ ‘Because foe 
verdict has since been reversed and the pictures returned to 
private ownership. So we've had to leave them out” 

RODERICK CONWAY MORRIS writes for the International 
Herald Tribune on art and culture. 
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The Corporate 
Art Giveaway 

Donations Mix Philanthropy 
With Publicity and Tax Breaks 


By Dana Micu cci 

N EW YORK — Ever since foe mid- 19th centur y, 
when America’s railway coia P aD ^ s ^^ % 
Sioned artists to portnyfoeo^di^ w« esam 

frontier, American corporations bave bera 

building significant art coUectiQM in an effori 
both, the workplace and their public image. Corporateart 
collections afioserve philanthropic purposes 
shared with a wider audience through museum exhib- 
itions, loans and donations. . , 

While some corporations like Internationa^ Business 
Co*.. USX-U.S. Steel Graupairt 
Aecnriflnnn Inc. (whose collection or 


lections in recent years, whether because of spatial lim- 
itations or specific financial needs, others have donned 
the mantle of good corporate citizenship and given then: 
ttet fiW3,y. 

Foremost among the latter is tire Chicago-based Sara 
Lee Coro. The company made headlines last sprin g when 
it announced that it would donate paintings and sculptures 
from its collection of Impressionist and modem ait to 
museums throughout foe world. It has recently expanded 
foe gift and doubled foe number of beneficiaries. 
Fifty-two works, worth more than $100 million, will go to 
25 U.S. museums and 15 museums in Canada, Europe, 
Latin America, Asia, and Australia. 

Sara Lee is believed by art experts to be foe first U.S. 
company to donate a collection of works of this caliber 
and popular appeal to museums around the world. The 
recipients, who chose the works they wanted, range from 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the 
Hermitage in St. Petersburg, and the National Gallery in 
London to foe smaller Musee des Beaux-Arts in Lyon and 
the Dixon Gallery and Gardens in Memphis, Tennessee. 
They were selected for their interest in French art, as well 
as for their location in areas where the company has 
business operations. 

The collection includes works by Camille Pissarro, 
Edgar Degas, Cla ude Monet, Pierre Bonnard, Pablo Pi- 
casso, Marc Chag all and Henri Matisse. It is being shown 
in an exhibition, 1 ’Monet to Moore: The Millennium Gift 
of Sara Lee Corporation," through May 30 at Singapore 
Art Museum in Singapore, Sara Lee’s headquarters in 1 
Asia. 

The e xhib ition will then proceed to tire National Gal- 
lery of Australia in Canberra, the North Carolina Museum 
of Ait in Raleigh, foe Portland Art Museum, Portland, - 
Oregon, and the Art Institute of Chicago, which will 
receive the largest .gift, consisting of 12 works by Degas, 
Matisse, Georges Braque, Paul Gauguin and others. 

“It’s extremely rare for a corporation to donate a 
collection of this scale, quality and historical importance - 
to public art museums,” raid James N. Wood, president 
and director of the Art Institute of Chicago. 

S ARA Lee’s gift not only enhances its corporate 
image but also enables it to take a significant tax 
dednetibo. The decision to donate rather than seQ j 
.foe art was made at a modest cost to foe company, ,-j 
according toJohnTL Bryant chairman and chief executive, , 
officer of Sara Lee^whodid not 'give an exact figure. " ' > 
“Visionary corporate leaders like John Bryan feel. a > 
great responsibility to their art collections and to the arts, , 
in general,'' said Judith A. Jedlicka, president of tire • 
Business Committee for the Arts, a nonprofit group in < 
New York. ‘They wantto preserve these works for fixture i 
generations rather than sell them at auction, where they < 
often end up in private bands.” 

Earlier this year, tire Minneapolis-based Norwesl I 
Corp., a financial services company which recently 
merged with Wells Fargo, donated to the Minneapolis -i 
Institute of Arts a modem design collection of 475 works 
in foe decorative, applied and graphic arts. Tire works date | 
from 1880 to 1940 and are valued at more tiian $5 million. ‘ 
The gift is foe largest corporate art donation received by J 
the Institute. . 

“The collection had become very large and needed ‘ 
more space. Since wehad put so much effort into building ' 
it, we wanted to keep it intact and make it more accessible ■ 
to the public. We didn't donate these works to get a tax 
break. We wanted to make a lasting contribution to, the 
community, " said David Ryan, director of Norwest’s aits 


the Afro-American Cultural Center in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, received a major corporate gift last July 
from foe NationsBank Foundation (now known as. the 
Bank of America Foundation rine to the merging of 
NationsBank and BankAmerica). 

The Foundation purchased one of the largest private 
U.S. collections of 20th-century African-American art 
from the New York collectors John and Vivian Hewitt 
and immediately donated it to the Afro-American Cul- 
tural Center. The Foundation called the gift a “gesture of 
corporate citizenship.” The collection's 58 poin tings and 
works on paper by Romaic Bearden, Hale Woodruff, 
Elizabeth Catlett and others will be exhibited at cultural ' 
centers nationwide for the next three years. 

DANA MICUCCI is a free-lance journalist based in New \ 
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One Artist ’s 



P aris-Based Ammalier 
Avoids Commercial Scene 


By Souren Melikian 


P ARIS' — Ann Murchison represents the 
hidden facet of contemporary art, the one 
that barely comes oat into the open and 
gets no publicity. How do -you approach 
die art or someone who does not claim to belong to 
a movement with some slick name and tst-ps D q 
interest in -isms or labels of any kind? 

Not that the Paris-based British artist works in 
an Hi-defined manner. Hers is incisively assertive 
and closely focused. ' 

Murchison is an. a nima lier artist. She sketches 
in pencil or black chalk, sculpts in French plaster, 
has casts made from her plaster models and does 
silver plaques. She wanes slowly, ■ in a deeply 
reflective manner, because she has the misfortune 
that many would rail a blessing of not having to 
make a living. ' 

Her curious story leaves some hope that con- 
temporary art might after all get out of the black 
hole in which it finds itself, locked up in doc- 
trinaire theories ever less convincing,- ever more 
conducive to visual pointiessness. 

She was born in 1942 at Oxted in Surrey into a 
Scottish family to whom drawing came as a- 
natural form of self -expression. The earliest in-' 
fhiences in bar life were “the drawing rocks,” as 
they called die pebbles bn the beach that spreads 
in front of the family house at Lochmaddy, on the 
island of North Uist in the Hebrides. There she 
sprawled over the rocks from early childhood, as 
generations in her family had done before, sketch- 
ing people, birds, or the northern sea.. 

Her years at Newcastle University very nearly 
smothered forever the desire she then formed of 
becoming an artist. Victor Pasmore, the master of 
painting, had just introduced the Bauhans teach- 
ingmethod. 

There was no sketching from life. The students 
spent their time tracing geometric volumes and 
straight lines. “It blocked a lot of ns for a long 
time." Far Murchison, an artistic career was no 
longer in die cards. 

In 1967, die married a Harvard-educated law- 



yer, Van Reeves, and two years later they left for 
•New York, his hometown. 

America was a powerful influence. It left no 
specific imprint on her, but liberated her from her 
inhibitions, particularly the feminist movement. 
The Bauhans indoctrination she had been sub- 
jected to fell off her shoulders and she redis- 
covered figuration. In 1970, the couple went back 
to Paris. 

One day Murchison set out to make a doll far 
her daughter, who was playing in a “Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” at school, and devised a horse’s 
head from padded fabric — an amusing, ex- 
pressive figure foil of fun. That made her look at 
horses again. But the catalytic moment came 
during a trip to England in 1984, when she visited 
a -favorite spot others, the prehistoric “White 
Horse” at Uffington in Wiltshire. As she gazed at 
the silhouette carved on a broad rock face in the 
lean linear style ofpffehistoric Europe, Murchison 
felt the desire to paint She took a diaphanous 
greyish brown voile on which she painted a 
spindly galloping steed in white gouache, light 
and unreal It seems to float through space like an 
apparition in a dream. 

She has been gazing at animals ever since. She 
draws wherever she comes across animals that 
inspire her. These days it is dogs. She catches 
postures and expressions in brisk, quizzical strokes. 
It nay be a dog lying half asleep, or a whole pack of 
bounds whose growling can almost be heard. 
Where her approach becomes curious is that these 
very figural, often delightful “working sketches” 
become the raw material that leads to a totally 
modern art with a strongly idiosyncratic style. 

A recent bronze represents a gangly hound 
trotting. The craggy rugged body, foil of irregular 
holes, retains distant overtones of Surrealism, and 
a faint reminiscence of Alberto Giacometti 's way 


Painting of a 
galloping steed in 
white gouache by 
Ann Murchison , 
who specializes in 
works with animals 
as subjects. This 
work was inspired 
by a prehistoric 
image of a white 
horse that is carved 
on a rock face in 
southern England. 


of handling bronze as well 

Her small work in silver is remarkable. Not by 
design, Murchison has effectively revived the 
Renaissance tradition of animals cast in low relief 
on plaques in her thoroughly modern style. A 
leaping hound, part in low relief and pan en- 
graved, gives the impression of some crearure 
emerging from the primeval clay. 

Another very pure silhouette of a bound sniff- 
ing has the flowing lines of a prehistoric mural — 
one is reminded of the Altamira murals. The 
silhouette very slightly raised is enhanced by the 
sheen of the on dine on a nearly mat ground. 

One of her latest works is arguably her mas- 
terpiece. On a square bronze plaque richly toned 
in dark reddish browns and blacks, with shim- 
mering variations to the grainy surface, two small 
dogs who could have been surprised having a nap 
in the shade of a summer afternoon in the grass are 
appliqudd in silver. With their rough touch, they 
melt into the rugged ground, delicately straddling 
the frontier between figuration and abstraction. 

While Murchison took part in the “ Open Doors 
Operation” two weeks ago in Montparnasse, 
where the Reeveses have their house, she does not 
exactly thrust herself upon public attention. The 
artist has only sent her work to a group exhibition 
once, last autumn, and has no plans to sell: “I 
would not know how to [nice these things.” 
Right now she has several unfinished 
“things.” She constantly reworks her sculptures, 
never really satisfied that she has got it right. 

Cast in the mold of British upper-class good 
manners and reticence, with the merest touch of 
impishness, she sails through her work in iso- 
lation, vividly aware of what goes on but bliss- 
fully indifferent to the verbiage that is so much 
part of the artistic scene. A new way out of the 
contemporary art impasse may be opening up. 


Dealers and Scholars in Uneasy Dilemma 


j Continued from Page 9 

There are more ambiguous 
pases. Weeks of art that get 
1 in a museum show as 
of a private collection 
Jonty to tom upon the market a- 
year or two late raise more 
delicate questions. This fe; 
Whathappa^cemcemnwan 

outstanding gilt copper offer- 
ing bowl from Nepal, seen in 
J997 at die Ait Institute of 
Chicago, in a show curated by 
Prapaditya Pal and caDed ” A 
Collecting Odyssey. Indian, 
Himalayan, and Southeast 
Asian Art from the Jams and . 
Marilyn Alsdotf Collection.” 

P AL dates the offc 
bowl to the. “18/11 
century.” If con- 
firmed, this would go 
to show that a great art sur- 
vived into veryrecenl times in 
Nepal — die smiling head of a 
crowned Buddha perched 00 
the rim between two grinning 
skulls is astonishingly rem- 
iniscent of some much earlier 
Khmer scnjjptnre in faraway 
Cambodia. The object is mag- 
nificent and the attendance 
ran it up to $18,400. In so 
doing, it portly responded to 
its status glorified by the 
Chicago show. Was it wrong 
to publish it? I find it hard to 

argue so, because foe vessel is 
ja significant addition to. our 
visual knowledge of 
^epatese art. But perhaps 
piusmns should take greater 
care when decidin g which 
pieces in private hands they 
propose to display, thus mul- 
tiplying their potential com- 
mercial value. 

_ A more serious issue is 
pised when whole groups of 


objects are published in a 
scholarly context and sold 
shortly after. 

Sotheby’s March 25 auc- 
tion included five of the 
bronzes displayed in die great 
art show called* ‘Wisdom and 
Compassion, The Sacred Art 
ofTtfeC” held it tite ’Asian 
ArtMuseom in. San Francisco. 
All five are illustrated in the 
catalogue written by two 
scholars, Marilyn M. Rhie and 
Robert AJF. Thurman. Anoth- 
er eight works seen in that sale 
are reproduced in the expan- 
ded version of the exhibition 
catalogue published in 1996. 

Both catalogues are major 
contributions to the history of 
Tibetan art, distribu ted by one 
of the world’ s leading art pub- 
lishing houses, Harry N. Ab- 
rams. Thurman, a professor 
of Zndo-Tibetan Buddhist 
Studies in tire Department of 
Religion at Columbia Univer- 
sity, also heads the American 
Institute of Buddhist Studies. 
He is described by Harry N. 
Abrams as an “ordained 
Buddhist layman.” No one 
can doubt his dedication to 
Tibetan Buddhism. Rhie en- 
joys the same reputation. 
Both obviously published the 
objects on their . own merits. 
Add that some faded to sell 
The standing figure of a 
Tibetan boddhisattva of the 
late 1 1th or early 12th century 
found no taker. 

Nor did a large silver inlaid 
Avaloki teshvara. important 
enough to have been included 
fihrtin tire 1 996 expanded ver- 
sion of “The Sacred Art of 
Tibet,” and, a year later, in the 
collective book * ‘Tibetan Art, 
Towards die Definition of a 
Style;” edited by Jane Casey 
Singer and Philip Denwood, 


These falhires prove that 
publication, however distin- 
guished, is no passport to com- 
mercial success. That, 
however, does not remove a 
certain ambiguity that came 
out more visibly still in the 
selling show “Sacred Sym- 
bols'. TheRitual ArtofTibe*2’ 
inaugurated the week after m 
Sotheby's art gaBeiy at 41 East 
57th Street in New Yotk. 

This was a joint venture 
between Rossi & Rossi of 
London and Sotheby’s. As a' 
matter of course, Fabio Rossi 
turned to Thurman and the art 
writer David Weldon. Thur- 
man wrote an introduction 
concerning the metaphysical 
aspects of Tibetan art 

The exhibition book yet 
again expands our knowl- 
edge. The majority of the 
pieces taken out of Tibet in 
recent years axe unpublished. 


A whole group of iron objects 
with gold ana silver overlay 
considered to date from die 
14th and 15th century is a 
striking revelation. Nothing 
resembling the tripod stand 
for a bowl, or a goad hook had 
yet been seen in the West We 
should feel grateful. 

. Alas, it is impossible not to 
experience deep unease at the 
thought of the devastation of 
the land and of its monas- 
teries. Without these dire 
events, the Tibetan objects 
would not have traveled 
across continents. 

In their vibrant preface, 
Carlton Rocbell of Sotheby's 
and Fabio Rossi thank the two 
scholars, as well they may. 
Their contribution means that 
in this difficult field, the com- 
mentary is founded in knowl- 
edge. But perhaps we should 
also heed the words of Chris- 


tian Haskett a Tibetologist 
who assisted Thurman in writ- 
ing the catalogue of * ‘Wisdom 
and Compassion.” 

In the presentation be made 
on Tibet in the international 
symposium “Who owns cul- 
ture?” that was held last week 
at the Casa Italians, Columbia 
University, Haskett warned 
that commerce does not 
“save” ritual objects, aj was 
piously argued by some. 
There were reasons to believe 
that awareness of the high 
prices commanded by Tibetan 
art in the Western markets led 
organized gangs to target and 
loot specific objects. Where 
danger of this kind looms, 
anything that might appear to 
sanctify a posteriori the mis- 
deed, including publication of 
objects that could fall under 
the shadow of such suspicion, 
seems ill advised. 
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Underpriced Masters 


Continued from Page 9 


landscape worth every penny of the £28,900 it 
cost. 

When it comes to underpriced quality pic- 
tures, though, nothing gets anywhere near 
Flemish Primitives that do not lend them- 
selves to a clear-cut attribution according to 
(he lights of the an pontiffs of the day. 

Lot 122 at Christie's was a panel painted 
with an Annunciation on one side and a Saint 
Christopher trudging across some dried-up 
brook on the other. The Annunciation had the 
precise daintiness and even the fresh colors of 
a miniature enlarged to the size of a fuli- 
fledged picture 90.2 centimeters (36.08 
inches) high. Mary is kneeling in an anteroom 
and holding a prayer book open on a pulpit 
nearby with one hand while turning her head 
to look at Gabriel. Behind the Vi 
arched doorway leads 
into a bedroom with a 


rirgrn, an 


four-poster. The com- Connoisseurship is a 

position is highly struc- 7 _ ■* . . 

tuned and close attention commodity that IS 171 
is paid to architectural -• _ 

details such as the mold- sflOTt SUPPLY these 
ingsof the cornice at the _ ir 

top of the wall. CUlYS. 

On the back. Saint 
Christopher is curiously 
lodged in a trompe J’oeiJ niche that is very 
carefully rendered. Such a manner is rem- 
iniscent of Pieter Coecke van Aelst, who is 
described by a 16th-century painter and critic 
as “an architect and painter.” Entered as 
work from the "Circle of Pieter Coecke van 
Aelst,” which in plain English means “con- 
temporary with and only vaguely resembling 
the artist's work.” the panel, probably the 
wing of some altarpiece, could be had for 
£23,000. 

Next came a more fascinating quiz, an 
“Adoration of the Magi." which Christie's 
catalogued as “attributed to Pieter Coecke 
van AelsL” In auction house jargon, this 
translates as “could conceivably be by the 
artist, but probably is not." The panel, with a 
shaped top and 1 04. 8 centimeters high, indeed 
presents some similarities in mirror reverse 
with the master’s “Adoration of the Magi " in 
a church at Oldenzaal. 

Yet it is clearly more than just an indifferent 
variant. 

Mary's face is strikingly beautiful. The 
elderly man holding up a bronze casket who 
served as a model Tor one of the Magi is in 
itself a masterly portrait. Not least, the ar- 
chitectural setting with its very Renaissance 
pseudo- Ancient Roman monument back- 
ground is very well done — a roundel with 
low relief figures is quite remarkable. If there 
is one obvious weakness, it is the gilt bronze 
scepter laid across a ledge. The painter here 
struggled with the perspective. 

Coecke van Aelst’s work or not? Mary’s 
face may well be, and also the Magian king. A 
very detailed study would be required to de- 
termine how much of the rest is Likely to be 
studio work, as was common practice in late 
Renaissance workshops. If the panel was 
spumed despite a moderate £30,000 to 
£50.000 estimate, and was bought in at 


£ 1 3.000 without any bids from the room, this is 
first due to the widespread dislike of religjou# 
subjects in our positivist society, secondly the 
result of die current obsession with famous 
names, and. last but not least, a consequence of 
the difficulty that so many of the new con- 
tenders experience in recognizing beauty. 

This could be verified the day after, at 
Sotheby’s, where the Old Masters sale was 
also extremely successful, though lighter in 
substance. Ii included a rare masterpiece 
Jan Tilens, large {75 by 125 centimeters), ia 
good condition, and fully signed “3. Ti? 
lens.ve.” » 

The imaginary landscape, with improbable 
Renaissance ruins meant to stand for an An;- 
cient Roman city, was bathed in an unreal 
glowing light, with bluish clouds gathering 
over the scenery in the background. Exhibited 
several times in major shows dealing with 
Netherlandish landscape in the 17th century, 
the panel had graced a 
famous Dutch collec- 
tion. It made only 
£34,500. 

Of the several retu 
sons chat can be put for* 
ward for the low pri- 
cing, three stand out! 
Few buyers nowadays 
relate to late Renais- 
sance aesthetics. A 
newcomer to art who is gifted but has an 
untrained eye may look at Impressionist or 
early 20th-century landscapes and immedi- 
ately respond. Not so with a Tilens. • 

A second reason is that those who want to 
give themselves a crash course in Impres- 
sionism or in Picasso's art only need to travel to 
Paris (the Musee d'Orsay; the Musee Picasso), 
or New York (the Met; the Guggenheim) and 
grab in addition half a dozen art books to cover 
a good deal of basic ground. For Tilens and the 
likes of him, years of travel and museum visits 
through Belgium and the Netherlands would 
be required, supplemented by numerous visits 
to auction houses and dealers. 

A third reason accounting for the modest 
pricing of Tilens’s masterpiece is the ob- 
session of our time with names. Who has 
heard of Tilens outside specialist circles? 
And. if (he name cannot be drummed up. no 
one takes any notice, even if the aesthetics of 
the work have an immediate appeal 

In Sotheby's sale, two landscapes signed by 
Simon Denis were respectively dated 1791 
and 1792. With their dramatic use of sunset 
light, these rank among the earliest forerun- 
ners of the 19th-century Romantic approach 
to nature. Extremely well-painted, unpub- 
lished. the pair cosl its inspired buyer a mere 
£47,700. But to measure their innovative 
quality implies great familiarity with Ro- 
mantic landscape painting in the first half of 
the 19th century. 

In short, to go after any but the most famous 
masters presupposes connoisseurship, a com- 
modity in short supply these days. And that is 
why Old Masters remain, and will continue to 
be. so much cheaper than Impressionist and 
Modern Masters. 


SOUREN MEUKIAN is art editor of the 
International Herald Tribune. 
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PLEASE CALL 


M Describing your perfect partner is easy - itt 
finding them ihart often the problem. !t can 
take time to realise that, even in a hectic life 
full of chance encounters and formal 
introductions, there is only a small possibility 
of meeting that special someone. For many 
H-.wb * people, that realisation leads to resignation. 

Do you continue to live in hope or settle for wh^^ available? If you 
are one of the few who have lived life to the full and have scaled the 
heights of your profesion; if you have already achieved the status and 
financial security that others on only aspire to. then you know second 
best is not good enough! At Partner Search International, we know that 
too! 

Finding the right person is too importantto be left entirely to chance. At 
Partner Search International we are committed to finding that person for 
you But you also need to be committed! Deciding to find your ideal 
partner is the most important decision of your life. When you are ready 
\o make iL contort me and, if you are the right person for us. i will do my 
utmost to find the right marriage partner for you. 


For an appointment or a copy of cur 
information pack contact me on: 

-44 (0)171 372 5427 cr +33 (0)4 50 4* 73 21 

E-mail: partnerse3rch.int@btinternet.con 


London office: 

1. Northumberland Avenue 
Trafalgar Square 
London WC2N 5BW 
Tel:+44 (0)171 872 5427 

Geneva office: 

Rue du Rhone 14 

1204 Geneva 

Tel: +41 (0)22 819 18 13 

Paris office: 

Rond Point des Champs Elysfies 
75008 Paris 

Tel: +33 (0)1 53 53 16 10 
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i interviews, only, and guarantee you strict confidence. No cata- 
Ingnes, no Internet! Facc-io-facc commumcauon. only. 

Fhr more information, please give us a phonecall or fax: 
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Denmark: Tel.: +45 45 41 13 43 


MEETING POINT 


Meeting Point 

Tyro CLASSY JAPANESE Busness- 
women Innn Tokyo plan to vfsfi Parts 
and ttbn this June. Company oarers, 
young 403 and 50s, phyjca»y W and 
speak EngSsh and a Me ftendi. Woirt 
■ce to mea sfim. refreH untested En- 
gfeti spealang busnesman in W from 

SSflMMft 

0D31-0K5QW353 

tor YORK - BRUSSELS Sufty Won*? 
seeks International BuSBSSften to 
l&san fiw to travel Tet«+32JL646f822 


____ woniDVMoe sun— 

SSssasssfe. 

ssssas aHW hSEbmmbs 

DENMARK - GERMANY - ENGLAND - FRANCE - " * ■™ s1iWe ehqn ’“ ss ■ -* **-- e— «* *At»n. 

GUAM - HOLLAND - HONGKONG - 1RHAND - ITALY 
- CANADA - KOREA - IABUAN " 

UJXEMBOURG- MALAYSIA -MARBHiA-hWNACO- 

NORWAY - PHlliPWES - PORTUGAL - S^OTIAI^ 

SINGAPORE - SOUTH-AFMCA - SPAIN - SWEDEN 
SWITZERLAND - THARAND - UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
• UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - VKGW I5LAND5— 


who WLTSll SSirides fc Rboyt *** 
Exelusively^you-- Sf.SSESte comm'ltnwmMQ LOJJ * 

Fax: ^8-89-649-2224 w^ted*^*"*** >*"**■ 


— tbm iip) i - pna MMOBBH 

irust your PffioousHBWCY to twos, Fax: +49 - 89 ■ 649-2224 

— Melbourne 

■ Represented in Paris Berlin uw — 


Friendships 


1IB80, 

god heett, BW* 0HH25B 
mrtfe "“aSS jSww 
OStoff Tflt 

P»B+33(P)f«tt38ia 

rsrrrfsj Si 

issa afr— 




mountains, su 
love to spend 

much appred 




woman lull d teidem 
L Headatfkxs~l 


Does thatar 
i Munich TfOC 


baauBea as weg as big mW skte for a rich and happy wa 

room vdto har smSa-A 



\304&550-531 


iono far teOOOS tBHMBnvra^ 
ghMnvelcomparioa PteseMeita* 

«41 1 825 m 

YOUNG LADESjraB£JI®E « 6 k 

feihflfa nrtB. DetiB 

tea! HEFWES. Bw 6101888. D-lOffiZ 

B58JM. FAX +4MMS2987W 

BEAUOFUL lady, M o n te . 38, alegM, 
ctenn. rafted, seeks gertwan Jr w 
sal bjttw teffhess. Seed Wwto SH- 
Kte&JHTM^NwBfCdr 

HAMUTTAN HgHy otasM Sadr 

NICE Rnssfae fadr. 40 Mng Coto 
JAM. acMecl 1 CML seeks man tor 
happy tana T 8 t 33 (0)8 11 83 85 75 



GENERAL 


ANNOUNCEMENTS HEALTH & MEDICAL Autos Tax Free 
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DIVORCE 1 -DAY CERTIFIED Call or 
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Box 377, Surtny. MA 01778 USA. Tat 
9TBM438387, R«:9JW*430181 

Col leges & Universities 

EARN UJOTBtStTY deyeas triSAig 
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you hBafacbe Iran. Bank Guarantees. . 
Interest Orty Loans also avafette. 
Fac CRS +M 1455 851384 


N ormandy - Brittany 

fWGSWAY Sfadb. Nm rOriaarB, Adri- 
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AT&T Bids 

For Another 
Cable Firm 

Phone Company Offers 
$58 Billion for MediaOne 

By Geraldine Fabrikant 
and Seth Schiesel 

Noe York Times Service 


NEW YORK — Bidding to become 
-the largest cable television provider in 
the United States, AT&T Coup. ttbHp an 
unsolicited offer to acquire MediaOoe 
Group Inc. for about $58 billion in 
and stock. 

AT&T is hying to break np a deal 
announced last month in which Me- 
dia One agreed to be acquired by Com- 
cast Carp, for $53 billion in stock. 
-AT&T has already won the support of 
Amos Hostetler, whose family is Me- 
diaOne’s biggest shareholder, with 
_about 13 percent of the company. 

If AT&T, the biggest U.S. long-dis- 
tance telephone carrier, succeeds in its 
bid for MediaOne, it will have grown 
from no presence in the cable television 
■‘market to the largest cable company in 
the United States in less than a year. Last 
month, AT&T completed its $31.8 bil- 
~iion acquisition of Tefe-Communica- 
rtions Inc., the No. 2 cable company 
With TCL AT&T now offers cable 
[service in 10 of the 20 biggest U.S. 
[markets. If AT&T acquires MediaOne, 
i almost three-quarters of the combined 
I company ^subscribers will be in 15 of 
; the top 20 markets. 

r AT&T’s offer, which came after the 
! market closed Thursday, represented a 
; 17 percent premium over the c ur re n t 
> value of Comcast’s offer and a 26 per- 
cent premium to MediaOne's Thursday 
; closing price of $6930: 

< MediaOne shares finished Friday at 
! $7730. up $8. Comcast stock fell 3730 

■ cents to $65.8125. while AT&T shares 

■ fell $330 to $53.25. 

; Overall, a combined AT&T-Media- 
One would serve about 16 milli on cable 
1 television subscribers ami would be in 
j markets covering about 27 percent of 
roughly 100 motion homes in the 

• United States. The company would also 
be poised to save millions of additional 
"homes through affiliates and partners. 
That raised concerns among some con- 
sumer advocates that such a behemoth 
i could stifle competition. 

| Gene Kirnmehrian. co-directoar of the 

■ Washington office rfGsisjtaners Un- 
! ion, a consumer advocacy group, said 

; Ins organization would chaBasgfc toe' 
deal as a violation of both antitrust laws 
; and rules that are mean to limit oon- 
; centration in the cable industry — rules 
that have been stayed temporarily by the 
"Fedeial Commmdcations Commission. 

- “This amasses massive power in the 
hands of one cable company,” Mr. 
Kwnmelman said 

- Since C. Michael Armstrong took 

• over as chairman of AT&T in 1997, be 

- has been trying to build a comprehen- 
. sive portfolio of voice, video and com- 
; mnnications services that AT&T can 

■ offer to consumers in a single bundle. 

■ Just as important, he has been looking 

• for ways for AT&T to reestablish the 
. direct unks. into the homes of U3. con- 
sumers that tiie company Tost when it 
was forced to shed its local telephone 

- business in 1984. 

Mr. Armstrong said Friday that _ a 
purchase of MediaOne would lift 
AT&T’s sales 10 percent to 12 percent 
and cash flow as much as 20 percent, 
according to Bloomberg News. 

To help pay for its oner, AT&Tplans 

• to lave wO billion m financing in place 

? by the end of the month, its lai^stshort- 
t er ra financing deal .yet, an AT&T 
spokeswoman said 

• "AT&T believes it can have a dom- 
inant role in the consumer market,’ ' said 
Brim Adamite. an analyst for Yank ee 
Group, a technology consulting firm in 

- Boston. ‘‘We are moving to a duopoly 
in tbs consumer market between AT&T 
and the Baby Bells.” 

- If AT&T's bid for MediaOne suc- 
ceeds, it would be a setback fbr Com- 
cast, which has been competi ng w ith the 

-telephone companies to oner high- 
speed access to the Internet. As the only 
two industries that have commuruca- 
-tions cables to almost every bouse and 
business in the United States, cahte and 
telephone co mpa nies have been pos- 
itioning themselves to grab a share of 
each other’s businesses. 

Under the terms of the deal, AT&T 
-would exchange $30.85 in cash and 0.95 
shares of AT&T stock, valued at $5930 
a share, for a total of $87375 for each of 
jVfediaOne’s roughly 660 million 
shares. 


Networking Networks 


AT&T has offered $58 bQOon to buy the fourth largest 
U.S. cable provider, MediaOne Group. MediaOne has 
■ already agreed to be bought by Comcast for $53 
bilfion. If AT&T is successful, it w® add MedtaOne’s 4.9 


million subscribers to the 10.7 million it acquired with 
the purchase of Tele-Communications Inc., making 
AT&T the biggest cable provider in America. 
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AT&T subscribers 


TOP CABLE PROVIDERS 

CABLE HIGHSPEED 
SUBSCRIBERS DATA AS 
IN MILLIONS PERCENTAGE 


Tim e Warner 
AT&T 
(TetehC 
Comcast* 
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To 
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AdelpWa 4.7 0.2_ 


3.7 


1.8 


Sources: The companies; 
77» ftntoe Group 
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Includes pemfing deal with Jones Intertable, 
which has about 1 million subscribers 
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Grim Year for Nomura 
Ends in a Record Loss 

Daiwa and Nikko Also Report Dire Results 


Greenspan Supports Spread of Dollar 

Nations That Adopt It Also Need Sound Economic Policies , He Says 


ByRichard W. Stevenson 

tic w Tori Times Service 


WASHINGTON — Alan Greenspan, the Federal Re- 
serve Board chairmen, has joined the Clinton adminis- 
tration in saying the United Stales would be open to 
proposals from other countries that want to adopt the dollar 
as their national currency. 

But in testimony Thursday before a congressional com- 
mittee, Mr. Greenspan and. Lawrence Summers, deputy 
secretary of the Treasury, warned countries that might be 
contemplating such a step that monetary union with toe 
United States never could substitute for porsning policies to 
strengthen then econoimes and financial systems. They also 
emphasized that the United States would not change its 
monetary policy to deal with economic problems in other 
nations or serve as a lender of last reseat to their banks. 

A number of countries have been considering abandon- 
ing their currencies for the dollar, the accepted international 
benchmark of financial stability, as a way of reducing 
interest rales, inflation and exchange-rate volatility. 

The discussions have been most serious in Argentina, 
winch has held nrfonnal talks about the possibility with the 
Treasury and the Fed. The issue also is being debated 
openly in Mexico and, to a lesser extent, in Canada. 

The idea has received increasing attention following the 
creation of toe European single currency, a step that is, in 


toe long run, expected to increase the European Union’s 
prospects for growth and competitiveness. Some econ- 
omists say making the dollar the common currency of the 
Americas could expand trade significantly and help the 
United States by creating more stable and vibrant markets 
for its goods among its neighbors. 

* Mr. Summers said the administration’s position on such 
linkages would depend on the country auf circumstances. 

* ‘But it is absolutely not our intent to close toe door,’ ' he 
said, “on the consideration of this issue by countries who 
have that interest.” 

Several countries, including Panama, already use the 
dollar as their legal tender, and the dollar is used widely on 
an unofficial basis in many other nations, including Russia, 
the Philippines and Bolivia. But because of toe stakes 
involved, the big countries weighing toe possibility of 
switching to dollars have signaled that they would take such 
a step only in coordination with die United States. Among 
other things, countries would need large quantities of cash 
from toe United States during any changeover. 

Speaking before two subcommittees of toe Senate Bank- 
ing Committee, Mr. Greenspan said that same small coun- 
tries with generally sound economic policies had found 
themselves buffeted by global forces in recent years. Those 
countries, he said, probably would have fared better bad 

See DOLLAR, Pagel4 


Cer^ikd bf (hr Sttff From 

TOKYO — Japan’s biggest broker- 
ages on Friday posted losses for toe year 
through March, led by a record loss at 
Nomura Securities Co. on overseas bond 
trading and aid to a lending affiliate. 

Nomura's loss was its second in three 
years. 

Daiwa Securities Co. and Nikko Se- 
curities Co. also reported losses as they 
too wrote off bad loans at financing 
affiliates and shut down most of their 
overseas operations. 

‘ The big three brokers said they had 
put the worst of their problems behind 
them and were preparing to meet new 
challenges in toe coming year. As Japan 
moves forward with its “Big Bang” 
financial reforms, the 
brokers will be 
squeezed by foreign 
rivals and large Japa- 
nese banks. 

“We’re pretty much 
done with restructuring 
measures,” said Keni- 
chi Walanabe, a director 
at Nomura. Now, toe 
brokerage is focusing on 
expanding its retail business at home, he 
said. 

Nomura posted a group net loss of 
3973 billion yen ($331 billion) as the 
top Japanese brokerage was hit by a S 1.2 
billion loss on American mortgage and 
Russian government bonds in the first 
half. It also took a 348 billion yen charge 
to bail out the mortgage lender Nomura 
Finance Co. 

Nomura’s result was a steep fall from 
the 763 billion yen net profit it reported 
for toe previous year. 

Nikko, toe No. 3 Japanese brokerage, 
posted a group net loss of 1773 billion 
yen, more than double its loss a year 
earlier, while Daiwa. the No. 2 broker- 
age, posted a group net loss of 127.9 
billion yen, against the 83.7 billion yen it 
recorded for toe previous year. 

Nomura's domestic performance 
provided one bright spot The company 
made a 45 billion yen pretax profit on its 
domestic operations, np 1 1 percent from 
a year earlier. The gain came thanks to a 
nearly 22 percent rally in the TOPDC 
index of companies on the first-section 
of the Tokyo Stock Exchange for the 
three months through March. 

Other brokerages also were helped by 


‘Last year was a 
year for the houses 
to rid themselves 
of long-held 
negative factors. 9 


740. 


wa jumped 36 yen, or 5 percent, to 
(Bloomberg. AFP . Reuters) 


In an Internet Move, Intel 
Plans Global Data ‘Farms’ 


By Steve Lohr 

New Tori Times Service 


NEW YORK — Intel Cop., toe lead- 
ing m ak er of microchips, is planning a 
big move into toe Internet services busi- 
ness by building and running data cen- 
ters around toe wodd. 

The move is a striking departure for 
toe big microprocessor producer, known 
for pumping out miHioas of silicon Pen- 
tium chips that serve as toe electronic 
brains of most personal computers. 

Analysts say the Intel announcement 
reflects just how far the company is 
willing to go in seeking new ways to 
grow as it recognizes the Internet as both 
a challenge and an opportunity. 

“This is a stretch, bolyou have to give 
Intel’s management credit for recogniz- 
ing that toe wodd is rapidly changing 
around them and trying to do something 
about it,” said Drew Peck, a man a gin g 
director of S.G. Co wen Securities Carp. 

Sprawling installations filled with 
powerful small computers, known as 
server farms, are used to handle elec- 
tronic commerce and host World Wide 
Web sites for other companies. Intel 
presented its plans for toe data farms at a 
meeting with securities analysts Thurs- 
day in New York. 

Although Intel's profits have held up 
well so far, many analysts believe that 
the rise of the Internet will inevitably 
erode its margins. Consumers are in- 
creasingly expected to use simpler, 
lower-cost devices — from handheld 
machines to television set-top boxes — 
to access toe Intranet 

The proliferation of these so-called 
Intern et appliances, they note, will not 
replace posonal computers by any 
means. But toe Internet will fuel more 
diverse computing technologies and oth- 
er access devices. 

This in tnm wiH undermine the profits 
of the technology standard-bearers in the 


PC-centric era, that is, Intel and Mi- 
crosoft Corp., whose Windows oper- 
ating system rons most PCs. 

“Intel has to look for other oppor- 
tunities for future growth, and server 
farms conk) be a reasonably good hy- 
brid,” Mr. Peck said. 

Other analysts are quite skeptical 
They note that Intel is a late entrant into 
toe fast-growing market for servo- 
farms, trading established computer ser- 
vices powerhouses like International 
Business Machines Coro, and Web- 
hosting specialists like Exodus Com- 
munications Inc. 

These analysts also doubt that Intel’s 
skills as a chipmaker give it any edge in 
running hnge data centers. 

“This is not a business for Intel to be 
in,” said Howard Anderson, man 
director of Yankee Group Research 
a consulting and research company in 
Boston. 

Intel insists that the server-form plan 
fits neatly with its long-term strategy. 
“We want to be the building-block 

said 
‘And 

i are going to make 
substantial investments to set up server 
farms around the world.” 

Intel already has a pilot operation in 
Santa Clara, California, equipped with a 
few hundred server computers, powered 
by Intel microprocessors. By me third 
quarter of this year, Intel intends to have 
its first date, center with more than 2,000 
Intel-based PC servers running, catering 
to customers including Excite Inc., toe 
Web directory service. 

Soon after, the company plans to be- 
gin a network of date centers worldwide 
to host Web sites and handle electronic 
commerce for businesses. These 
massive computer farms, Intel says, are 
expected to cost mare than $100 million 
each and be crammed with mare than 
5,000 servers. 
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Safra Republic Holdings S.A. 

LUXEMBOURG 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by toe Board of Directors of toe Company chat the Annual General Meeting of 
Shareholders of SAFRA REPUBLIC HOLDINGS S-A. CSRH") will be held at the Hotel Royal 12, Boulevard Royal 
Luxembourg, 

cm May 12, 1999 at 11=00 ajon. 

for the purpose of considering and voting cn toe following matters; 

1. Chairman's S tatemen ts 

2. Auditors' Repons 

3- Approval of the statutory annual accounts of the Company for the year ended December 31. 1998 

4. Approval of the consolidated financial statements of the Company for the year ended December 3t , 1998 

5- Approval of toe increase by US$ 8^1 5,506 of the legal reserve 

6. Approval of toe proposed distribution of a dividend of US$ 1.63 per common share to be paid on May 
31, 1999, approval of the distribution of a dividend of US$ 7.2 per Series A Preference Share and a 
dividend of DM 6.35 per Series B Pre f erence Share, payable quarterly in arrears on July 30, October 30. 
January 30 and April 30, and decision to carry forward toe balance of toe profit 

7. Discharge of the Directors concerning their duties relative to the year ended December 31, 1998 

8. Reefectioa of toe Board of Directors and erf the Auditors for a new one yearrerm. All the Directors are 
eligible and stand for re-election 

9. Authorization to the Board of Directors to allow the Company to purchase up to 10% of common shares 
in open market transactions to be held in treasury 


NOTES: 

Any shareholder whose shares are In bearer form 
and who wishes to attend the Annua) General Meeting 
(the "Meeting*) must produce a depository receipt or 
present his share certificates to gain admission. 

A shareholder wishing to be represented at the 
Meeting must lodge a proxy, duly completed, together 
with a depository receipt at the registered office of SRH 
at 32, boulevard Royal, Luxembourg, not later than May 
10. 1999 at 5 p.m. The shareholder may obtain the 
depository receipt and, if required, the form of proxy, 
from any of the banks listed below by lodging the share 
certificates at their offices or by arranging for the bonk 
by whom his certificates are held to notify any of the 
banks Listed that shares are so held. 

Any shareholder whose shares are registered will 
receive a notice of the Meeting at his address on the 
register, together with a form of proxy for use at the 


The Board of Directors 


Meeting. The proxy should be lodged at SRH's registered 
office in accordance with the above instructions. 

The remittance of the form of proxy will not 
preclude a shareholder from attending in person and 
voting at the Meeting if be so desires. 

AD the resolutions coveted by the Agenda fur the 
Meeting may be passed by a simple majority of all shares 
represented at the Meeting. 

Shareholders may obtain copies nf the 
documentation listed below: 

1. This notice 

2- The Chairman 's Statements 

3. The Auditors' Reports - '' - — 

4. The statutory annual accounts and the consolidated 
finam-ial statements of SRH for the year ended December 
31. 1998 at SRH's registered office and from any of the 
banks at the following addresses: 


• Banque Internationale & Luxembourg SA-, 69, route d'Esch, 1470 Luxembourg 
■ Republic National Hank of New York, 30 Monument Street, London EC3R 8NB 

* Republic National Bank of New York (Suisse) SA, 2, place du Lac, 1204 Geneva 
Republic National Bank of New York (Suisse) S-A, Via Canova 1, 6900 Lugano 
Republic National Bank of New York (Suisse) SA. Faradeplatz 5, 8022 Zurich 

• Republic National Bank of New York (Luxembourg) SA., 32, boulevard Royal 2449 Luxembourg 
Republic National Bank of New York (France) SA, 20, place Yfcnddmc, 75001 Paris 
Republic National Bank of New York (Monaco) SA, 15-17, avenue d’Ostende. 98000 Monaco 
Republic National Bonk Of New York (Guernsey) Ltd, Rue du Pne, SUfeter Port, Guernsey. Channel Islands 
Republic National Bank of New York (Gibraltar) Ltd, Neptune House, Marina Bay, Gibraltar 
UBS AG, Bahnhofotrasse 45 , 8021 Zurich 

* Paying Agents of Safra Republic Holdings SA. 
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toe rally. Daiwa posted a 16.6 billion yen 
pretax profit on its domestic business, 
more than triple toe result in toe previous 
year. Nikko ’s parent pretax loss nar- 
rowed to 7.6 billion yen from 38.1 bil- 
lion yen toe year before. 

Mr. Watanabe said that in toe current 
; Nomura will cut back toe amount of 
it commits to overseas trading. 
Nomura's total trading positions stood at 
$5.9 billion at toe end of March, he said. 

Nikko has embarked on broad re- 
structuring measures in toe last year, 
liquidating its troubled real estate unit, 
Nikko Fudosan Co., and extending 
emergency loans to a troubled mortgage 
affiliate. 

The broker has also closed branches in 

Thailand, Malaysia and 

Hong Kong. 

In toe face of tough 
market pressure. Nikko 
has broken its links with 
traditional Japanese 
business allies. Last 
June, it signed a major 
deal with toe finance gi- 
ant Citigroup Inc., in 
which toe American 
company took a 25 percent stake in 
Nikko for $1.6 billion. The two compa- 
nies have also set up a joint wholesale 
securities firm. 

Analysts said toe losses were nec- 
essary as the brokerages deal with trou- 
bled affiliates and prepare for a more 
competitive future. 

“Last year was a year for the houses 
to rid themselves of long-held negative 
factors.” said Minoru Murata, deputy 
general manager of Japan Rating & In- 
vestment Information. “They mule ma- 
jor progress, but it’s too early to say their 
old problems are over.” 

Tne recovery in Japanese stock was a 
promising sign for the big brokerages, 
analysts said. 

“If the stock market remains active, 
that would be positive for brokerages,” 
Mr. Murata said. “But what's more im- 
portant is to ensure stable revenue 
sources that would not be influenced by 
day-to-day market activity.” 

Nomura’s stock rose 9 yen, or 0.7 
percent, to 1,256. It announced its earn- 
ings after the market closed. Nikko 
t, or 3 percent, to 675, while 
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Iridium’s Troubles Topple Chief 

Executive Quits in Wake of Problems Finding Phone Buyers 
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WASHINGTON — The chief ex- 
ecutive of Iridium LLC, Edward 
Staiano, has abruptly left the com- 
pany, a casualty of the venture's 
troubled efforts to find customers 
for its newly launched $5 billion 
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satellite telephone system. 

“Ed has done a magnificent job 
in getting the system to where it is,” 
Indium's chairman, Robert FCiuzie, 
said Thursday after Mr. Staiano 
stepped down. 

“Now as we move into an era of 
marketing and financin g, basically 
the board felt that new blood was 
needed at the top.” 

Industry analysts have lauded Mr. 
Staiano, 62, for spearheading the 
technical challenge of creating a 
network; of 66 satellites to provide 
worldwide wireless phone service. 
But they have faulted him for mar- 
keting missteps, including failing to 
ensure that retailers bad enoagh 
phones to sell when service began 




Source: Bloomberg, Reuters 
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late last year. Iridium switched orbits 
service in November and by die end 
of the year had only 3,000 sub- 
scribers. Analysts bad hoped that it 
would have at least 100.000 by that 
point, and Mr. Staiano recently said 
the company would need 500,000 
customers to break even. 

The customer shortage has cre- 
ated cash-flow problems for Iridi- 
um. In late March, the company said 
it had received a 60-day waiver from 
its bankers to meet certain terms of 
an $800 million line of credit, in- 
cluding a requirement to have $30 
million in cumulative revenue and 
27.000 subscribers. 

On the same day, Iridium an- 
nounced that its chief financial of- 
ficer, Roy Grant, would resign “for 
personal reasons. 7 * 

Iridium is renegotiating the terms 
of its loans. The company also said 
in March that it would fall short of 
its first-quarter profit and revenue 


subsidiary, as interim chief exec- 
utive. Mr. Richardson previously 
was chairman and chief executive of 
Barclays Bank-BZW Asia, a unit of 
Barclays PLC, and has worked to 
turn around other troubled compa- 
nies. 

Day-to-day operations will be 
managed by a five-member exec- 
utive committee made up of Mr. 
Richardson; John Mitchell, former 
vice chairman of Motorola Inc.; 
Richard Lesher, former president of 
die U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
and the presidents of IridnaxTs 
Sooth American and Japanese sub- 
sidiaries. An Iridium spokeswoman, 
Michelle Lyle, declined a request to 
interview Mr. Staiano. 

Iridium's shares, which were first 
sold to die public for $20 in June 
1997 and almost tripled within a 
year, lave fallen about 73 percent in 
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Dollar Rises 
After Euro 9 s 
Rally Fails 


Edward Staiano spearheaded 
Iridium’s 66-sateflile network. 


the past year. The company's shares 
finished down $1.0625 at $16 on 
Friday. 

Iridium’s concept of worldwide 
satellite phone service drew wide- 


On Thursday, Iridium named 
John Richardson, head of its African 


spread enthusiasm .in the telecom- 
munications industry when it was 
unveiled. It was envisioned as a way 
for globe-trotting executives to be 
reached at the same number if they 
were in London, Nairobi or. Jakarta. 

But cellular phone service; which 
is cheaper because it relies cm land- 
based -** nte n o a * rather than satellites, 
has proliferated faster than expected 
in developing countries, reducing de- 
mand fin- Iridium’s costliersemce. 


Bloomberg cm ' 
LONDON— Thedollar rose 

against the euro Friday, hov- 
ering near its recent record 
levels against the single cur- 
rency, tfter U.S. and Bntish 
officials rejected a Yugoslav 
Differ to allow an mternationai 
presence in Kosovo, dashing 
hopes for an early end to the 
fighting in the province. 

A Russian mediator had Re- 
layed an offer from the Yu- 
goslav president, Slobodan Mi- 
losevic, to allow United Na- 
tions personnel into Kosovo, 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Very briefly: 


• Mobil Corp.'s first-quarter net profit fell 34 percent to $464 
midinn, from a year earlier because of low oil prices and 
slimmer profit from selling gasoline and other fuels. Sales at 
Mobil, which is being acquired by Exxon Corp-, fell 11 
percent to $ 12. 1 8 billion. 

•Merck & Co.’s first-quarter net profit rose 12 percent to 
$ 1 .3 billion, from a year earlier, as sales surged 24 percent to 
$7.5 billion. 

•The National Association of Securities Dealers, parent 
company of the Nasdaq market and the American Stock 
Exchange, is calling off a proposed merger with tile Phfl- 
adefphfa Stock Exchange alter nearly a year of negotiations 
failed to resolve outstanding issues. 

• Kellogg Co/s first-quarter earnings fell 30 percent to 
$118.8 million, as it spent more on promotions such as 
coupons to turn around sales lost to lower-priced cereals. Sales 
rose 6 percent to $1.75 billion. 

•hazard Freres & Co. agreed to pay $11 million to settle 
federal regulators' charges of price-gouging and fraud in the 
municipal bond market Under the accord with three U.S. 
agencies, Lazard will pay $7.4 million to the federal government 
and a total of $3.5 million to bond issuers in four states. 

•E*Trade Group Ino, the on-line broker, will split its stock 
for the second time this year, with a 2-for-l split for share- 
holders of record May 7. 

•Chock Foil o’Nufcs Corp. spumed an unsolicited takeover 
offer of about $223 million from the consumer and food 
products maker Sara Lee Corp. 

•Energy East Corp., a New York power provider, agreed to 
buy the natural-gas company Connecticut Energy Corp. for 
about $617 million in stock, cash and assumed debt. 

•Navistar International Corp. will spend $250 million to 
buy and renovate an Alabama factory to make diesel truck and 
bos engines, creating as many as 600 jobs, in a bid to meet 
rising U.S. truck demand. Bloomberg. AFP. AP. Reuters 


AT&T Bid Lifts Cable Shares but Tethers Dow 


CimpOot hr Our SuffFmm Dupadtar 

NEW YORK — Slock prices 
were mixed Friday after a three-day 
rally, as AT&T’s bid for a big cable 
television operator, MediaOne, hurt 
shares of the suitor but lifted those of 
cable companies. 

Still, analysts said the lackluster 
trading offered no suggestions that 
the rushing market was running out 
of steam. 

‘ ‘The market is certainly overdue 
for a pause to refresh," said Alfred 


Goldman, director of market anal- 
ysis at A.G. Edwards & Sons Inc. in 
St Louis. “Even boll markets have 
to rest their engines. 77 

At the close, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average was down 37.51 
points at 10,689-67- The broader 
Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index 
was down 2.03 points ar 1 , 356 . 80 , 
but the Nasdaq composite was up 
28.91 points at ZS90.52. 

The number of advancing and de- 
clining stocks on the New York 


Stock Exchange was about even. 

Investors were concerned that 
AT&T’s $58 billion bid for Media- 


U A STOCKS 


One could hart AT&T’s earnings. 
AT&T fell 3 Vi to 53 VS, dragging, 
down the Dow, of which it is a 
component 

After AT&T’s offer, which 
topped a $56.5 billion bid from 
Comcast “you'll continue to see 


Cox Sells Wireless-System Stake to Sprint 


Bloomberg, AFP. AP. Reuters 


Cmpdrd by Omr Sqf From DupaeheM 

ATLANTA — Cox Communications Inc., one of the 
largest U.S. cable-television companies, said Friday 
that it would sell its remaining 40.8 percent stake in Cox 
Co mmunicati ons PCS LP to Sprint Corp. for 243 
million shares of Sprint PCS Series 2 stock. 

The transaction, valued at $1 .2 billion and expected 
to dose in die second quarter, will make Sprint the sole 
owner of the wireless communications network that 
provides Sprint PCS service in the Los Angeles, San 
Diego and Las Vegas areas. 

Cox sold 20 percent of its interest in Cox Com- 
munications PCS in 1998 to Sprint, which is based in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

The deal came a day after Cox announced that it 
would expand its cable operations through the purchase 


of Media General Inc., whose cable systems cover 
northern Virginia, in a $1.4 billion deal. 

Media General officials said consolidation in the 
cable industry was making it more difficult to work as 
the operator of a single system. The deal will affect 
260,000 Media General cable customers in Fairfax and 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

“This is a high -growth area with great demographics 
that indicate demand is ripe for telecommunication 
services,” said Jim Robbins, president of Cox. “En- 
tering this market allows ns to farther our strategy of 
operating large systems in metropolitan areas.* 7 

Media General said the sale would allow the com- 
pany, which is based in Richmond, Virginia, to focus on 
its newspapers and broadcast stations in the South- 
east. fAP, Bloomberg ) 


consolidation in communications 
suppliers — quite a few over the 
□ext year,” said Michael Manns of 
American Express Asset Manage- 
ment in Minneapolis. 

Such speculation drove up the 
shares of cable companies. Ad- 
elphia Co mmunic ations, which has 
itself put together a string of ac- 

S uisi turns, rose 2 1/8 to 63%, and At 
[ome, which sells Internet services 
over cable television networks, 
climbed 12 13/16 to 158V4.. 

Bond investors took their cues 
from the languid stock market, leav- 
ing prices and yields relatively flat. 
The benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond rose 3/32 to 95 1/32, pushing 
tiie yield down to 539 percent from 
5:60 percent. (AP, Bloomberg) 

■ Big Board’s Profit Falls 

Profit fell for a second consec- 
utive quarter at the New York Stock 
Exchange as the number of new 
com panie s listin g their shares con- 
tinued to decline, Bloomberg News 
reported. 

First-quarter net income slumped 
16 percent, to $27.9 million, from a 
year earlier. The number of new 
listings dropped 42 percent, to 30. 
Revenue rose 3 percent, to $1773 
million. Average daily trading, 
volume increased 27 percent, to 
797.6 rnilEon shares. ' 7 
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sparking a brief rally for the 
enro. The rally sputtered out as 
the United States and Britain 
said the offer fell short of meet- 
ing North Atlantic 'Treaty Or- 
ganization de ma nds. 

In 4 P.M. trading, the euro 
was at $1.0615, down from 

$1.0636 on Thursday. 

The euro had risen as high as 
$1.0684, from as low as 
$1.0560 in trading Thursday, 
which had been its lowest level 
since it was introduced at the 
beginning of the year. 

Against the yen, the dollar 
slipped to 119380 yen from 
119.680 yean. 

Investors were expecting 
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi 
: of Japan to introduce new mea- 
sures to lift the economy from 
recession, but the yen joined J 
little strength because traders , 
also expect tire Bank of Japan to . 

be wary of any appreciation, in ■» 
the Japanese currency. A ■ 
stronger yen could cut off any 
nascent economic recovery by 
making Japanese exports more 
expensive^ 

Meanwhile, the fighting in 
Kosovo, now in its fifth week, _ 
increases the “risk premium” , 
associated with holding euros, : 
said Stewart Newnbam, a cur- < 
. rency strategist at Commerz- ; 
bank. . ,- 

That has led the German ; 
bank to slash its forecast for the ’ 
euro in tirecoming months to 98 j 
U3. cents from $1.07. 5 

The dollar rose to 13095 / 
Swiss francs- from 13052 ’ 
francs, wftilefee pound was un- ?i 
changed at SL.6157. 
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Sep 99 18752 18709 187W4I8004 161 

Dec 99 1.0775-00004 103 

EsL stass 1907 Tim vtas 12372 

Tim open W 4*104. off 42 


HEATING OIL CNMER) 

42000 gal centa per gd _ 

May 99 4465 4330 4362 -0-70 26646 

Jun 99 4480 4360 4362 403 34531 

JOl 99 4239 44.10 44.17 4168 23870 

Aug 99 4215 4455 4467 -063 17413 


S 99 4290 4540 4532 4158 9689 

99 4230 4297 4297 0-53 5810 

Now 99 46.95 4467 4*67 4L53 5824 

Est. wta s 43834 Ttm Ptaas 31508 
THUS open hr 174291, off 255? 


BRITISH POUND (CMEK) 


Jan 99 >6300 16118 16138 unCtL *<743 
Sap 99 16300 16133 16132-08004 1,231 

Dec 99 16134-00004 30 

Est tatas 7410 Tim safes KURS 
IWBepm tat 66004, oH 914 


SILVER (NCMX) 


5800 ksg at- cents per taesgr pz. 

Apr 99 5156 -28 71 

Mar 99 5198 5128 5145 -ZJ 21268 

Jan 99 5117 -24 5 

JM 99 5214 5158 5166 -26 31771 

Sep 99 5238 5188 5111 -26 *497 

Dec 99 5248 5188 519,7 -26 10856 

MarOO 5198 -26 2505 

Est stfes 17000 Thtfeatas 16616 
Tbm open Ut 82857, off 228 


WHEAT (CBOT) 

5JOB bo mtataamt- amts per basM 


Trading Activity 


K » am 25iw ass -2n zuat 

1 269)6 262 265* -1* 64406 

sap 99 zmt 273 27514 -JM 7613 

Dec 99 294 287 290 -2U 17423 

EsL sons 20000 Han calcs 20408 
Tbus open MI 15884 off 1452 


CANADIAN DOLLAR COKER) 

100800 Mont S per CM. t*r 

Jun 99 6784 6757 6778+08026 7*764 

Sep 99 6786 6768 6784+O80Z6 2651 

Dec 99 6791 6790 6791+08026 1457 

Eel sates 5341 Ttaftsttas 12.731 

Hare open tat 81461 up 2408 


UBHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER1 
1800 bbL- (Mtan Dw bbt 
Jun 99 1118 1783 17.94 -044 171833 

JU199 17.87 1757 1766 -021 82.153 

Aug 99 >755 17.30 1749 -OT9 OUT 

Sen 99 1747 1786 17.13 8.17 . 24525 

Od 99 1781 1582 1*89 -0.13 24433 

Nor 99 1*78 1660 1567 -0.13 24430 

Est lotas 98,193 Thus sates 131830 
Thus open W 590152a oB 28)3 


Nasdaq 


TnHiran 
hcwHVb 
N c« Low 


sss ss 


ttw 3M7 Total tasuB 

S 65 New WBtl* 

2} 38 NewLnwS 


1811 31S 

16MI 1776 

1275 1206 

*2 *1 

51 49 


Market Sales 


348 S NYSE 

ira 174 Anew 

Hi ™ 

is 8 tnmBBom. 


74168 1.12746 

3251 4B82 

1812.14 1,11066 


Livestock 

CATTLE (CM ER) 
taUWO Bn.- crab par IP. 

Apr 99 45.97 6545 6*55 unch. *306 

Jun 99 6380 6260 6242 +085 49480 

Aw 99 6iJ6 6142 616 2 uactL 3QJ75 

Orf 99 6482 6345 6347 nudL 13674 

DuC 99 6*85 6iB 6157 0.18 *185 

PebOO 6745 5782 57.12 -030 2658 

Est Mas 11687 Thus sates 14107 
Hurt open tat 99860. on 781 


PLATINUM OtMER) 

69 tor at- dattas per bur a* 

Apr 99 355.10 -160 2 

■M 99 35860 35380 35*10 -160 9 jm 

Oct 99 35760 35780 357.10 -160 1498 

Jan 00 35780 -160 140 

Apr 00 35*40 -160 110 

EsL sales 881 Thau sates 46SS 
Tbn opal fed 11433, op 362 


GERMAN MARK ICMEJD 

12S800imfcs.Spermah 

Jon 99 6482 6435 6443 08002 34615 

Sop 99 6489 6474 6475 00003 1458 

Dec 99 6309-08002 153 

EsL soles *117 Thin salts *524 

Ttertcpen tat 33)925 op 1880 


NATURAL GAS DIMER) 

10800 nm WtfbS per am Hu * 

May 99 2440 2.195 2426+0801 44047 

Ain 99 2468 2425 2J53 uadi 5L151 

Jut 99 2280 2445 2471 Midi 2*827 

Aug 99 2.285 2460 24*1 +0002 18830 

Sen 99 2490 1265 2284 +0803 21827 

Oct 99 2407 3490 ZJ07+0JM2 1*888 

EsL sates 6*223 Tlnn sates 92304 
Tlnrt open tat 331,957, up 2841 


Close Pit v fc m s 

LONDON METALS (LMB 

DcOars per cnatric taa 

Matata (KeM Ends) 

Sad 129180 129280 1296)6 1297111 

Forworn 131480 msoa 1320.00 lxn8Q 


JAPANESE YEN CCMER) 

126 mraon feat par loo run 

Jun 99 6450 6405 603+08008 84038 

sen 99 6539+08008 1101 

Dec 99 M 44 8433 6644+08008 U54 

Est sates 11173 Tlars sdes 21477 
Tbvs otwi H 8769* HI 1456 


UNLEADED GASOLINE MMER) 
42800 got, certs per oat 
May 99 S362 5260 5242 4)43 

ten 99 5365 5240 53.18 -049 
Jot 99 S2JO SSOJ 5X23 -037 

Aug 99 5345 3265 5177 -023 


Capper Oslkedn (MgA GMtal 

Spot 1523ft 1524ft 152280 1523.00 


Dividends 

Campaiqr Per Amt Ree Puy 


IRREGULAR 

After Resldni Tr . 40 5-3 5-10 

LantaiOflAB b .082 4-26 S-3 

SmoMg A5A B b 4247 4-29 _ 

Tele Norteste Cel b 99 43 4-38 — 

STOCK 

CMcBaflafp - S’ ^ 

Veto Bancorp . 5% 5-3 5-!l 

STOCK SPLIT 
ADav Carp ! tort rota- 
Amer RirW Midi* 3 fcr 2 staR. 

Mednnloat Tea 3 fpr 2 spBL 
INCREASED 

Centura Berts Q -33 5-28 6-15 

ColBso Inti O 89 5-7 5-21 

Student Loan top Q -<£ W4 M 

Wausau Mas Pop Q -06 5-3 5-17 

INITIAL 

CNfilncn _ JOS *-2S 54 


Company 
CADS Enemy 
Carpenter TaA 
CenH&SaW 


Est Banking Co 


CNBIncn _ JS 4-» M 

Capffl Fed FW - .10 5-5 5-2 1 

LowrwafSmfls _ -05 5-10 

LuamlTediii - M *3* 

PravtdentBnqi - -03 5-6 5-20 

REGULAR 

Alcan AfcffllnufllO □ .15 £20 6-21 

AOU Cap O 65 W M 

Amo’ Home Prod 0 425 5-13 6-1 


Fst Spartan FW 
Fort James Corp 


Per Amt Rec pay 

O 43 M 5-17 

O 43 5-4 *4 

O 85 W (-1 

NO Q .17 5-14 S-2B 

srp O .12 4-30 5-14 

_ . . Elec a 42 tel 6-15 

q 43 5-3 5-21 

0 .10 4-11 7’1 

O .15 6-15 6-38 

Q JO 5-3 5-17 

O .15 6-16 6-3G 

Jastemlnc Q 22 5-17 6-1 

Mead Carp □ .16 5-3 6-1 

Noraida Inca Q _20 S-2B 6-15 

NorHmvy nu Inc 0 .16 4-29 5-11 

PG&ECora Q JO 6-15 7-15 

PtnnadewfeQip O 425 5-3 6-1 

Regai-BetolfCofP Q .12 7-15 

RayoJBnstoA O Jl 4-30 5-14 

a 60 5-1 6-1 

Q 47 5-28 6-14 


FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 

SLOW 1b*- onto pw ft. 

Apr 99 77.10 7080 7VS2 -0.12 1^» 

May 99 71.05 70142 7082 440 *9S6 

Aug 99 7175 7340 73.60 4L02 S557 

SwPP 7190 73L50 7172 -008 1.160 

OCT99 702 74SB 74.15 8.10 'I'm 

Now 99 7540 75. 0S 7520 845 268 

EsL sates L464 nan soles Zl 10 
Ttan apM W 1*87* up 77 


Format! 155380 155480 155280 155380 

taut 

tad 52980 53080 525ft 526ft 

fmoa 53580 53680 53180 53280 


SWISS FRANC tCMEW 

1258W franc* 1 per franc 

Jun 99 .6 707 6644 6654-08011 6*506 

sap 99 672288011 325 

Dtc99 6789 48011 14 

EsL rates ftSSSTlan sales 12.444 

Tinn open u 6*84* up 9oi 


Sap 99 5240 5180 5184 8.18 

Oct 99 SttdO <945 50.19 443 


Now 99 SOJffil 4940 4989 -043 
Dec 99 49-55 <8.95 <944 443 

EsL soles 32.798 Thus ides 8X2*0 
Tlar* open Ml, off 11 171 9 


514080 515080 512B80 513000 
522080 w>Mn 520080 S205.0Q 


HOfiMM<QIIE0 
40000 bs.- eons parte. 

Jan 99 5760 5140 5760 +280 19627 

M99 57.10 5785 5985 +185 7678 

AH 99 3845 57.10 5B-57 +1.42 7413 

OaW 5*15 5492 5682 +082 0164 

Doc 99 5560 5*75 55LZ7 +043 *323 

EsL antes 10561 Trtnwta 7,741 
Ttan open tal 4019* up SS) 


Spas 543580 544580 541080 542080 

ttaann) 54AS80 547080 50500 544500 

2BK (Spadta HM ISrada) 

Spat 1D36U 102780 102600 

FanaCN 105680 105*00 104780 104880 

Wgd Ion Otesa CPg« Op tar 


MEXICAN PESO (CMEK) 
pvKRw % par peso 

Jun 99 .10560 .10477 .10502+80025 17JB6 
Sep 99 .10125 .10030 .10002 +80025 1175 
Dec 99 89700 89650 89660+80020 1874 
EsL Mtas 1610 7tart sates *334 
TWs open tel 21JWI aH 462 


GASOIL OPE) 

U8. daBan par meirtc tan - Ms of 100 ions 
May 99 13375 131-25 13L50 -0-25 3*192 
JM199 13580 132-50 13360 Unch. 2*219 

•By 99 13680 133-75 13580 +0-50 12619 

Aug» 137.50 13550 13625 +060 *431 


INTEREST RATES 


Sep 99 138.75 137.00 137.75 +060 7854 
CM 99 1402S 13880 1392S +0JS 3.OT 
EsL sate 1M0Q. Prev. 5aM : 1*327 
Piw. ape tat: 1 4*1 X t* |J39 


Friday, April 23 


Financial 
UST BILLS (CMEK) 

51 ptSOtlOOpd 

Jua 99 9570 9164 PS65 -004 14U 

EsL sales 288 Thus Ettas &56S 

Tim upn n 2*860 op 215M 


RoyriBw slasAl 
sjwcwpi 


SJWCorp 
Sondinc 

SovttlFIrttBnCEbn O 
SuncorEnwIocg Q 
Wdh FWCarp Q 

Wlcorlnc O 


Jl 4-30 5-14 
60 5-1 6-1 

27 5-28 6-14 
.15 5-3 5-17 

.17 6-15 6-25 
.15 5-3 5-14 
22 5-T 5-2B 


PORK BELLIES (CMER) 
40800*0.- cants porta 


May 99 5725 5325 5*65 +210 2261 

tel *9 57 JO 5*60 57.17 +187 2.143 

Aug 99 57JS 5*52 S5J 0 +185 598 

EsL sates L421 Tim sain 1,180 
Tim open M 5,1 39, pit 43 


SYR TREASURY (CBOT) 

J10ftOWMto.(45A64»soflOOpel 

tea 99 111-42 111-30 111-36 +04 24*517 

Sep 99 111-21 111-20 111-20 +05 *517 

Eslsotel -AMD Tim sates 4*514 

T»a« open M 25283* up *43S 


MW***! b-appratmate amoant per 
9-paypb te la Caaodtai funds 
RwauntMio tt-OBBtorti; MaatanaacOg. 


UA Stock Tobies Explained 


Sales ffawts ora imoftfcW- Ycortf Wshr and lows rnftx? JDc prrvtjos S2 awks ptas Uv? 
oj rrord wreck, bdrwMhe W«t 1nxSno*i»WlWTeajipBt or stock (fivltjendornounfing to 25 
porctBt or m«e has IwropOkLItwycoreWoWownmoe mid dMd end are drawn tofflie saw 
stocks only. Untcis otherwise rotes at dMdends ore annud ttoborsemorts based on 

1M Med dedraattan. 

A - dividend afco extra (s). b ■ annul rote of UMifend pftis stock dMctend. c • iiauMatlna 
dtektottf- ec - P6 Btoeeds W.cH - «fl«L d - n« Mi. M . loss In 1M Inst 1 2 mourns, 

e - dRtdeffd declared or poW in pracecBns J2 monllta 9 - onntW rate inaeasaf on losf 

dedanAM.9- *uWeiid teCanodtenfonds,wbiectto 15%nofHesklenesfaK.l -dMdend 

dedared after spRt-vp or stock dMaend-|-cHvWefldpr6d1Ws yew, otnHteideloned,«i» 

odton taken at West tWdend meeUng. k - dvktend dedand or paid this year, an 
accumobthre Issue ftWi dMWeads in amors, rn - rnmual rat* itdvoed an ksl dedaranen. 
a ■ now teue fn fhe post 52 weeks. The Mflh-bwiwge begins wlffi the sfaf of hodlnfl. 
Bd ■ nml dog deftnry. p - WIW dMdend, ramuM rate unknown. P/E ■ prtce-eamfcws rWo. 
o-Ocw«Lendniufiiolfimd.f-dMdmdi)odai^oriwJd In preceding 12 months, plus stack 
dhtdend. s - stack sp». Krfdeod begins wm date ol spllL sta - sates. » . dMdeod paid In 
stack in pfetwflno 13 iwnlh* eMtaotad cash »ateeon ec-dMdend or ai-distrfeutfai date. 
0-ncwTTOrtrh>Bh.r-tiadtngfwgatLt4-Mbanlginrftyorret^rershtaorbetagrta yflu ntied 
undurtbeBooliniptcy Act or socwWes assumed br such cotnaonics. ent- when dlstitbifted 
off * when fasual' ww - marrams, x - ex-aMdenn or ex-rtgWs. »Sj - cx-rfWrtlwtlan. 

nr- wflhout warrants, y ex-sRutdend and sMes In tvIL yld -yWd. z.«sdtes In fua. 


Food 

COCOA fNCSB 
10 metric tans- 1 par ion 

MnW 995 979 980 -9 4M 

tel 99 1035 1021 1K6 -4 29.709 

s«p 99 1019 use ion -5 n,i« 

Dec 99 1114 1096 1102 -4 7,143 

Mm 00 1152 1142 1145 ^ BASS 

MayDD 1)73 ^ *533 

ESL Hies *196 Tim sates 7,394 
Thus open taf 63895. Up 673 


If YR TREASURY {CBOn 

ttOMOO aA+ Ms&33ndtail00pet 

tea 99 115-14 11584 115418 + 01 48*955 

Sep 99 11*27 11*20 11*23 +01 19JQS 

Dec 99 116-10 +01 z 

EsL stta 80500 Thus iotas 101,165 

Hurt open U 506,792. up *386 


maunth sterling ojfpe> 
esnuno - pis or loopct 

Jun «9 91*30 479a 94510 +OJI10 179.901 

Dec 99 9*630 *990 94*10-0820 14*631 
MarOO 9*650 4600 94*30-0820 139,455 
ten 00 WJ40 *500 94630-0890 11*473 
Sep 00 94440 4400 9*430—0830 3*908 
Dec 00 9*320 *290 94310-0840 54541 
ES. safes: 1UU74 Prev.wtes 131456 
Pnv. open tnL: 1867696 up *7«7 

3-MONTH EORIBOR (MATIR 

eun I nUBaa - pb of 100 pa 

Jen 99 97.*) 97.40 9741 Unch. 40541 

rSS.2 ¥/?. V. A UncK 31-5*5 

Dec 99 97 2a 7731 9734 +080 15644 

MarOO 57.30 97J9 9720 +0X0 7.248 
ten DO 9732 9730 9732 + 080 *491 
&t sates: M70 
Optf Mj 10961 4 up 70S 


Go vomimrrt Debt 


BRENT OIL OPE) 

UA dcfltns par banal - lots oM 800 tearris 
ten 99 .1*13 1580 15*9 — 034 109891 

JUtT99 1533 15*2 1169 -0.19 5*824 

AiigW 1174 1148 1155 —8.16 23.741 

SW99 1140 1539 1141 -0.16 T*T2B 

Ota 99 1149 1538 1128 ^0.16 

NW99 1133 1114 IDS -0.14 iOT 

EsL sates: 53800 . Pw. sates -. S2.189 
Pww. open InL 3BL439 up X775 


Germay 

Doty 

Japan 


new *< 

Price *3 

SoumeBioomberg. ,m * 


3-mootti 

Mnontta 

Hw 

»iw 

*92 

— . . 

— 

- *992 

Z*3 

286 

241 

2673 

ISO 

2-50 



2667 

2 22 

221 

■ 230 

2781 

0JD65 

007 •_ 

— 

417 

240 

ISO 

280 

2674 

3-raanai 

1-ywr 

Hon- 

After 

*41- 

486 

582 

5.13 

*31 

AM 

99-23 

96-12 


3-MONTH EUR} BOR OlFFO 


„ Stock Indexes 
SP COMP INDEX {CMER} 

2SQxlndcs 

JiW» 137Z5D 1 35150136*20 -280 371,1(1 
S«W 1385^0136980138480 +1J0 *604 
JWlM 142*00 142*00143580 Sff 

Esl sates N A Tlars sates 8M30 
Thn open U 381,901, up 330 


Money Market Rates 




Itiii 


^ . 

v * Ik) 


UV* 

1> 


DOLLAR: Greenspan’s View \ 

Continued from Page 13 ■? 


they “locked themselves into a currency of one of tire more., 
stable, huger countries.'’ . r 

But Mr. Greenspan said adopting thedollar would not help 
unless fee country also was willing to develop a well reg4 
ulated, well capitalized financial system, keep a lid on budget 
deficits and avoid tunning up big foreign debts. He said that a!' 
country that adopted the dollar without such policies would, 
fail “within a reasonably short time.” T 

“In fee process of fail ore,” Mi - . Greenspan said, “they 
almost surely will be worse off than Urey were without it” 

A switch to dollars is a component of a broader debate overi 
how developing nations can m anage their currencies and! 
foreign-exchange systems best in a world where rapid flows of: 
capital can knock ail but the mightiest of economies off track, : 
At meetings next week, officials from the leading industrial 
nations and delegates to tire International Monetary Fund and' 
World Bank wul consider how to respond to the global" 
financial turmoil of the past two years. 

Replacing a national currency with the dollar is tire most 
dramatic and unambiguous way of freezing its value, effectively; 
eliminating tire exchange-rate fluctuations that can. bedevil' 
borrowers and exporters in a developing nation It would all but 1 
eli m inate inflation, since tire money supply would be controlled: 
not by the nation’s central bank bat by the Fed. And becanst? 
exchange-rate and inflation risks would be reduced substan- 
tially, interest rates within the country probably would falL “ 
But the adopting country would give op control of itfc* 
monetary policy, reducing its ability to cope wife ups anZ 
downs in its economy. *5 

The issues involved are not just economic. Giving up al 
national cunrency, even a troubled or weak one, is a major: 
.political.. decision, involving a ceding of sovereignty. Mrl* 
Summers and Mr. Greenspan also talked about the possibility 
that nations using the dollar would attribute their problems tig 
the United States when their economies hit rough patches? 
creating diplomatic issues. 


‘■-i- i i ■*% 


K': 


.-a 

:3 

43 

j3 

- JO 

lB-yeor yj 
*535 jZ 
3342 >T 
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1J33 _ 
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eura 1 raMon « pts of 100 pta 

TIMS 7M0 97*05—0.003 1L893 

Jun 99 97.410 7*00 97.405 Uncft. 20*712 

SfpW WJ 00 7415 97*25 +0805 711891 

Dec» 97345 7315 97340 +0815 13Q.91J 
WJIO 7^0 9730S +881J 11*506 

AwO# 77-220 7.195 97325 +8JS0 67,925 

771g 7.1B 97,130 +0815 71,119 

Deem 96.975 6.945 94.975 +0820 39843 

Ed.*** 64722. Pm.Hk* 80371 
Pra*.opMii>L 949876 up SOW 


COFFEdCCNCSQ 
37J00 BL-eMdl per ta 


Mb*99 9A7S 9*50 9780 +855 *011 
tel 99 9980 9580 9*55 +OJO 2*671 

6ep99 W14B 10080 HUS UrtCA. 929* 
Dec 99 10X50 HUSO 1U30 +0.10 *ggo 
MarOO 10*15 10450 10430 +030 
EAufetiun TftmsalK 12353 
TBUV open M 43891 up L936 


US TREASURY BONDS (00077 
(B pcwioaooo-pts B 32M1 etioo pet) 

Jua 99 171-06 130*24 120-31 +03 572.747 

Spo9? 120-22 120.10 120-15 +02 41800 
Dec ?9 119-28 +01 *568 

MarOO 100-00 9M2 9931 uadi 
&L tales 290MS Tlnn sates 390647 
Tiers ogen W 619,115, ui> 7^96 

LONG G4LT CUFF E) 
CS&0H-9ll&32nto9MOOpel 

JU»» HJL NA 11*89 -CD* 22.16* 
^tate* HA. Pm. Hits: 19371 

Pnv.epMlaL: 02,164 up 1666 


FTSE 100 (UFFE) 

E15 per Index potal 

fepW N.T N.T 6SJX0 +258 *897 

•tee 99 N.T N.T 65848 +238 WSO 

Ett total- 2 1371. Pier, rates: 2S559 
Piev.oaeakiL: 208,230 off 123 


UMtadStatac 
Dtaoaent rata 

Prime rate 
FWtrH funds 
90-dayC*ft» Dtpastf 
ISO-dey Cool Prater 
jgae 

Disoouut rate 


Totfqr 

Pit*. 

Mm 

to *t~ 

Piwiar 

; i 


4ft 

4ft 

Bronh . 

5ft 

5U7 



7U 

7ft 

cuirnwrer 

£ 

Sh 

" 


4VA 

4ft 

1-taMttttMHtak 

SV» 

5ft- 



*88 

*88 

3HWac»Wart»alc 

SV* 

5ft. 



4J6 

*77- 

AmMutfaloMiMak 

5ft* 


X 



SwrctSzBaakof TetyfrMMnbVtL 
Antes. 


UKASWORLDU OKSO 
1 12800 and p«r 

MWW *14 *63 48J +084 2*748 

*12 m IS *4* ** 

MW *86 466 485 +087 4*973 

MarOO S46 530 543 +flS 2*450 

EM. sates 3*112 TUTS alas 42350 

TBm apan H 19*713, an U23 


lteYEAftFREHCH 60V. BONDS (MAT1F) 


Jun99 9*i6 9680 9631 +082 8*148 


EsL satas; 31296 

Opn Wj 8*148 OB 3J57 


LjBOj 1-MQHTH (CMAR) 
SSraotaB-Hiarroopis. 

^T99 *589 9588 9508 uacTu 1*342 
Jon >9 9587 9587 9587 uadi mu 


WMJWTH EURO LIBOR (UFFE) 
eural mNton -ate at IMocf 

&2 I- 40 * ^ 

tap 99 97600 7.420 97X25 +0805 
&K99 97325 7325 97J40 +0015 
NT N.T. 97305+8815 

£2™ S-?K l** nj3S ♦ 0JB0 

971,5 7115 W.l* +0815 
2^2? N - T - +0820 

Jun w XT. XT. 96815 +0820 
g- 1 Mac S49. taftt rates: 971 
Piur. opart InL KU2M v 19 


CACAO (MATIFl 
wo 10 pcrbKtex poM 

A» 99 43330 425U 42610 -310 10jL9H 
WayW 4312JJ 42S35 42490 JTffl 

Jun 99 <2»0 42170 42215 S3 OJB 
Sep99 *3034 42618 *2414 <04 6*256 
&tratat:5U75 

Open lot; 23W*5trp 22154 


CdSBOBty 

403 

iHAanetaKftMna 

412 

340BH)tatarttanR 

412 

6H0MBtt bRHtaraR 

0J1 

Bora loot 


Ropo tutu 

250 

EONIA 

7M 

Eraanriftnatt 

. 258 

Enrfbor 3-oHWtb 

259 

BRAWSBMM 

. 261 

Ewttor Itraouta 

268 


Libor Rates 


DM* 65063 4595 50613 53725* 

Ug.MW 2015 2 
Skrihm &39J7 &33T2 9-rxu siSZT 

Yen 0.1275 Ktef 0.1738 n?ya 

5m Franc 09343 09717 10183 1.1733- 

SoanxBmka. 


Corormxfity Indexes 

totes* Pmfm 
& 2 *T > 1 . 151.30 


Forward Rates 


WMHITH SWISS FRANC (UFFE) 

tap 99 98.910 0870 98890-4030 71867 


Keunra M ijsetM 

D-L Futures 'gfi , 'hJ3 

CRBraittue Futures 189-71 189.46 




Gold Fixings 

Mondog , 
tMtOaa 253.JO 


UA doBaa par ounce. 
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er Draws Fire From All Sides 


j By Edmund L. Andrews 

L_ York Times Service ; • 

* PRANKFURT — One day after unveiling 
E“? s f w a giant merger, Deutsche Telekom 
Telecom Itaha SpA came under new 
pre Friday from shareholders, competitors 
and Italian politicians. 

I Resurrecting an issue that had seemed to 
pave been settled, Italian officials threatened 
to block the deal if the German government 
refused to offer more explicit assurances 
about its plans to reduce its stake in Deutsche 

Telekom 

; Meanwhile^ the Italian newspaper La Re- 
publica repeated that a number of top 
business leaders who. own shares in Telecom 
Italia were throwing their support to Olivetti 
ppA’s rival takeover bid. 

| People close to Olivetti, which is pressing 


u h oed with its unsolicited offer of and 
stock worth 11.50 euros ($1223) per share, 
said investors had oversubscribed Olivetti’s 
new bond and stock offerings, which would 
be used to fina nce its takeover bid. 

In an outward indication of stuffing sen- 
timent, investors bid op the shares of Tecnost 
SpA, an obscure subsidiary of Olivetti tKa r js 
being used as the legal vehicle for taking over 
Telecom Italia. Tecnost shares, which are 
traded in Milan, jumped 10 percent to 9.60 
euros. 

Shareholders were also grumbling in Ger- 
many. The German Shareholder Protection 
Group, a Dnesseldorf-based association that 
represents small investors, warned tint the 
merger with Telecom Italia still had “skel- 
etons in the closet” and might be a bad deal 
for Deutsche Telekom shareholders. 

The group also complained that the mer ged 


company would remain vulnerable to political 
interferaice, an implicit reference to tie Italian 
government, and waned that the two compa- 
nies* awkward plan to alternate chairmen every 
year would do little to solve that problem. 

Though Deutsche Telekom shares closed 
unchanged at 35.50 euros, they have slid 
sharply since word of the proposed merger 
began to circulate last week. That could be a 
serious problem for Deutsche Telekom, be- 
cause the valDe of its offer is hased on its 
stock. At current stock prices, its offer is only 
slightly higher than Olivetti's bid, and the 
margin could shrink further. 

Much of the speculation is being driven by 
muddled statements from the Italian gov- 
ernment. 

Finance Minister Vicenzo Visco of Italy 
insisted Friday that the German government 
bad to provide greater assurances about its 


plan to reduce its 72 percent stake in Telekom. 
The issue is the same one that bogged down 
Telecom Italia’s board several days ago, but it 
appeared to have been resolved when the 
German government issued a comforting but 
noncommittal letter saying that it would re- 
duce its stake over time and had no interest in 
r unnin g Telekom on a day-day-day basis. 

On Friday, Mr. Visco and other Italian 
officials demanded that the German govern- 
ment offer more concrete assurances for “par- 
ity” between the Italian and German compa- 
nies and more specific detail about its own plan 
to reduce its stake in Deutsche Telekom. 

”It is not reasonably acceptable or con- 
ceivable that Telecom Italia is bought by a 
German state company,” Mr. Visco said in 
Rome. “The Germans must give clear, pre- 
cise and rapid signals on parity and on the 
timetable of privatization.” 


Britain Economy at ‘Standstill’ 
With 0.1% lst-Quarter Growth 


LONDON — The British economy 
likely will avoid an outright recession, 
economists said Friday after official 
figures showed a slight increase in 
economic growth. 

Gross domestic product expanded 
by 0. 1 percent in the first quarter from 
the previous quarter and 0.7 percent 
from the year-ago period, the Office 
for National Statistics said. 

Economic growth in Britain has not 
been lower since the recession of 
1992. 

The figures, which woe in line with 
market expectations, continued to 
paint a familiar picture of a depressed 
production sector and a much more 
buoyant services sector. But econo- 
mists saw a silver lining, arguing that 
the figures suggested that the troubled 


economy would avoid recession. 

“While the implication is that the 
economy is ata standstill,” said Philip 
Shaw, an economist at the Investec 
investment house, “it does look as if 
the trough . has been reached and 
growth should pick up over die re- 
mainder of the yes-.” 

Analysts said the GDP figures 
probably would not keep the Bank of 
England from catting its key money- 
market leading rate again, but they 
warned that other recent numbers, no- 
tably earnings figures published Wed- 
nesday, have indicated economic 
strength. 

The Bank of England has cut its key 
interest rate six times m seven months, 
to the lowest level since February 
1994, in a drive to head off economic 
stagnation. (Bridge News, AFP ) 


IMF Said to Favor New Loan to Russia 


CrmpM by Our SuffFrrxm Dbtarte 

MOSCOW — After an eight- 
month interruption, the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund looks set to 
resume lending to Russia, but 
former Deputy Prime Minister 
Anatoli Chubais said Friday that 
Moscow might gee little more 
than what it needs for its repay- 
ments to the Fond. 

Tbe decision can help the be- 
leaguered Russian economy and 
ease a deterioration in U.S. -Rus- 
sian relations caused by a dispute 
over die NATO air strikes and 
missile attacks against Yugosla- 
via, a traditional Russian ally. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 
Yuri Maslyukov will lead a Rus- 
sian delegation Saturday to the 
IMF’s annual meeting in Wash- 
ington, where he is expected to 
complete a deal on new financ- 
ing. Russia is obligated to pay 


$4.5 billion to the IMF this year in 
payments toward previous loans. 

“The basic dung is that an 
agreement between Russia and 
the IMF be achieved,” Mr. 
Chubais said “The amount of 
money distributed will be a max- 
imum $4 billion to $5 billion.” 
The United States and Britain 
have stressed that Russia most be 
given assistance at this time in its 
payment problems. 

There are “enormous national 
security issues” with Russia, 
Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin 
said Thursday in New York. Get- 
ting Russia back on track, he ad- 
ded, is “very difficult, but we 
cannot afford not to do it.” 

After six months of discus- 
sions. die managing director of 
the Fund, Michel Camdessus, 
and the Russian prime minister, 
Yevgeni Primakov, said last 


month that they bad reached an 
agreement in principle that the 
Fund would resume lending. 

But there had been do agree- 
ment on the amount or on the 
final details of the Russian gov- 
ernment's endeavors to improve 
its weak tax collection perfor- 
mance. 

Finance Minister Mikhail 
Zadornov, who will be at the 
meeting in Washington, said Fri- 
day that preparatory discussions 
with a Fund team in Moscow on 
an economic program were now in 
their “absolutely final” stages. 

“I don’t know if we will be 
able to finish up the documents 
today,” he said. 

The team has been here for two 
weeks to review the government’s 
program, which, analysts said, 
probably still faUs short of IMF 
targets. ( Bloomberg , Reuters) 
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Very brieflys * 

• Norway's central bank cut its key interest rate, the folio, of 
deposit, rale, to 6 5 percent from 7.0 percent, and its lending 
rate to 85 percent from 9.0 percent. 

• Volkswagen AG has negotiated a contract with the German- 
trade union 1G Metail that will give 100,000 workers a wage 
increase of 3.2 percent for 14 months beginning Aug. 1 . 

•Credit Agricoie SA of France is the first bank to bid for a' 
stake in Credit Lyonnais, which the French government is- 
selling after a $25 billion bailout Credit Agricole is expected* 
to take a 10 percent stake in the bank for as much as 5 billion 
French francs ($810 million). 

• UniCredito Italiano SpA and the German insurer Allianz 
AG entered talks to buy 52 percent of Bank Pekao SA of 
Poland, which is to be sold by the Treasury Minisny. The 
Italian bank wants to buy 50.1 percent of the 75.7 million 
shares, with Allianz taking up 2 percent afp. Bloomberg. 
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Markets Closed 

The Istanbul and Tel Aviv 
stock markets were closed on 
Friday. 
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UNIQUE IN THE WORLD 

THE FIRST WRISTWATCH OF THE YEAR 2000 
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Fan Cota 
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Prnicas: 74848 
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Under Pressure, Hyundai Again Promises to Shrink 
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SEOUL — Hyundai Group nn- . 
vetiedplan* Friday to radically re~ 

'Oiice the size of its -business empire 
this year as it attempts to rednc^debt 
m response to government pressure, 

Hyundai, South Korea's b ig gest 

• conglomerate, or chaebol , said it 
wmld cut tfie number of its un it s to 
26 &°m 62. Park Sc Yang, chairman 

i OI Hyundai’s resiracraring contimt- 
t«, said the group was trying to spin 
off Hyundai Oil Refinery Co. and 
“My sell Inchon Iron & Steel Co. 

The blue^dnt is the second to be 
nnveiled by Hyundai since Decem- 
ber* when it pledged to shed 50 
percent of its businesses. But, in- 
stead, the number of its subsidiaries 
has grown by 25 percent since 
then. 

: Hyundai win spin off 13 units, 
tnerge 15, sell afor&er 13 and liq- 
uidate four; companies, with eight 
nonautomobile units to be sold onor 
merged, a Hyundai executive said at 
•a press conference. 

Mr. Park said the latest xestme- 

^more ex- caaeooL, uj Uroup, said Friday mat 

“2® 1 e i previMslyaanotinced Hyundai assembly line In l/lsan, South Korea. Cars will jbe one of Hyundai’s five core subgroups. they had agreed to finalize the mer- 

magma, and include fte new de- J ^ ger of thew semiconductor unig by 

m<mt of giying up its chemical operations. the group's debt-to-equity rano down to 1 .9- , which it blames for years of reckless ex- July. The deal is expected to realign the world 
wn companies that tx>l by the end of 1999 from the current 4.5- pansion that helped force South Korea to apply microchip market, with the new unit coro- 

” sold-or spim off in the process of to-1, in line with government directives for for a $60 billion rescue led by the International peting with NEC Corp. of Japan to be the 
-restructuring. citrogfoe ‘ ‘possible commotion Seoul’s top groups to bring debt levels below Monetary Fund. The government has world’s dominant producer of computer 
.among employees and the negative impact on twice the shareholders’ equity. threatened to cut Hyundai off from access to chips. 

* a ® rac * foflpgp capitaL ” Hyundai also said it would raise $1.76 fresh loans if it does not reduce its debt fast Under terras of the deal, Hynndai will pay 

'' J* 1 ® moves are designed to reduce Hy- billion in foreign capital as it moves to ease The heads of Korea's top five chaebol will 1.56 trillion won in cash and securities and the 
pandai s debt to 45.4 million won ($38.2 bil- government pressure to improve its balance meet President Kim Dae Jung next week to re maining 1 trillion won in installments until 
Tion) from 79.3 trillion won. That would bring sheet Seoul has been leaning on the chaebol, 


plans. Mr. Kim is expected to seek 
firm commitments from the exec- 
utives to follow through on earlier 
promises to cut debt 
Mr. Park said Hyundai would 
also advance by two years, to 2003, 
previously announced plans to split 
into five smaller groups focusing on 
autos, electronics, heavy industry, 
construction and finance. 

“The Hyundai Group will be dis- 
solved completely by then, with only 
the five core subgroups operating 
independently, ” Mr. Park said. 

As an initial step in its plan, Hy- 
undai will establish the automobile 
operations as the first independent 
subgroup next year, be said. 

Hyundai Group will divest “all 
noncore businesses” in order to im- 
prove its financial position and to be 
more focused on its core five busi- 
nesses. 

It will also include a number of 
blue-chip units with assets of more 
than 1 trillion won on the list of units 
to be spun off, he said 
Separately, Hyundai and another 
chaeboL. LG Group, said Friday that 
they had agreed to finalize the mer- 
ger of their semiconductor units by 


Nissan Motor’s No. 2 
Fends Off a TV Icon 

‘Le Cost-Killer 9 Holds His Own in Japan 


By Frederic Garlan 

. Agatct France-Pnsse 

TOKYO — ■ Carlos Ghosn, the 
former top executive at Renault 
SA who is now No. 2 at Japan’s 
troubled Nissan Motor Co., has 
made a bold public debar here by 
endnringa grilling on Japan'smost 
famous television news show. 

Early reviews indicate that Mr. 
Ghosn, known as le cost-killer in 
France, more than held bis own 
against Hiroshi Kume, the aggres- 
sive star of TV Asain’s daily News 
Station show. 

For 14 years, Mr. Kume, the 
nation ’s most popular and at times 
reviled television host, has cut a 
swath through Japan’s normally 
dull news shows writ his taasband 
flippant style. : 

His on-air introduction at Mr: 
Ghosn on Thursday gave a taste of 
things to come; "Alfoongh he 
looks like Mr, Bean,” Mr. Kume 
said, referring to the hapless title 
character of a recent hit movie, Mr. 
Ghosn is Va man. of great abil- 
ity.'* 

Renault has acquired a 36.8 per- 
cent stake in Nissan for $5.4 bil- 
lion. Industry observers expect 
Mr. Ghosn’s cost-cutting expertise 
to help tom around Japan's No. 2 
automaker,- which, is burdened 
with debt of 43 trillion yea 
($35.93 billion). Under Mr. 
Ghosn. Renault shaved 3,850 
francs ($623) from die average 


cost ofbuildmg each car, helping it 
to return to profit Pointing at a 
chart, Mr. Kume reminded Mr. 
Ghosn that Renault's turnaround 
was made possible by closing its 
Vil voorde factory in Belgium and 
dismissing 3,000 workers. 

"Will (he formula used at 
Renault be used at Nissan?” Mr. 
Kume wanted to know. 

1*!Hiere is no formula,” Mr. 
Ghosn replied, clearly at ease in 
die country-style setting of die 
show's studio. - - 

“Renault is Renault, and Nissan 
is Nissan,” he said: “You cannot 

time^tEat doesn?wSk in any it? 
dnstry. But I do not think you 
could energize Nissan just by fo- 
cusing on reduction.”. 

Nissan' must once again start to 
produce “attractive” and "com- 
petitive" products, he said. 

Knowing that ■ News Station’s 
style is to upset, Nissan executives 
were reluctant to let Mr. Ghosn 
appear, preferring his television 
debut to take place on the more 
placuf Japan Broadcasting Corp. 

• "It's rare for us to invite busi- 
nessmen,” said Kanae Fakushi- 
ma, a journalist on the staff of the 
show, adding that News Station 
usually books artists, musicians 
and sports stars as guests. 

“Toe public is not interested 
and the businessmen themselves 
don’t want to come on the show,” 
die said. 



meet President Kim Dae Jung next week to remaining 1 trillion won in installments until 
deliver a progress report on tbeir restructuring June 2002. (AFP. Reuters. Bloomberg) 

Brierley Joint Venture Aims 
To Profit as Asia Recovers 


Agmcc Fr um t ft iw m 

Mr. Ghosn;. Renault veteran. 

Henry Wallace, die former Ford 
Motor Co. executive who became 
foe first foreign businessman to 
head a Japanese company when he 
took over as head of Mazda Motor 
Corp., posed for advertising pho- 
tos far his company. His suc- 
cessor, James Miller, is now ap- 
pearing in his own television ad- 
vertisements. But neither execu- 
tive faced off on camera against 
Mr. Kume. 

Mr. Ghosn, who arrived in Ja- 
pan less than two weeks ago, said 
he was still becoming accustomed 
to his new surroundings. ‘‘But 1 
have found a great will on the part 
of foe staff to get out of the current 
stagnant situation which has re- 
duced foe market share,” of foe 


group, he said 
“if 1 can sei r 


“If 1 can serve as a catalyst to 
accelerate the revival of the com- 
pany, I will be very happy.” 


Compdrd by ft. Slog From Oiipatrha 

WELLINGTON — Brierley In- 
vestments Ltd unveiled a new busi- 
ness plan Friday that aims to chase 
bargains in Asia as the region works 
its way out of a financial crisis. 

Brierley, foe biggest investment 
company in New Zealand, is form- 
ing a joint venture with Rothschild 
Inc.’s Asia Recoveiy Fund to focus 
on investment opportunities in 
China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
Southeast Asia. 

Brierley and Rothschild will each 
contribute $100 million to the fond, 
which will be chaired by the ex- 
ecutive manag ing director of Roth- 
schild Wilbur Ross. The venture will 
seek to attract other investor capital 
to increase the fund to $1 billion. 

“Co-investment will be a feature 
of foe company in the future,” said 
the executive chairman of Brierley, 
Selwyn Cushing. 

Brierley would get management 
fees, performance-related rewards 
and benefit from any capital growth 
from its initial investment, he said 

The company also announced a 
new long-term business plan that 
calls for reducing its current 28 as- 
sets to a core investment portfolio of 
12 to 15 companies in New Zealand, 
Australia, Europe, Britain and Asia. 

The company also said it was 
considering moving its headquarters 
to Singapore, to be closer to Asian 
banks and its major investors, which 
include foe Singapore government 
and Camerlin Group Bhd of Malay- 
sia. Sixty percent of its investments 
are outside of New Zealand. 


* ‘The board feels that it would be 
desirable to consider to move the 
head office to an international center 
where it can more effectively op- 
erate as a global company,” Mr. 
Cushing said 

Brierley has been beset by dif- 
ficulties in the past year. Roger 
Douglas, a former New Zealand fi- 
nance minister, took over as ex- 
ecutive chairman in April 1998 and 
promptly shuffled management and 
undertook a strategic review of the 
company. 

Bnt he stepped down as chairman 
in November alter a public disagree- 
ment with Camerlin Group. He re- 
mained a board member until March 

30. Mr. Cushing took his place as 
chairman. 

After recording a loss of 151 mil- 
lion New Zealand dollars ($82.4 
million) for foe six months to Dec. 

3 1 , the company paid no dividend. 

On April 8, Brierley announced 

foe completion of a capital restruc- 
turing with negotiations for a debt- 
refinancing package of up to 600 
million dollars concluded on favor- 
able terms. 

Mr. Cashing then said Brierley 
had foe financial flexibility to pur- 
sue investment opportunities. 

Its portfolio includes 46 percent of 
Thistle Hotels of Britain, 42 percent 
of Air New Zealand and 28 percent 
of the Australian building products 
firm James Hardie Industries. 

Shares of Brierley Investments 
Ltd. gained 5.45 percent Friday to 
58 New Zealand cents. 

(Reuters. Bridge News . AP) 
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Inlcnumunl Herald Tribune 


Japan Says Economy Is in Better Shape 


Cn/vMtrt Our S»^! From OaptaeSa 

TOKYO — Japan said Friday 
that foe worst of its economic slump 
was over, but urged foe central hank 
to take further precautions until foe 
economy had clearly moved toward 
recovery. 

■ . In a report assessing foe progress 
of economic policies, foe Economic 
Planning Agency said Japan, had 
‘‘escaped foe risk of a deflationary 
spiral. ’ But the Bank of Japan 
should continue supplying ample li- 
quidity to the money markers until it 
'is clear that the economy is back on 
the path to a self-sustaining recov- 
ery, foe agency said. 

It also noted that growing un- 
employment remained a problem 
amid ongoing corporate restractcor- 

^excess 


The agency chief, Taichi Sakaiya. 
said tire government did not plan to 
carry out "aggressive” fiscal 
spending on public works for foe 
current fiscal year. But additional 
steps may be taken to address the 
deteriorating labor market, he said 
Unemployment in Japan rose to a 
record 4.6 percent in February. The 
high jobless rate and pressure to cut 
excessive production capacity are 
seen as factors hurting private de- 
mand, including personal consump- 
tion and capital investment 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiromu 
Nonaka said that plans to stem the 
increase in foe unemployment rate 
would be nnveiled next month. 

Analysts agreed that Japan's 
massive spending on economic 
stimulus plans bad helped foe coun- 
try avoid deflation so for. But they 


said the risk was not over. 

Andrew Shipley, an economist at 
Schraders Japan Ltd., said, “Down- 
wand pressure on prices remains in- 
tense and further fiscal and mon- 
etary easing will be required not 
only to prevent a collapse in output 
and but also to ensure foe survival of 
Japan’s financial system as well.*’ 

He also warned that “restructur- 
ing efforts appear to be falling short 
of what is needed to generate margin 
improvement.” 

Yuriko Tanaka, economist at 
Goldman Sachs, said industrial out- 
put was still showing “unstable 
movement.” He noted that output by 
some industries such as electronic 
machinery was steady but that pro- 
duction of such products as ones re- 
lated to capital investment was not. 

(AP, Bridge News, Bloomberg ) 


U.S. -China Talks on WTO 
Show No i Obvious Progress’ 

hewers 

BELTING — Chinese and U.S. trade nego- 
tiators made no obvious progress in two days of 
talks on China's entry to the WTO, the official 
Xinhua press agency said Friday. 

“The current two-day talks concluded with- 
out obvious results,” Xinhua said. 

China’s chief negotiator. Long Yongtn, the 
deputy foreign trade minister, was quoted as 
saying that talks would continue, but be did not 
say when. A source close to the talks said they 
would continue over foe weekend. Xinhua also 
gave no details as to why there was no progress. 

Mr. Long held a one-hour meeting with 
Robert Cassidy, the U.S. assistant trade rep- 
resentative, after group discussions on textiles 
and services. Mr. Cassidy is scheduled to leave 
Beijing on Sunday. 

He arrived on Wednesday, just hours after 
Prime Minister Zhu Rongji returned from North 
America where he failed to clinch a deal with die 
United States ctn China’s 1 3-year quest to join die 
World Trade Organization. 



Very briefly: 

• Hong Kong reported continuing deflation in March as 
property rents helped pall the broadest consumer {nice index 
down 2.3 percent from the year-ago period. It was foe sixth 
straight monthly decline, with the prices of durable goods 
falling 3.4 percent and those of food dropping 2.8 percent. 
•Indonesia will spend 21.7 trillion rupiah ($2.52 billion) to 
recapitalize eight private banks: PT Bank Lippo, PT Bank 
International Indonesia, PT Bank Bali, Bank Bukopin, 
Bank Universal, Bank Arta Media, Bank Prima Express 
and Bank Tamara. The announcement, which was delayed 
by days, came amid worries that the government was 
abandoning its $34 billion bank rescue plan. 

•Taiwan’s seasonally adjusted jobless rate rose to 2.99 
percent in March from 2.70 in February, as people left jobs 
after getting their annual Chinese New Year's bonuses. 

• Thai exports, expressed in dollar terms, fell 3.8 percent in 
the first quarter, to $13.1 billion, from a year earlier. 

• China no longer will approve power-plant projects that 
guarantee foreign investors fixed returns on tbeir capital, the 
official Xinhua press agency reported, although agreements 
already signed will remain valid. 

•Japan Tobacco Inc. has found 26 banks to join its $5 billion 
syndicated loan, completing fra ancingf or its acquisition of foe 
international tobacco business of RJR Nabisco Inc. 

•South Korean securities companies returned to profit in foe 
year through March from the record losses posted In foe 
previous year, helped by gains at Daewoo Securities Co. and 
Hyundai Securities Co. 

•Tongkah Holdings Bhd., a Malaysia holding company 
controlled by a son of Prime Minister Mahathir bin Mohamad, 
is floating 624.7 million ringgit ($164.8 million) in new debt to 
repay older loans and help avert collapse in foe face of slowing 
business and rising interest rates. Reuters. Bloomberg. AFP 

Toyota and Nissan Report Slump 

Agence Fnmce-Presse 

TOKYO — Japan’s two top carmakers, Toyota Motor 
Corp. and Nissan Motor Co. Ltd., said Friday output and 
exports fell in foe post year to March as sales slumped at home 
ami across Asia. 

Toyota said domestic vehicle production, including pas- 
senger cars, trucks and buses, sagged 9.8 percent from last 
year to 3,086,559 units, while Nissan said its domestic vehicle 
production fell 8.6 percent to 1.528.461 units. 

Toyota, Japan’s top carmaker, said domestic sales declined 
9.3 percent and exports slid 5.8 percent due to slack sales in 
Asia. 

Overseas production grew 8.9 percent “thanks to steady 
production increases in North America and Europe,” Toyota 
said. Toyota’s overall worldwide output was down 4.4 per- 
cent 

Nissan's exports edged down 0.1 percent with strong sales 
in Europe, South America and Australia offsetting slumping 
sales in Asia. 
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Telecoms Feeding Frenzy in Asia Is More Modest 


Reuters 

SINGAPORE — It has been overshadowed, per- 
t haps, by the giant telec®nunmjfcateons merger m 
Europe, but Asia is experiencing its own feeding frenzy 
pf merger-aiKi-acqixisitioti activity, with foreign in- 
terests among foe hunters. , 

But despite foe flurry of activity, analysts do not 
expect a torrent of transactions from non-Asian bu^s. 
^ They say foal despite the potential for growth, 
enthusiasm has been dampened by high selling prices, 
missteps by previous acquirers and over 

government commitments to liberalize foe telecom- 

rmurications industry. , ^ 

: In the past two months, there has been talk of 
transactions involving parts or all of two Japanese 
telephone companies, one Australian company and a 

Cmp. of Japan is being cwxr- 

% to boy foe 82.3 percent Stake It does not own for a bid 
estimated at more than 62 bUhoayen- _ - __ 

^rS^AnslraliaD telecomnmnicanons cofojW 

AAPT Lai. has tamed down astoo of ^ 

Wlfion Australian dollars f$970 million) from foe 


coimCry’s second-largest carrier. C&W Optus, which is 
53 percent owned by Cable & Wireless. 

•Japan Telecom Co., the third biggest Japanese 
phone carrier, is speculated to be a target of AT&T 
Corp. and British Telecommunications PLC, winch are 
said to be seeking a combined 30 percent stake for $1 .5 
tellion. 

•BT has said it is paying 3.02 billion Hong Kong 
dollars ($389.8 million) for 20 percent of foe Hong 
Kong cellular phone operator SmarTone Telecom- 
munications Holdings Ltd., to gain access to foe China 
market 

However, what has already surfaced in the way of 
foreign interest in acquisitions may be all foe business 
there will befor die near future, analysts say. And some 
non-Asians are looking to. sell, not buy. 

“We’ve been following this quire closely, and there 
are' not that many people who are seriously looking,' ’ 
said Andy Perkins,. a regional telecommunications 
analyst at Paribas in Singapore. 

“There aren’t a lot of distressed prices on offer, and 
some people who invested heavily pre-crisis got stung 
badly, * he said. ' 

. While it is difficult to provide standard prices for 
telecommunications asset values, analysts say ac- 
quirers that got info foe takeover game before foe Asian 
economic crisis probably overpaid for businesses that 


later did not fulfiU expectations. 

Telstra Corp. of Australia is reviewing its expansion 
binge. It is expected to divest itself of rwo-thiras of its 
Asian investments, which are underperforming. 

Swisscom AG is selling minority stakes in Malay- 
sian and Indian companies after foe investments re- 
sulted in steep losses. 

Asia has seen bursts of acquisition activity in the 
past year, particularly from BT. In the past 12 months, 
the company has poured in more than 51 billion into 
minority stakes and joint ventures, amassing six major 
joint ventures in Japan. South Korea, Singapore, 
Malaysia, India and New Zealand. 

Bnt BT may represent the exception rather than foe 
rule. 

“BT activities aside. 1 generally believe non-Asian i 
telecoms companies are very reluctant to put money 
into foe region,” said a telecommunications analyst at 
an American research house in Singapore. 

“At the local level you still have persistent foreign 
ownership limits, and relatively high macro-political 
and -economic risk,” he said. 

Most Asian countries still have foreign ownership 
limits on phone companies, even though some — 
Sooth Korea, Taiwan, India and Thailand — an mov- 
ing toward freeing up foeir markets. Singapore and 
Hong Kong are also viewed as open to investments. 
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e or Dividend? Inside Views of EMU Outsiders 


The Not- Yet Promise of Britain, 
Denmark, Greece and Sweden 


ByConrad de Aenlle 


membership matters more there than in 
tite other prospective sec ond- wavers , 
and why its markets are soaring as mem- 
bership appears more likely. 

‘‘There are some similarities to Italy, in 



B OT^D^ma^Greeceand b^a^mo^Sety ^ 

Sweden used to be the four ‘^ere aresomesintiJarities to Italy, te 
euro-oots, but lately their states that both suffered from a btaatedpenston 
been upgraded by profes- system and large public deficits^»id 
ywnalmvKtors. The European Union Rog^Monsom head erf emerge 
mwnbere that were unwilling — or, in strategy at the Dutch bank Rabobank. 
£reece s case unable — to participate in “But Greece's is an inherently weak- 

economic and Monetary Union are now er economy than Italy’s,’ • he added. ‘ Its 


thought of as the euro-not-yet-ins. 


natural-resource base is very lirmteH, its 


. According to the prevailing wisdom, level of education is lower by some way 
£t « only a matter of time — generally and its exports are far less diversified 
mought to be two to five years — before and more subject to global competition 
me tour join the other 1 1 in the currency due to lower knowledge-based content, 
bloc. Public opinion polls show a will to Greece’s position in the Balkans, with 
i join, , except m Britain, where more aJI that that impfies, is also a hindrance to 
people favor remaining out than in, but wealth generation. ’ ' 
by ^ de creasing number. Despite such an unpromising back- 

* Perhaps more important, their econ- drop, Mr. Monson said, “Greece is 

omies — even Greece's — either meet likely to benefit further from its Con- 
or are approaching the membership cri- vergence program, and its equity mariri* 
ten a set forth in the Maastricht Treaty on should enjoy above-average perfor- 
European Union. - mance in the next six. to 12 months. ' ’ 

* ^be four, bond With Greek government debt yielding 


traders have pushed ami pulled - ' - 

yields closer to those of the core 
EMU states, just as happened in 
the peripheral countries of 
Southern Europe before EMU 
started. This is likely to con- 
tinue, analysts at Salomon 

Brothers state in a report, be- - htsandouta 

cause present interest rates in Denmark, may also benefit from reb uilding after 
Greece and Sweden do not fully price in Kosovo, as.well as food exporters and 


four percen tage points more than 
German debt, Mr. Monson said, 
this implies a further rally for 
bonds, and heightened valu- 
ations for certain stocks as welL 
“7 think we may see better 
performance over the next year 
from construction firms, who 


In the East, Bright Spots on EU’s Widening Horizon 


membership, even by 2004. 

Thai may not provide much guidance 
for equity investors because, except for 


well-placed hotels," he said. 

Mr. Rambourg of Gartmore agreed that 
“there is still a hit to go" on interest-rate 


- Greece, the stock markets have been c on verge n ce, with bulk stocks the best 
moved more by factors unrelated to way to take advantage ofit Banks benefit 
.• EMU. and their performance has varied from gains on their bond portfolios, he' 


greatly across the four countries. 


said, as well as from growth in lending 


" Guillaume Rambonrg. a manager of and in funds under management. 
European portfolios at Gartmore Invest- Salomon Brothers said that after the 

Cnent Management, pointed out that sharp rally, shares in some industries 
Swedish stocks had risen about 1 1 per- were “fully valued," which means ex- 
cenr this year, while the market in Den- pensive, and die Balkan war could hit 
mark was down 8 percent Britain was in prices if NATO commits ground troops, 
(he middle, rising about 10 percent, and The stock market in peaceful Den- 
Greece beat them all, recently showing a mark has been one of the worst this year 
33 percent gain for toe year. in Europe. One reason is a hangover 

. Greece's economic history is some- 
what checkered, which is why EMU Continued on Pbge 21 


By Barbara Wall 

F OLLOWING a dull first quarter, 
markets in Central and Eastern 
Europe are not exactly basking 
in tire investment spotlight But 
the Czech Republic, Hungary and Po- 
land have been flagged as toe next plays 
on the broadening of toe European Un- 
ion, and strategists say they are con- 
fident that these markets will rebound in 
the second half of 1999. 

The three countries are not expected to 
join toe EU before 2003, ahhongh eco- 
nomic convergence is already tinder way, 
according to economists who follow toe 
region. Dan Lubash, managing director 
of toe emerging Europe desk at toe 
brokerage Merrill Lynch in London, said 


Praise for the Unsung Middle Way 

M ID-CAP STOCKS rarely get toe respect they ket cap of $2 billion, toe company is increasing its eami 
deserve. They -are not too large and not too — ana its dividend — at 15 percent annually and carri 
small, but, unlike toe furniture in toe Three P/E of 15. If Raychem keeps up that growth for 20 year 
Bears’ house, they have not seemed just right, will be earning about $27 a share. Even if toe P/E plume 
either. Stocks with “middle" capitalizations — usually 
defined as having market values between $1 billion and $10 
billion — trailed large-caps in every year from 1994 to 


1 9 98. And, through Wednesday, large-caps, as measured by 20to year alone. 

.i ci. j i ol hi..'. cf\r\ v.j ..w) o n 4 


ket cro of $2 billion, toe company is increasing its earnings 
— ana its dividend — at 15 percent annually and carries a 
P/E of 15. If Raychem keeps up that growth for 20 years, it 
will be earning about $27 a share. Even if toe P/E plummets 
tol2,toeato(±wifibejnicedat$324 — up from its current 
$26.50. Meanwhile, Raychem pays a 36-cent dividend, 
which would rise to about $6, or a 22 percent return in the 


the Standard & Poor's 500 index; had returned 8.7 percent Growing far faster is Paychex Inc., which has a market 
for 1999, while mid-caps, as measured by the S&P 400, had cap of $8 bfllion and ranks No. 2 in payroll services for 
lost 1.4 percent businesses, after the giant Automatic Date Processing Inc. 

It is hard to understand this poor performance. Small- Paychex has a dividend that has risen from 1 cent to 36 cents 
caps have been out of favor because, we are continually told, in toe past 10 years. Salomon pegs earnings growth at 28 
they lack liquidity — or a ready market of buyers — and percent, which would make the P/E ratio — now 62 — 
because they have a hard time competing with behemoths utterly reasonable. 

that have juicing power and economies of scale. Of course, everyone would like to buy Paychex cheaper. 

But there is plenty of liquidity in mid-caps, and many of but it has had a tendency to go up on a consistent diagonal 
the companies are leaders in their market segments. Mid- from the bottom left of toe chart to toe top right, returning 
caps include companies like Hertz Coro., with 500,000 2,738 percent for the past decade. 


caps include companies like Hertz Coro., with 500,000 
rental vehicles in 140 countries, and H&k. Block Inc., the 
largest U.S. tax preparer, serving one in every eight tax- 


2,738 percent for the past decade. 

Mr. Wald, who manages Invesco Dynamics with Tim 
Miller, says that lately he has been buying such mid-caps as 


payers. Mid-caps appear to be classic value stocks — Tandy Carp., which, with a market cap of just $7 billion, 
underappreciated for no good reason. But, even better, owns the Radio Shack chain. On Wednesday, Tandy 's slock 
many mid-caps have a growth kicker. soared $7.50, or 12 percent, on news that it had made a 

* ‘Risk/Remm Favors Mid-Caps,’' said the headline of a * ’strategic agreement ’ with NorthPoint Communications 
recent fetter to clients of Salomon Smith Barney from A. Holdings Inc. to provide high-speed DSL (Digital Sub- 
Marshall AcuffJr., who argues that, by one indicator, mid- scriber Line) Internet services to its customers. Still, Tandy 
caps are at least twice as good a value as large-caps. . trades at a P/E of 26, not unrealistic for a company in- 
Tom Wald, who creasing its earnings 

runs Invesco Dynam- by 18 percent anno- 


JAMES K.OtASSMAH /ON INVESTING ^ w0 othcr hoflse . 

agrees. His reasoning, " " hold names that Mr. 

like Mr. AcufTs, is that mid-caps both have lower vain- Wald has bought recently are AnnTaylar Stores Carp., toe 
ations and faster-growing than Large-caps. The women's apparel chain, whose pice has tripled in the past 12 


price -to-earning s ratio of toe average S&P 500 company, 
based on estimates of 1 999 profits, is 27, but toe P/E far toe 


400 slocks of tod mid-cap index is just 19. Meanwhile, contact-lens maker. 


months but which still trades at a P/E of 28 (i 
estimates far the year ahead), and Bausch & 


based on 
line., the 


earnings for the large-caps are expected to rise 7 percent this • Unlike some mid-cap funds, which, in sneaky fashion, 
year according to Mr, Wald, while earnings for mid-caps own laptge-caps to boost their returns, Invesco Dyo«mcs 
mould rise 14 percent. sticks to a strict mid-cap regime. Mr. Wald and Mr. Miller sell 

Mr. Acuff finds similarly striking results by comparing stocks when their pricesriseso much that they exceed the $10 
toe 50 lamest stocks in the S&P with a portfolio he calls billion Limit. 

"Mid-Caps We Like," or MCWL — 106 stocks that The fund, which carries an expense ratio slightly below 
Salomon analysis rate “buy” and toss have estimated average, has produced exceptional returns — an annual 


should rise 14 percent 
Mr. Acuff finds similarly striking results by comparing 
toe 50 lamest stocks in the S&P with a portfolio he calls 
"Mid-Caps We Like,"' or MCWL — 106 stocks that 


earnings -growth rales of at least 15 percent annually for the average of 23 percent for toe past five years, compared with 

- five years ahead. The Top 50 group has beaten MCWL in 19 percent for toe mid-cap index and not far from the S&P 
' eieht out of nine Quarters since 1997, but valuations now 500’s mark of 27 percent. 

hSvrily^ favor toe Scaps. Mr. Wald and Mr. Miller are bottom-up analysts; they 

1 For instance, says Mr. Acuff, the Top 50 stocks trade at pick stocks, not sectors, but their style is what they call 
' p/p ratios that are three times higher than their growth-rate “classic growth." They look for companies with muscular 
nercenmces, while the MCWL stocks have P/Es that are just earnings increases over time — not toe short-term ac- 

- 13 times as high as growth. “The mid-cap portfolio,” he celeration that momentum players seek. They keep a well- 
« writes “shouldbegin in outperform toe large-caps." balanced portfolio — about 100 stacks — none of them 
; -jU is already happening. From March 23 to April 21, - representing more than 2 percent of toe portfolio. 

■ toe mid -can index returned 9.6 percent while the large-cap Among their more surprising choices are regional banks, 

* index JtJJned just 5 9 percent- One of toe best nnd-cap inc luding Zions Bancorp, in Salt Lake City, and Hrst 
:■ funds Janus Enterprise, whose average holdirc has a mar- Tennessee National Corp-, whose dividend, yielding 1.8 
" ketcaij of $5 billion, returned 34percentin 1998 (fivepoints percent has been growing at 13 percent annually for five 

• bemrrthan the S&P) and is up 17 percent in 1999. years. 

:.' The No 2 holding for Em Goff, manager of Janus Where do mid-caps fit into your portfolio? Most asset- 
" Enrerorise 'is Apolio Group Inc., which runs for-profit post- allocators slop them entirely, instead telling you to keep 10 
strcoifiiiY’schoote and is also on the Salomon MCWL list It percent of your money in smaD-caps. Yon should not ignore 
; has moused its year-over-year earnings for toe' past 16 small-caps, certainly. Bat don’t pass up mid-caps either — 
‘ straiehl ouaners and trades ai a P/E of 33 with an estimated especially when you can find growth at these prices. 
sm>\lth rate for the next five years of 30 percent annually. Washington Post Service 

■ A P/E of 33 sounds high. But look at what happens to, . 

' earuincs if thev really da grow at 30 percent annually. After James K. Classman s e-mail address b jglass- 


• better than toe S&P) and is up 17 percent in 1999. years. 

:.' The No 2 holding for Em Goff, manager of Janus Where do mid-caps fit into your portfolio? Most asset- 
" Enrerorise 'is Apollo Group Inc., which runs for-profit post- allocators slop them entirely, instead telling you to keep 10 
strcoifiiiY’schoote and is also on the Salomon MCWL list It percent of your money in smaD-caps. Yon should not ignore 
; has moused its year-over-year earnings for toe' past 16 smali-caps, certainly. Bat don’t pass up mid-caps either — 
‘ « traicht ouaners and trades at a P/E of 33 with an estimated especially when you can find growth at these prices. 

sm>\lth rate for the next five years of 30 percent annually. Washington Post Service 

■ A P/E of 33 sounds high. But look at wbat happens to, . 

eormnes if they really da grow at 30 percent annually. After James K. Glassman's e-mail address b jglass- 

’■ fiui» wars thev will risefrom 75 cents to $2.10; Apollo was man@Uttxom. He welcomes comments, but cannot answer 
‘ rece^nSg at S24.38. What if its P/E fora 33 te a aHqueries . 

f modest 25? The stock will then Par further information: 

*■ Th» iwwr nffumflouad gamings is awesome, and many 

: JK iuS&to anote fe«»teRay- 

- cbemCwp.. which makes soptasocaied cable ana wireior i 


that if toe examples of Greece. Portugal 
and Spain are anything to go by, con- 

kets in Central and ^astern^urope. 

He cautioued against jumping in too 
so on, however. “Countries have to meet 
certain criteria laid down in the 
Maastricht Treaty" on European Mon- 
etary Union, he said. While Poland has 
made progress in meeting deficit criteria 
and Hungary leads in corporate restruc- 
turing, Mr. Lubash advised waiting ‘ ‘un- 
til there are signs that growth rates in 
Western Europe are picking up" before 
buying stocks. 

Since the Russian crisis erupted last 
year, Western Europe has become toe 
principle export market for Central and 
Eastern Europe. Markets in Hungary, Po- 
land and particularly toe Czech Republic 


have been weak for many months because 
of growing trade deficits caused by the 
economic situation in Western Europe. 

The recent interest-rate cut by toe 
European Central Bank is seen by econ- 
omists as a welcome sign, although it 
may not be enough to stimulate growth 
immediately. 

The Czech Republic is starting to at- 
tract interest from value investors be- 
cause of the three EMU candidates, it has 
fallen die furthest But Jane Hafcham, an 
emerging-markets analyst at Beta Funds 
in London, said that she preferred Poland 
because it offered the most choice and 
had several “promising" situations, es- 
pecially in the banking sector. 

"There has been a great deal of 
takeover activity," she said. “There are 
also a few restructuring stories that 


might be worth investigating. EJektrim 
SA, for example, was an industrial con- 
glomerate but it is now divesting its 
assets and focusing on its core business, 
which is telecom services." 

The BBL Invest Emerging Europe 
food, based in Brussels, is invested 33 
percent in Poland, 30 percent in Hungary 
and 12 percent in toe Czech Republic, ft 
has primarily blue-chip stocks in toe 
telecommunications and energy sectors. 

Pierre Nicolas, manager of BBL 
Emerging Europe, said there were still 
many uncertainties, notably Hungary’s 
current-account deficit and ongoing re- 
structuring problems in the Czech Re- 
public, but he added that toe downside 
risk was probably not that great 

Continued on Page 20 
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If you are interested in investing in 
Kazakhstan, the International Herald Tribune’s 
Almaty Investment Summit is this year’s 
meeting to attend. 

With the support of President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and the Kazakhstan government, 
this summit will provide a valuable insight into 
the investment opportunities Kazakhstan has 
to offer. 

For further information, please contact: 

Brenda Erdmann Hagerty, International Herald Tribune 
40 Marsh Wall, London El 4 9TP 
Tel. (44 171) 510 5707 Fax: (44 171) 987 3463 
E-mail: summit@iht.com 
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(For Global Healings 
{Strong Medicine 


{ Morgan Stanley Dean Wit- 
her & Co. has a “very pos- 
itive” view for world eco- 
nomic growth over the next 
■ couple of years, and is par- 
ticularly optimistic about 
[China's prospects, according 
i to its global chief economist 
\ Stephen Roach, who was 
; rated the most-read economist 
ron Wall Street last year, has 
{upgraded his expectations for 
1 growth of the world economy, 
.’which he said is “healing*’ 
[from last year's volatility and 
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recessions across Asia, to 2.4 
percent this year from 2 per- 
cent, and to 3.2 percent next 
year from 3 percent 
41 ‘Our basic thesis is that this 
will be a year of healing in the 
global economy, and by heal- 
ing L mean that there will be no 
miraculous recovery,*' he 
said. It will take 4 'strong medi- 
cine" — interest-rate cuts, 
lower inflation and Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund bailouts 
— to put the "patient" on the 
road to recovery, he said. 

This year "will turn out to 
be a transitional year between 
the crises of 1998 and a 
gradual but significant recov- 
ery in the year 2000," he said- 
“It will be a sustainable re- 
covery that should last and 
endure. We are cautiously op- 
timistic that the worst may 
now be over for a world 
which had been in the most 
severe and serious Financial 
crisis in 60 years.” 

As for China, where gross 
domestic product growth is 
forecast at 7 percent this year 
and 8.2 percent next year. Mr. 
Reach thinks it is making 
“good progress in financial re- 


form, and in the privatization 
of state-owned enterprises.” 
He expects "early culmina- 
tion" of China's efforts to gain 
membership in die World 
Trade Organization. 

Is there anything Mr. 
Roach and his Morgan col- 
leagues worry about? Yes — 
the Dow Jones industrial av- 
erage: 4 ‘The fact that it seems 
to never want to go down and 
that one day it may.” 

(Bloomberg) 


Malta Is Setting Its Sights High and Offshore 


By Stephanie Apap Bologna 


M alta has big plans 

for its fledgling finan- 
cial center — and it is 
not setting itself any low 
standards. By 2010, the small island 
in the Mediterranean, which is tar- 
geting investors in Italy and even- 
tually the Middle East, would tike to 
be mentioned in the same sentence as 
such regional offshore centers as the 
Channel Islands and Luxembourg. 

At the crux of Malta's financial 
ambitions is a desire to attract fund 
managers by offering low operating 
costs — specifically, rents and sal- 


Firm Self-Insured 
Against Quakes 


Oriental Land Co., which 
operates the Tokyo Disney- 
land theme park, is plan ning 
to sell about $200 million of 
bonds to insure against die 
risk of a Tokyo earthquake — 
and let investors bet on die 
likelihood of a quake. 

The sale, if completed, 
would be the first catastrophe- 
related bonds by a company 
outside the insurance industry, 
investors and analysts said. 
Oriental Land, which is based 
in Chiba, Japan, is hoping the 
protection it buys through the 
capital market will be cheaper 
than traditional insurance. 

Investors who buy the se- 


investment law are tax-free or. if fte porates^ce^m^cunraj^e^- 

fimd waives its local tax exemption mg and deposit accounts and private 
and charges a 25 percent withholding banking — arc also available 
tax on income, nonresidents can claim A breakthrough zn Malta sj devel- 

back the tax in foil or in p®t Non- oproent as a financial center came 
residents are not taxed on dividends, this month, when fl» government 
and listed securities, including funds, sold its remaining 67 JO percent 
are £ree from capital-gains tax. staks m Mid-Med Bank PtC, om of 

Efforts to establish a regional off- the island s largest banks, to HSBC 
shore center took off in 1994 with die Holdings PLC, which thus became 
creation of the Malta Finan- eiotiwk* 
cial Services Center, an au- 
tonomous regulatory body. 

Since then, and boosted by JW 0f« me cemeia u**- ^ 

the liberalization of financial (Sng^^GaHj been thought that there is 
services for Maltese nation- ffBBi little logic m acktog another 
ais, many foreign investment IffoflHPlH location, Mr. Flight said, 
funds have sought secondary in»«ndOutB “But there is a punc-up ot 
listings on the Malta Stock Ex- interest in Malta, and HSBC demon- 


oproent as a financial center came 

this month, when die government Malta’s financial prater wm be to 


aries — rather tha n fiscal incentives, listings on the Malta block ex- 
David Franks, chief executive of change. Among the 109 funds li- 


SwitzeriamL*' be said. ' “But 
Switzerland has no trust law, and' 
uses the law of another country — , 
while Malta has its own trust law.” • 
One of the greatest challenges to 


sold its remaining 67.10 percent adapt fa the island’s ambition of 
stake in Mid-Med Bank PLC, one of becozTungaroen^oftheEmnpten 
the island's largest hanks, to HSBC Union. According to tdwasa 


E - 


Blevins franks International, a fi- 
nancial advisor, recently moved a 
large portion of its administration 
operations to Malta from Guernsey. 
He said rental costs — annual office 
rental rales in Malta of about 37 liri 
($100) per square meter, compared 
with £225 ($360) per square meter in 
Guernsey — were a crucial factor. 

Of course, there are some fiscal 
incentives as weU. Collective invest- 
ment funds licensed under Malta’s 


censed in Malta are 32 Fidelity In- 
vestments mntnal funds. 

Malta recently introduced insur- 
ance legislation that increases the 
range of financial vehicles available. 
Middle Sea Valletta Life Insurance 
was the first to offer a unit-linked 
investment policy — an investment 
fund with an insurance wrapper — at 
the beginning of the year. The usual 
offshore delights — discretionary 
portfolio management, trust and cor- 


Holdmgs PLcf which thus became Scicluna, chairman of the Malta R- 
the first global bank to com- nancial Services Center, adaptation 
mit to the inland has started and the center’s laws and 

“When there regulations are already based on EU 

are centers like Dublin, it has law. In his opinion, EU membership 
H thought that there is will bring the island’s center closer 
little logic in adding another fa emulating Dublin and Luxcm- , 
location,” Mr. Flight sakL bowg. . . 

“But there is a pick-up of It is unclear when Malta wfli jam 
in Malta, and HSBC demon- the EU, however. It was being con- . 

sidered for membership by 2002, but; 
t is also keeping an eye on political dissent cm the tssne resulted; ' 
'overnment measures on Jer- in a change of government in 1996,'*, 
Guernsey, two of the largest with the leftist Labour Party then , 
for trust services in Europe, suspending Malta’s EU application., > 


stratesthaL 

Malta is also keeping an eye on 
British government measures on Jer- 
sey and Guernsey, two of the largest 
centers for trust services in Europe. 


Howard Flight, a British member Another election, in September, 7 
of Parliament and joint chairman of brought the rightist Nationalist Party : 


die fund manager Investec Guinness back to power, and with it a revival 
Flight, is critical of London’s pres- of EU membership negotiations. ‘J 

sure on the Channel Islan ds. Bat he For further information: 
said Malta could benefit indirectly. 


. . . . - - -m GANADOA ASSOCIATES. Tdqtaac 3562*17 

If people are looking for another sufocSHMosso 
, tuZr, Ami miohr -MALTA FINANCIAL SERVICES CENTER. Tefc 


place, then they might consider 
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curities will reap a hefty yield 
premium over U.S. Treasnr- 
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ies if there is a quake. If there 
is not, they may lose their 
interest or principal, depend- 
ing on Oriental’s damages. 

“It isn’t modi different 
from taking out a $1, 000-de- 
ductible on your auto insur- 
ance,” said Standard & Poor ’ s 
Carp, analyst, Alan Levin. 

Insurers pioneered the mar- 
ket in catastrophe bonds to 
help protect themselves 
against the most expensive 
disasters, such as earthquakes 


ElPs Next Plays May Be Czech, Hungarian and Polish 



Continued from Page 19 


Peter Kysel manages two emerging 
Europe funds for the London-based 
AIB Govett Asset Management Ltd. 
The Hungarian Investment Company 


cently changed its name to Uproar. 
Most of these stocks have global de- 
positary receipts listed on the London 


ent on foreign investment and foe bank, which has a GDR listing ip 
withdrawal of foreign funds has ex- London as weU as a full listing on the 


/ 


acerbated an already volatile sibi- 


Stock Exchange. Uproar has a listing ation. The introduction of private peri- 
on the Vienna Stock Exchange. sions legislation and foe creation of a 


Investors have probably been too 


Ltd. is a single-country fund with a enthusiastic about selling out of Hnn- 


domestic investor base should 


Warsaw Stock Exchange. < 

“Polish companies are currcntfy 
spending large sums of money im- 
plementing computer-based solcf- 


listing on the London Stock Ex- 
change. The fund invests in blue-chip 


gary, Mr. Kysel said. When news of stock market. 


at least bring some stability fa die lions,” he said. “Softbank is one df 
stock market.” foe leading software companies in 


companies , which Mr. Kysel de- rent-account deficit broke in January, 


Hungary's unexpectedly large cur- The new Europe Fund, which is Poland and it is likely to do well in fo£ 


or hurricanes in densely pop- 
ulated areas. The cost of earth- 


Fo* immediate Samoa contacc 

Tel: + 353 1 661 8490 
Fax: + 353 1 661 8493 
E-mali: irigiCSL.com 


ulated areas. The cost of earth- 
quake insurance rose after 
quakes in Northridge, Cali- 
fornia, and Kobe, Japan, in the 
mid-1990s hit insurers with 
huge losses. ( Bloomberg ) 


scribed as being among the best-qual- 
ity stocks in Eastern Europe. 


many investors overreacted, but the 
government now appears to be on top 


The fund’s principle holdings in- of the problem, he said, 
elude MATAV Rt, Hungaiy's nation- “The reallocation o 


al phone company, OTP Bank; MOL 
Magyar Olag Gazipari. which is an 


energy company, and E-PUB (Hold- 
ings) Ltd., an Internet stock that re- 


“The reallocation of foreign in- SPTTelecc 
vestment funds out of foe region into which are 1 
Asia and Latin America has also companies, 
pulled foe market down,” Mr. Kysel One of to 

added. “Hungary is heavily depend- is foe Polis] 


also managed by Mr. Kysel, is in- future.” 

include a Czech telephone company, LT v 

SPT Telecom AS, and Czech Radio, .bsl znvust emerging Europe. Tetafeor JQ2 


which are both managed by foreign *7 3957 beta funds. Tdq*ooe: 44 171 s5j 3K6 , 

^ -WHEW* * COLONIAL EMERGINO MARKERS 


T *4CTP : 


One of Mr. Kysel 's favorite stocks 
is foe Polish software company Soft- 


LTDi Telephone: 44 17l62*I2M.TheiB«e thee Auto m 
inert tp Chen) and Ewen> Ewope: R&CPetidibvcA- 
BuntC(Bafanj’(Ltncmboiiig).HypoQflci)aopaFnKl(Lel- 
en»booij),«adF*C Engaging bnaBnei* Tina [BrtUinfi 
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For N orway and Switzerland 9 Risks on the Fringe 


By Aline Sullivan: 


S INCE FIVE of its seven mem- 
bers joined the European Eco- 
nomic Area at die trading bloc’s 
birth in 1994, die Eu ropean Free 
Trade Association, or EFTA, has been 
busy making itself obsolete. . In 1995, 
three of dune Eve countries (hen left 
EFTA for the European Union and two 
of them^Anstria and Finland, have since 
adopted .die single, European currency. 
The third, Sweden, is thjnlring about it. ' 

That leaves the EFTA members Nor- 
way and. Switzerland .as the only sig- 
nificant economies in Western Europe 
still outside the Euro pean Union. The 
other two remaining EFTA countries, 
Iceland and Liechtenstein, barely reg- 
ister in rirost investors’ consciousness. 
(Although that nay soon change, with 
Iceland’s economy outstri p ping that of 
every European country except Ireland. 
Its gross domestic product win grow 5.6 
percent this year and 4.7 percent next 
year, the International Monetary Fund 
predicted Monday). 

Norway and Switzerland are starting 
to feel their isolation. Growth is minimal 
in both countries and the relative 


strength of their currencies against the 
eroo- is not helping their companies, 
most of which rely span exports to 
neighboring countries. Sane investors 
are betting that -Switzerland, long the 
fierce outsider m the heart of Europe, 
will soon join the European Union and 
adopt the single currency. 

“Switzerland is for the first 
.tune in centuries a realistic can- 
didate for participation in a 
broader Europe,*’ said Michael 
Levy, managing director and 
bead of international equities at 
Bankers Trust in NewYoric. 

“The central bank, government of- 
ficials and business community all fovor 
joining the EU,” he added. “They know 
that the risks of staying out, particularly 
the high stock market and currency vol- 
atility that comes with being surrounded 
by one currency, far outweigh the ad- 
vantages. But they stiS have to convince 
the cantons.” 

That will take some doing. Many 
Swiss cantons are famously conserva- 
’ tive and most have soundly rejected any 
proposals to participate in the EU. 

But Mr. Levy thinks it im p ossible that 
Switzerland win join the Eu and adopt 
the euro by 2002, along with Britain, 


Euroland 


Denmark and Sweden. In toe interim, he 
has limited exposure to toe country. 

“We are interested in only a few 
companies,” he said, “notably Com- 
pagzrie financiere Richemont AG, which 
is fairly inexpensive despite an inter- 
esting portfolio of luxury goods and to- 



ImmdOuta 
their 


bacco, and toe two big global 
banks, UBS AG and Credit 
Suisse Group." 

Sharon Coombs, a European 
investment strategist at HSBC 
lames Capel in London, a gr ee d , 
saying that toe banks offered rel- 
atively good value following 
well-publicized reorganizations 
earlier this year and in anticipation of 
improving business unto Asia. 

She is also bullish about some Swiss 
pharmaceutical companies, particularly 
Novartis AG, the world's second- 
biggest diugmaker, which has many in- 
teresting products in its pipeline. 

Norway’s problems will be harder to 
solve, largely because its economy is so 
dependent on oil The country is toe 
wodd’s second-largest ofl exporter, be- 
hind only Saudi Arabia. Oil sales account 
for 15 percent of its annual revenues. 


Many of its other big industries, notably 
shi pping, are linked to the oil sector. 


The government is battling low oil 
ices with interest-rate hikes and a tight 
seal policy. But toe future looks bleak. 
Norges Bank earlier this week forecast 
economic growth of just 0.75 this year, 
down from 2 percent in 1998. Consumer 
confidence is at record lows and do- 
mestic spending is deteriorating. 

Worse still, public-sector investment 
is drying up following the completion of 
the Oslo Airport and several big hos- 
pitals. 

Few analysts have much that is pos- 
itive to say about Norway’s big compa- 
nies. But Carmen Nezzo, Scandinavian 
strategist at Salomon Smith Barney in 
London, says she is more optimistic 
about toe country than many of her coun- 
terparts at other investment banks. 

“There will be a very sharp slowdown 
this year, which is necessary after such a 
long period of economic growth,” she 
said. “But it won’t tom into recession. 
Instead, growth will start to pick up 
again next year.” 

Site forecast a 0.5 percent rise in on- 
shore gross domestic product (GDP ex- 
cluding oil revenues), down from 2.9 
percent last year. The rate is expected to 
rise to l.S percent next year and climb 
slightly but steadily thereafter. 
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Continued from Page 19 

from several years of strong 
growth. . 

“The economy has had too 
much of a good thing,” said a 
lerriD Lynch & Co. 
; hag pushed Denmark’s in- 
flation up, its i nternati onal com- 
petitiveness down and its cmrent- 
accotmt balance into toe red.” 

During the fat years, Mr. Ram- 
bourg said, the stock market also 
did well, led by TeleDanmark AS, 
the national phone company. 

Investors have taken profits, 
pushing TeleDanmark down 
about 15 percent this year, he 
said. There has also been selling 
of shares in the banking industry, 
which is undergoing heavy con- 


solidation. He noted that Gart- 
more’s managers had "added 
just a bit to Denmark; we thought 
it was dne a bounce.” 

The bounce in Sweden has been 
helped by die rise in toe krona 
against toe dollar and euro. An- 
other lift was supplied by the mer- 
ger of Swedish and British drug- 
makers that produced As- 
traZeneca. Mr. Rambourg said 
that fund managers who tty to 
replicate the performance of the 
main Swedish market index have 
bid up toe new company’s stock to 
match its index w eigh t 
Sweden is a favorite among in- 
stitutional investors, with Lehman 
Brothers and Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter strongly overweight- 
ing it in model portfolios. They 


also recommend British stocks, 
but not with less enthusiasm. 

Britain has enriched interna- 
tional investors by not being in 
EMU. As with the krona, toe 
pound has risen against the euro, 
although it has fallen against the 
dollar in recent months. The Brit- 
ish economy has also managed to 
avoid the malaise affbetmg much 
of toe euro zone, further strength- 
ening share prices. 

“The prospects for the UJL 
economy are much improved and 
a growth rebound is on the ho- 
rizon,” said Richard Crehan, a 
Morgan Stanley equity strategist 

For further information: 

□ARTMORE INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT. 
Telephone: 44 171 782 200a 


Volatile Turkey Offers 
Investors a Wild Ride 


By Judith Rehak 


T URKEY’S efforts to join toe 
European Union may have 
been deflected for now. but its 
volatile domestic politics have 
for more impact on investor fortunes. 

That was demonstrated this week as 
politicians and investors tried to sort 
out the results of national elections. In 
a major surprise, the Nationalist Action 
Party, a marginal ultrarightist group, 
vaulted into second place behind the 
Democratic Left Party headed by 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit. As pre- 
dicted, Mr. Ecevit came out on top, but 
be will now be obliged to form a co- 
alition, probably with the Nationalist 
party and possibly with a third party. 

“The encouraging thing is that dis- 
affected voters went to the Nationalist 
party instead of the Islamic funda- 
mentalists,” said Radhika Ajmera, 
portfolio manager for the Aberdeen 
Prolific Turkish Opportunities Fund. 
But she added quickly. “The NAP is a 
wild card, since no one knows what its 
economic policies are.” 

Turkey has already given its in- 
vestors a wBd ride. Last year, Istan- 
bul's boom-bast stock market was the 
second-worst performer in toe world 
after Russia, plummeting SI percent in 
dollar terms. This year, toe index has 
rocketed more than 40 percent in dollar 
terms, rising to a record on Wednesday , 
amid hopes that the new government 
would continue economic reforms. 

T urkis h investment funds have fol- 
lowed suit. Ms. Radhika's fund is up 
more than 50 percent since the first of 
the year, and toe closed-end Turkish 
Investment Fond was up 33.8 percent. 

Now toe question for investors is 
whether the government will be 
strong enough and stay in office long 
enough to deliver badly needed eco- 
nomic reforms. 

* ‘Whatever government is in power, 
they must resolve toe social security 
situation, week on the banking system. 


get inflation under control, and take the 
necessary medicine to obtain, loans 
from toe International Monetary 
fimi1 l ' , ia yl FJryah edi Morrissey, man - 
aging partner of Kieiman International, 
an emerging-markets consultant. 

Ms. Morrissey said that toe EU issue 
is more political titan economic. She 
noted that Turkey has a huge domestic 
consumer market of 60 mtilioo people, 
and while not a member of the EU, 
already benefits from its membership 
in toe European customs union, which 
has raised its export quotas. 

Turkey has also profited enormous- 
ly from toe opening of Central Asia, 
where many of its major banks and 
construction companies have opera- 
tions, she added. 

Understandably, the political un- 
certainties have caused investors in 
Turkey to take a defensive stance. Ms. 
Ajmera is sticking with food retailers 
like Migros Turk TAS, which she 
described as a well-managed blue 
chip, and Tansas AS, an Izmir-based 
supermarket group. She also likes Er- 
ciyas Bixacilik and Ege Biracitik in the 
brewery sector. The two companies 
are slated to merge and list in the 
United States later this year. 

She also owns Yapi ve Kredi 
Bankasi, one of toe country *s largest 
banks, which has another attraction — 
a 12 percent holding in the Turkish 
cellular phone company, which will 
eventually go public. 

Jaideep Kb anna, who manages the 
Turkish Investment Fund, agreed that 
retailing, insurance and finan cial sec- 
tors look attractive. Although banks 
were the leading gainers last week, he 
noted that in dollar-adjusted terms, 
they are still trading at roughly 1.5 
times book value, compared with 
Greek bank stocks at 4.5 times to 5 
times book value. 

Fa- mare information: 

• ABERDEEN PROLIFIC TURKISH OPPORTUNITIES 
FUND. Tekpbaaat 353 I 676X836. 

•THE TURKISH INVESTMENT FUND a land oo tho 
New Yak Suck E*±w®e UymboL TKFT 
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World Roundup 


Unseeded Golmard 
Beats No. 1 Moya 


Tones Jerome Golmard, an 
unseeded Frenchman, knocked 
out Carlos Moya, the top seed and 
reigning champion, Friday hi the 
quarterfinals ofc the Monte Carlo 
Opcn- Gobnard beat his Spanish 
opponent, 6-7 <5- 7), 6-3, 64>. 

Moya took 67 minutes to win 
the first set, and just 62 minutes to 
lose the next two. 

Golmard will face Marcelo Ri- 
os, the 1997 winner, in the semi- 
final The Chilean, seeded No. 9, 
beat Mark Philxppoussis, theNo. 5 
seed, 6-2, 6-7 (2-7), 6-4. The Aus- 
tralian was betrayed by 49 un- 
forced errors, only partly balanced 
by 11 aces. 


Gustavo Kuerten, a Brazilian 
seeded No. 13, beat Vince Spadea 
of the United States, 6-3, 6-3. in 
just 64 minutes. 

Kuerten will play Felix Man- 
tilla, the No. 1ST seed, who took 
two hours and 46 minutes to beat 
his fellow Spaniard Carlos Costa, 
the No. 10 seed, 6-4, 6-7 (2-7), 7-6 
(7-4). Costa saved a match point in 
the second set but then wasted four 
match points in the final set 

(AP, AFP ) 


Cricketer Guilty of Rape 


cricket Makhaya Ntini, a fast 
bowler who made history when he 
became the first black to play for 
the South African national team 
was convicted Friday of rape. He 
was immediately dropped from 


hopped 

the country’s World Cup squad. 
Ntini, 22, broke down and wept 


after the verdict was pronounced, 
and had to be helped from the 
e SAP> 


courtroom, the SAPA news 
agency said. He remained free on 
bail, but was ordered to surrender 
his passport Sentencing was set 
for May 27. Hours later, the 
United Cricket Board dropped 
Ntini from die 13-member team 
due to head for Britain for the 
World Cup in May. He will be 
replaced by Alan Dawson. (AP) 


49 er Reserve Is Charged 

football The San Francisco 
49ers’ reserve quarterback, Jim 
Druckenmiller, was charged with 
rape in an indictment unsealed 
, Friday ip Montgomery County,. 

Virginia, . 

The one-paragraph indictment 
said the crime took place March 4, 
and that the woman and a de- 
tective testified before a grand 
jury on April 13. (AP) 


U.S. Women Beat China 


soccer After missing numer- 
ous opportunities, the U.S. wom- 
en’s team salvaged a 2-1 exhib- 
ition victory over China two 
minutes into extra time on a re- 
bound shot by Tisha Ventnrini. 
The game Thursday night in Her- 
shey, Pennsylvania, matched two 
of the favorites for the women's 
World Cup, this summer. (NIT) 


109-Minute Shutout: 
Tigers Stop Red Sox 


Ausmus Hamers in Seasons Quickest Game 


CoffiUcd by 0*r Soft From DafxMdms 

DETROZT — The Boston Red Sox 
may not hit, but ai least they're quick 
about it 

In nearly less time than it took man- 
ager Jimy W illiams to concoct a lineup 
in which the occupants of slots 3 through 
9 had no home runs this season, the Red 
Sox fell. 1-0, to the Detroit Tigers and 




lefthander Justin Thompson, who got 
last-inning help from Tigers closer Todd 
Jones. 

The pace of the game Thursday night 
— 1 hour 49 minutes, the shortest game 
so far this season — was tribute, too, to 
die exquisite pitching of the Sox starter, 
Mark Portugal. 

Portugal set down 19 straight Tiger 
batters, only to throw a first-pitch fast- 
ball that Brad Ausmus drove over the 
right-field wall in Tiger Stadium with 


two outs in the eighth inning. 
The Red Sox initiated li 


ittle action 
hostile to Thompson, who had a no- 
hitter until Damon Buford beat out a ball 
that he topped in front of the plate to start 
fee fifth. 

Thompson didn’t allow another hit 
until Donnie Sadler hit a ball off his fists 
into right field for a bloop single to open 
fee ninth. 

The Tigers' manager, Larry Parrish, 
□es. williams. 


went to the bullpen for Jones, 
i differ® 

was an all-righthanded 


whose 13th different lineup in 13 games 
led anaii 


fair featuring 
Lou Merloni at first, Sadler in left, and 
Creighton Gubanich making his big- 
league debut behind the plate, countered 
wife Reggie Jefferson to bat for Darren 
Lewis. 

DawB Raya i, orioles a Tony Saunders 
came within four outs of a no-hitter, and 
Tampa Bay sent visiting Baltimore (3 
12) to its sixth straight loss. The Orioles 
are off to their worst start since going 0- 
21 in 1988. 



Saunders (2-2), who walked seven, 
didn't allow a hit until Mike Bordick's 
soft liner to center with two outs in the 
eighth. Jim Medr relieved and struck out 

E inch-hitter Harold Baines, and Roberto 
[eroandez pitched a perfect ninth for his 
sixth save in six chances, completing the 
one-hitter. 

Aibiattcs 4, focKans i In Cleveland, 
Tom Candiotti (2-2) allowed one on- 
earned run and three hits in seven in- 
nings, sending fee Indians to just their 
second loss in their last 14 games. TJ. 
Mathews and Billy Taylor each pitched 
one scoreless inning, with Taylor getting 
his third save. 

Scott Sptezio hit a two-run double in 
fee first off Charles Nagy (2-1). who 
allowed all four runs and seven hits in 
636 innings. 

BHm Joy* ft, Angels 7 Fat Kelly 
homered twice as Toronto overcame a 7- 
2 deficit to win its eighth straight and 
send visiting Anaheim to its fifth con- 
secutive loss. 

Mo Vaughn, Darrin Erstad and Garret 
Anderson bit two-run homers as Ana- 
heim built a 7-2 lead in fee fifth. 

Vaughn, who sprained his left ankle in 
the season opener, was activated before 
the game and sent his first pitch from Pat 
Hentgen an estimated 451 feet off fee roof 
of the Sky Dome restaurant in fee first 
Rangora s. Twins 4 In Minneapolis, 
Aaron Sele (3-1) allowed two runs and 
seven hits in 5% innings, and Rafael 
Palmeiro and Lee Stevens honored. 

The Rangers won for just the second 
time in six games despite losing All-Star 
catcher Ivan Rodriguez in the first in- 
ning. Rodriguez sustained a slight con- 
cussion in a home-plate collision with 
Matt Lawton. 

Roberto Kelly and Rusty Greer each 
had two-run doubles for Texas in the 
eighth, and John Wetteland got the final 
out for his fifth save. 

Roeidas a. Giants 5 In San Francisco, 
Dante Bichette’s two-run homer high- 
lighted a five-run first in which the 
Rockies had seven straight hits. 

The Rockies, playing for the first time 
since the fatal shootings at Columbine 
High School in suburban Denver, had 
“CHS ” patches on feezr right sleeves in 
memory of the victims. 

Netfi Perez began the first-inning out- 


burst with a double off Kirk Rue ter (1-1) 


Op McLKMtefcnWn 

Stan Javier of the Giants attempt- 
ing to catch a double blasted to left 
field by Neifi Perez of the Rockies. 


SEZ WHO? By Joe DiPietro 


79 Right at one's 
peak 

81 Western Athletic 
Conference 
player 

82 "Gimme a dozen 
donuts. And step 
on ill" 

81 Fortius or that 

92 Subterfuge 

93 Simpson case 
judge 

94 Occupied 

95 Chin stroke's 
words 

97 Basketball's 

m 

100 People left in 
raias 

101 ‘Honey, you're 


13 New England 
catch 


14 Add oo 

15 "After we 
delineate this 
sales chart, our 
stockholders 
mHkraeus." 


ACROSS 

1 Junior high subj. 

4 Ne3 Simon play 
locate 

10 Flexible, 
electricaQy 

14 Figure on the 
m&qgoftbe 
SistioeChapd 

18 Scale 

20 Symphony with 
a noted funeral 
march 

21 Ad writer’s award 

22 Kind of weight 

23 Podded plant 

24 "HLtfsme. 

Mark McGwire.' 

26 Besmears 

27 Kgnameinthe 

Bfg Apple wearing T HATT g, 

29 Superlative suffix 108 Club news source 34 Defense missile 

30 Handled 107 Kiln 35 Byron* ruler 

"SSKSL ’■SP"-' 

112 Mosihn pOgrnn 
US “Don’t Hook 
fetching in this 
dress from 

Warsaw? Huh. 

bunr 

117 Corn locale 

118 Fordham’s 
basketball 
conference, 
informally 

119 Part 


r 

r 
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■ 

n 
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tr 





16 Trunk 

17 Words repeated 
after “O 

Absalom* in the 
Bible 

19 Fancy homes 
abroad 

25 Temporary job* 
28 Fools 
30 Twofold 
32 Kind of function 


me. 

38 Reply in Rome 

39 Whistler, eg. 

40 5ee7(H>own 

41 Kind of meal 

42 Response to goo 

43 Farm layer 
45 Literary mils. 

48 “You think I’m 

annoying? Fine, 
I'm outta here.' 

54 Blow 

55 Squatter? 

56 Cabbage 

57 Typewriter part 
59 Old-fashioned 


37 Least bit 

38 The ILK. 
touches it 

43 Loaf 

44 Month to 
celebrate U.N. 

48 Form of rock 
and roll 

47 Auger 

49 Some brass 

50 Apple product 


120 L93O‘sh50 , B actor 51 Like three out of 



63 Exclude 

64 Whatsoever 
86 Animal for 

67 He was 
Eisnshtcd into 
Latin 

68 To gown or 
not to govern. 
Thai is the 


J. — Nsush 

121 Edger.&g. 

122 Tidings 

123 Maryland 
athlete, for short 

124 West Texas dty 

125 Insect toiler 


four suits 

52 “War's 

Cowper 

53 Boxing's Oscar 
Hoya 

58 Request 

59 Transport, ari-fi 


«WB 


ONew York Tunes/Edited by WiHShnrtz. 


80 Warner-Lambert 100 "Who’s the 
competitor Boss?” woman 


71 Buffalo's county 

72 Record 

74 First name in TV 

talk 

75 Old car with a 
Turbo- 


DOWN 

1 Allocated 

2 God of discord, 
mScndmeria 

3 Whiz 

4 Turned into 

6 Publishing 
sensation of 1958 

7 Many a 


76 Former British 


77! 

78 power control, 
for short 


8 Year in 
Dcmttiajrtteiga 

9 Actor Charieson 
of "Chariots of 
fire- 

10 Agree to 

11 Stomata 

12 Soiled 


60 Richly wrought 

61 Tmarabbtand 
... no. ..wait, 
where was IT 

62 Headline 
64 WiUiunstf 

"Happy Days" 

BS Friday’s 

(restaurant 

chain) 

66 Math work 
89 Shred 
70 With 40- Across. 
1944 Chemistry 
Nobdiaa 

73 stand 
78 31-Across’a 
PP- 


83 Modem ice 
cream flavor 


84 Nick 

85 Lived — 
(celebrated) 

86 * chance" 

87 Song ai the start 
of a church 
service 


101 "You're a Grand 
Old Flag" writer 

102 Hold forth 

103 Orleans's river 

104 Like some 
surgery 


Solution to Puzzle rif ‘April 17-18 


88 Actor’s need 

89 PC key 

90 Musical 
seconds? 

96 Spots 

97 Accident 

98 Cm 

98 Scoreboard 
figure 


105 AristoreKaa 
Anal cause 

109 Caddie's 
offering 

110 Flat 

111 Shutdown 


113 Excess 

amount 

114 AnnyE>5.e.g, 

115 FTil /about) 

116 Prefix with 
washed 
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Muhammad Ali, right, listening to his friend Howard Bingham during a U.S, Senate hearing on boxing. J 
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Ali Calls for Laws to Curb Promoter $ 


By Alhelia Knight 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — Muhammad Ali, 
fee former heavyweight champion, 
called for federal legislation to protect 
professional boxers from the “dishonest 
ways” of some promoters and managers 
and to salvage fee industry's image. 

Ali was one of eight witnesses to 
appear before the Senate Commerce 
Committee at a hearing Thursday on the 
reform of the sport. Other witnesses in- 
cluded Eliot Spntzer, the New York state 
attorney general. Mills Lane, a boxing 
referee ami Dan Goossen, a promoter. 

Ah has become “increasingly upset 
about the scandals which have occurred 


ratings of boxers. That hurts the sport-” 
The controversial draw in feefivandex 
HoLyfidd-Lennox Lewis heavyweight 
bout on March 13 in New York poshed 
concerns about abases in boxing to the 
forefront. At fee hearing Thursday, the 
Commerce Committee's chairman, John 
McCain, Republican of Arizona, showed 
a videotape of fee end of fee fight Fans 
booed as the decision was announced. 

The bout “was the latest symptom of 
how entrenched conflicts of interest are 
_ ” McCain said, 
his* statement, Ali said the Holy- 
field-Lewis bout “was supposed to re- 
store some meaning to the tide of heavy-r 
weight championship of the world. In- 
stead, the boot showed how a once great 


plantation. His bill would give boxay 
more control over their careers by j[& 
quiring that contracts between athletes 
and promoters be kept to a finite length 
The bill also would set guidelines for th£ 
or ganizatio ns that rate boxers and set 
quire promoters to inform state boxing 
comnnssioDs of charges, costs and fas 
feat they take out of a boxer’s purse, [q 


•Dfi 


McCain and Senator Richard Bryan? 
Democrat of Nevada, a co-sponsor of 


in professional boxing over fee past few sport had reached its lowest point” ' 
years and how the industry works,” the Ali, who suffers from Parkinson's da- 


boxer's longtime friend, Howard Bing- 
ham, read in a statement from Ali to the 
committee. “Anyone who follows box- 
ing knows promoters have tremendous 
power and there is no credibility in fee 


ease and has difficulty speaking, sat next 
to Bingham at the witness table but did 
not address the committee. • 

McCain has proposed legislation feat 
he says will protect boxers from, ex- 


tall, said the way boxers are ranked by 
the various boxing sanctioning orgapio 
■ratirwc is inconsistent. In some in- 
stances, a champion is recognized by 
one body and ignored by another. 

Bryan said fee state boxing coamrito 
sioas needed to improve the way they 
screened judges for fights. .0 

Greg Sirb, president of the Assoc* 
ation of Boxing Commissions, which 
includes UJS. state boxing commissions', 
said it was hard to look young boxers in 
fee eye and say, “You got a good sport 
— stick with it” ■ - -d 

-« 


,'sm 

44 

44»rfe 
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and Larry Walker followed wife an RBI 
single. Bichette then hit his second homer 
of the season down the left-field line. 

Hots 4, Rods 1 In Cincinnati, Todd 
Pratt, filling in at catcher while Mike 
Piazza is on fee disabled list, homered 
for fee second straight game. 

Pratt has driven in nine runs in fee 11 
games since Piazza hurt a knee and has 
three homers — one more than his 1998 
total. He is batting .318 (14-for-44) this 
season after hitting .275 wife 18 RBIs 
last year 

AJ Leiter (1-2) struck out eight in 6V5 
innings, allowing one run, five hits and 
two walks. John Franco, New York’s 
fourth pitcher, threw a 1-2-3 ninth for his 
sixth save in six chances. 

Seattle at Chicago, in the American 
League, and Houston at Chicago, in fee 
National, were both postponed by rain. 

(Boston Globe, AP) 
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Euroleaouk Final Pour 
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Heat Powers 
By Magic in 



i 


The Associated Press 

■ Alonzo Mourning bad 18 points and 
17 rebounds, and the Miami Heat over- 
* came a 23-point first half, to beat the 
Oriando Magic, 75-70, in -a battle for 
first place in the Eastern Conference. 

The Heat (29-13) opened a one-game 
lead over the Magic (29-15) in the East, 
where die team with the beet record gets 
the home-court advantage -foroughont. 
the conference [playoffs. 

; Miami shot a franchise-low 22.9 per- 

: NBAKobmppp 

ctntin the first half Thursday in Orlando '■ 
and trailed. 36-23. at.&e break.. The 23 
joints were only three more than the 
NBA-record low far a half, set by New 
Orleans at Seattle in 1975. 

I But the Hear made thtrir first seven 
shots of the third quarter, arid outscored 
9*? Magic, 33-13, in the period to take a 
556-49 lead going into ; the . fourth 
charter. 

• itewfc* in, emtie* M Steve Smith 
scored 26 points and Atlanta held vis- 
iting Boston without a field 'goal for 
; pearly seven minutes in the third- 

■' quarter. 

The Hawks, fourth in the Eastern Con- 
ference, closed to within two games of 
Indiana for die Central Division lead as 
they tried to secure, home-court advan- 
tage in the first round of the playoffs. 

: Boston, playing without Ron Mercer, 
who is out with back spasms, and Ant- 
oine Walker, who has a sprained 
led through most of the second period but 
fiie Hawks took control by starting the 
third with a 10-0 ran. 

*" TOmrm 104, Pistons 90 Allen IVCrSOH 
scored 28 points and Theo Ratliff added 
19 points and 13 rebounds as Phil- 
adelphia defeated Detroit 



Zalgiris Makes Its Run 
And Wins Title in Style ; 

Lithuanians Ambush Kinder Bologna in Final 


Byron Dafoe, the Bruins’ goalkeeper, sprawling to block a shot by Jeff O'Neill, left, of the Hurricanes. 

Bruins Blow Away Hurricanes, 2-0 


-■ The victory moved Philadelphia into 
fifth place in the Eastern Conference 
playoff race, a half-game ahead of Mil- 
waukee and one game ahead of Detroit 
The Sixers have won three straight, 
while the Pistons lost their third in a row 
and sixth in seven games. 

- Joe Dumars led host Detroit with 19 
points and nine assists, tot Philadelphia 
held Grant Hill to just 12 points, in- 
cluding four in the second half. 

Spun 103 , WwHnia 7« In San Ant- 
onio, David Robinson scored 18 points 
and Tim Duncan added 14 points and 10 
rebounds as the streaking Spurs beat the 
Mavericks. . 

■" The Spurs won their fifth' straight 
overall and lOthin a row at ho me. They 
have won 24 of 28 games since March 1 
to move within two games of first-place 
Utah in the Midwest Division. 

Malik Rose added 24 points for the 
Spurs. Michael Finley scored 20 points 
for Dallas, which had a two-game win-_ 
ning streak snapped. ' 


The Associated press 

Rob DiMaio and Ken Belanger netted 
third-period goals as the Boston Bruins 
defeated Carolina,' 2-0, in foe Hur- 
ricanes’ first playoff game since 1992, 
when the team played in Connecticut as 
the Hartford 'Whalers. 

DiMaio had seven goals during the 
regol&r season and Belanger had just 
two, but the pair scored 5:47 apart on 
Thursday night to break a scoreless tie 

NHl7utoiii 


Bruins a 1M) lead in 
iaston Conference 


the best-of-seven Eastern Conference 
playoff series. 

Meanwhile, Byron Dafoe, who led the 
league with 10 shutouts, stopped all 19 
shots by foe Southeast Conference 
champion Hurricanes. 

Carolina, which moved from Hartford 
to Greensboro in 1997, played most of 
its first playoff game in the stale of North 
Carolina without the veteran Ron Fran- 
cis. He injured his right ankle midway 
through the first period. 

Flyw* 3,itapl« U«ft o John Vanbies- 
brouck stopped 25 shots, including a 
penalty shot by Mats Sundin, as Phil- 
adelphia beat the Maple Leafs in 
Toronto to take the opener of their first- 
round Eastern Conference series. 

Valeri Zelepukin, John LeClair and 
Eric Desjardins scored the goals, and the 
Flyers’ checking frustrated the highest- 
scoring team in the National Hockey 
League. ‘ 


The Maple Leafs led the NHL with 268 
goals during the regular season but were 
continually thwarted by the Flyers. 

Dwik 3, Penguins i Petr Sykora 
scored twice as host New Jersey beat 
Pittsburgh in the opener of their Eastern 
Conference playoff series. 

Martin Brodenr had 24 saves, Patrik 
Elias set up two goals and Jay Pandolfo 
scored into an empty net as the Devils 
straggled more than expected against the 
eighth-seeded Penguins, who probably 
had more good scoring chances than 
New Jersey. 

Jan Hndina was the only Penguin to 
beat Brodeur, but the Devils’ goal tender 
had to come up with at least seven good 
stops to prevent Pittsburgh from tying 
the game at 2-2. 

Bhwa 3, coyotes 1 In Phoenix, A1 
Maclnnis had a goal and two assists, and 
Sl Louis beat the Coyotes to take a 1-0 
lead in their first-round series. 

Grant Fuhr had 26 saves and did not 
allow a goal until Robert Reichel put a 
wrist shot past him with 1:52 left in the 
game. But the Blues’ steady defense 
sealed the contest when Maclnnis 
picked up a loose puck and sent it to 
Scott PeDerin for an empty-net goal with 
41.1 seconds remaining. 

Fuhr also assisted on foe play as he 
improved to 87-44 in the postseason, 
with 16 victories in 17 games against the 
former Winnipeg Jets. His 87th moved 
linn oiR behind Billy Sttiitfr;No72oii the 
aU-time playoff- victory list Colorado’s 
Patrick Roy leads all goalies with 99. 


The San Jose Sharks game against foe 
Colorado Avalanche, scheduled to be 
played in Denver, was postponed be- 
cause of the fatal shootings at 
Columbine High School in Littleton, 
Colorado. 

■ Colorado Tries to Regain Focus 

In Denver, the Colorado Avalanche 
tried gamely to get back into a hockey 
mindset, the Associated Press reported. 

. Practice on Thursday, foe team’s first 
foil workout since the shooting rampage 
at a suburban high school, got off to a 
tough start, “and that’s very understand- 
able,” foe Avalanche coach. Bob 
Hartley, said. 

“I can tell you that I wouldn’t have 
accepted that kind of start if we hadn't 
known foe kind of tragedy that 
happened,” he said. “But our concen- 
tration got better as the practice went 
on.” 

Hartley said he had no doubt his team 
would be ready for its first-round playoff 
game with foe San Jose Sharks on Sat- 
urday. 

The series was supposed to open in 
Denver, but because of the tragedy, it 
was moved to San Jose. 

“Everyone is veiy sad,” he said. “But 
we just have to focus on Game 1, and 1 
trust my players will be ready for that 
game. 

“We made foe decision to reschedule 
for foe community,” he said. “Now we 
have to find a way to support our com- 
munity by winning hockey games.’’ 


By Frank Lawlor 

S pecial to the Herald Tribune 

MUNICH — In Lithuania, they have 
saying about their national sport: “Put 
five Lithuanians together and you have a 
basketball team.” 

The updated version should go: “Put 
nine unknown Lithuanian kids together 
with three National Basketball Asso- 
ciation veterans and you really have a 

team.” In fact, you have a European 
champion. 

In a sport that craved offense, Zalgiris 
of Kaunas, Lithuania, hit foe ground 
running and didn't stop until it had de- 
throned Kinder Bologna, 82-74, in a 
thrilling final Thursday night. 

Everyone, from its vanquished op- 
ponents to NBA visitors agreed: Bas- 
ketball should be this fun all foe time. 

Zalgiris won “with style,” said Tyus 
Edney, foe team's point guard and foe 
tournament Most Valuable Player. That 
style was a freewheeling, risk-taking 
open-court attack sparked by Edney but 
joined lustily by his young, unheralded 
Lithuanian iwnnwiitw 

In 1998, Kinder won the title by hold- 
ing its opponent to 44 points. On Thurs- 
day, Zalgiris had 45 points at halftime. 

“I think that when we step on the 
court, everyone has to have respect for 
foe spectator,” said Jonas Kazlauskas, 
foe Zalgiris coach. “Sure, to win is the 
most important thing, and sometimes 
there is no other way than by playing 
very good, very tough defease. Bat if 


wins in two years with over 80 points,’) 
he said. “But if you play against a team 
that plays a slow game, it is usually 
easier for that team to dictate the rhythm 
of foe game.” 

Not this week. Against Olympiakns 
Athens in the semifinal, Zalgiris took a 
15-point halftime lead. Olympiakos 
froze into its ball -control offense, and 
Zalgiris was able to rest players, include 
mg Anthony Bowie, an NBA veteran. ’ 

In the final, Zalgiris, which has a $5 
million annual budget, ambushed 
Kinder, a team which spends an es- 
timated SIS million a year, in tbs sam< 
way. Edney and Bowie were not the 
entire difference. An all-Lithuanian 
lineup, led by forwards Mindaugas Zuk^ 
auskas and Dahlias Adomitis. stretched 
an eight-point lead to 14. 

The lead peaked at 68-48 with 8:14 to 
play before kinder turned into last-stand 

f onslingers. Antoine Rigaudeau, 4 
reach guard, launched three-point shots 
in a six-minute 22-8 run that turned a 
blowout into a 76-70 nail-biter with tw<> 
minutes left But Bowie, with a steal and 
three-point shot, aided foe suspense. 

Messina went to congratulate Kazlau$ 
kas with 20 seconds on the clock. The 
dominant and sometimes deafening 
Kinder fans then joined in a standing 
ovation that lasted 10 minutes. 

On court, Jtri Zidek, a Czech center^ 
lifted Edney as he had in 1995 when both 
played for UCLA when it woo the 
NCAA tide. “It’siust as good,” Edney 
said. “The NBA is tough, but I’ll teU 
you, these guys amaze me foe way foey 
play sometimes. We do have style.” . 


you have a lineup that can play good 
offensive basketball, not neglecting de- 
fense, I think that would be good for 
everybody, good for the spectators and 


everybody, good ror the spectators and 
good for basketball.” 

That marks a philosophical shift for 
European coaches who have cleaved to 
the Yugoslav formula of winning with 
constrictive defense. 

“We have the same problem in the 
NBA,” said Kevin McHale, foe Min- 
nesota general manager, who was in 
Munich to convince Radoslav Nester- 
ovic, the Kinder center, to try foe NBA. 
“When I played in the ’80s, we scored 
100 points every night- Now, if you 
reach 100 points, it’s a happening. These 
guys from Zalgiris play foe game the 
way it should be played, up and down foe 
court It’s fun to watch.” 

Ettore Messina, foe Kinder coach, 
joined the fun, playing four guards at 
once in a valiant attempt to make up a 20- 
point deficit He said defense has been a 
constant because it gets teams through 
tough times when scorers are hurt or 
slumping: “People only remembenr s w£ 
won a low-scoring championship game 
last year, yet we have many EuroLeague 
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C t m iy StafU/AP 

Darius Maskblhinas of Zalgiris 
Kaunas holding aloft the Euro* 
league Basketball Champions Cupl 
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DAVE BARRY 


Still Partying Hearty 

M IAMI — I may be 51 years old. but, darn it, I*m still a 
“rode and roil kind of animal.” So when a friend offered 
me tickets to a Beach Boys concert, I jumped at the chance. As 
a result, I strained my back and had to lie down for six days. 

But after the pain subsided I was very excited, because I’m 
a huge Beach Boys fan. I'U never forget the first time I saw 
diem in person, back in 1964, at a fantastic concert in New 
York — Wait, no, it was Philadelphia, and it might have been 
1967. Or it might have been the Turtles. It was definitely a 
plural name. Although I'm not 100 percent sure I was there. 

But the point is I’ve loved the Beach Boys since wayyy back 
when I was in junior high school, and America was happy and 
carefree because the Civil War was finally over. I went through 
puberty with theBeach Boys (not literally, of course; we all bad 
separate rooms). Their songs expressed a new kind of fbelin* 
that was stirring deep within the bowels of my loins; a feeling of 
vulnerability, of tenderness and — yes — of sexual desire. 

For cars, I mean. When the 


For cars, 1 mean. When the 

Beach Boys sang, “She’s real 1 " n - 

fine, ray 409 ... my four- It was definitely 
speed, dual-quad, Posi-Trac- * J 

lion 409,** they were giving ® piUfal name, 

voice to the fantasy of every Though Pm not 

pimple- speckled male at Har- y 

old Crittenden Junior High- SQI€ i WHS there* 

We lusted for Posi-Traction! : 

Whatever it was! 

I still know all the' words to all the Beach Boys' car songs. 
When I’m driving and the radio plays “Sbnr Down,' ' which is 
about a drag race, I sing along at the top of my lungs: “He’s 
hot with ram induction, but it's understood: I got a fuel- 
injected engine siltin’ under my hood.” The troth is that I have 
no idea what kind Q f engine I have sittin’ under my hood. I 
could have a food processor sittin’ under there. But the Beach 
Boys still make me feel like Mr. Stud Piston. 

And the Beach Boys were not just limited to car songs. They 
took on the important social issues, too, in songs such as “Be 
True to Your School * ’ (actual lyric: “Rah rah rah rah sis boom 
bah!”) and “I Get Around” (actual lyric: “I’m a real cool 
head! I'm makin’ real good bread!”). 

They don't make music like that these days. In fact, some- 
times they don't even make MUSIC. I saw a TV show recently 
wherein a group of “hip hop' ’ DJs competed to see who was the 
best at making sounds with a record turntable. They'd put the 
needle on a record, then they’d spin the turntable forward and 
backward violently, thereby creating unique, by which 1 mean 
ugly , noises. I used to do that when I was 7. But these guys were 
SERIOUS; they had expressions of intense concentration on 
their faces, as though it took vast artistic skill to simulate the 
sound of deranged squirrels fighting in an amplifier. A panel of 
judges looked on, frowning thoughtfully, as though they were 
listening to Beethoven's Fifth (actual lyric: “Dum dum dum 
DUM”). I wanted to scream at the TV screen: “A turntable is 
NOT A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT, you morons! It’s an 
APPLIANCE, like a coaster-oven! Oran accordion!" 

So, OJC. I'm too old to appreciate * 'hip hop.” But I'm smack 
dab in the middle of the Beach 


i" 1 11 " " """ -l " “ Boys’ demographic, to judge 

I COllid hav e a from tiie crowd at the concert I 

fiwifl nmnssnr attended Many of us are gray- 

ioua proassMir er than we once were, and our 

rittm’ under there, loins f* But we stiU 

know how to party hearty. 

I have UO idea* We had our cell-phone ringers 

set on “vibrate” and were 

ready to ROCK AND ROLL 
when the Beach Boys stormed onto the stage. O.K.. “stormed” 
is a little strong. “Shuffled” is more accurate. TheBeach Boys 
have gotten older, too. Although some of them apparently have 
gotten younger. A couple of the ones I saw definitely had not 
been bora yet when they made their first record. 

Bnt even though some of the older Beach Boys could enter 
the Ernest Hemingway Look-Alike Contest, they still SOUND 
like the Beach Boys, and that was all that mattered. Within 15 
minutes the crowd was on its feet (it would have been on its 
feet sooner, but it has to be careful with its back). The Beach 
Boys sang a medley of their car songs, and t sang right along 
with them, and when, together, we sang the technical part of 
* ’Little Deuce Coupe” (“She’s ported and relieved, and she’s 
stroked and bored”) there was genuine emotion in my voice. 
But the highlight came when the entire crowd joined together 
to sing “Barbara Ann,” all of us united by our inability to 
remember that one verse that goes something like: 

“Tried Betty Sue 
Did the boo gal oo 
Went to the zoo 
And I saw a tiger poo.” 

It was a great night. And even though I didn’tget home until 
almost 10:20 P.mT, I was so excited that l stayed awake until 
almost 10:27. 'Round ’round get around, I get around. 

6/999. The Miami Herald 
Distributed by Tribune Media Services fnc. 


Cuba Preserves the Hemingway Mystique 


By Mireya Navarro 

New York Times Service 

C OJIMAR, Cuba — Gregorio 
Fuentes is 101 years old, but he 
still welcomes paying visitors to bis 
small living room here to regale 
them with stories about Ernest 
Hemingway from a rocking chair. 

For more than 20 years Fuentes 
was the captain of Hemingway’s 
fishing boat. Pilar, which was 
anchored at times in this fishing 
town on the outskirts of Havana. He 
claims to have inspired “The Old 
Man and the Sea,” the 1 952 novella 
about an old Cuban fisherman from 
Cojimar who catches a giant fish 
and then has to battle sharks for it. 

But Fuentes has not bothered to 
read this or any of his friend's other 
books. "What for?” he said in a 
bellicose tone. “I’ve lived them 
with him.” 

Fuentes is a fixture on a Cuban 
tourist Oral dedicated to Heming- 
way, whom Cuba flaunts as a na- 
tional treasure despite four decades 
of hostility between Fidel Castro's 
government and the United States. 
This year, the centennial of Hem- 
ingway's birth, commemorations in 
Cuba include an international col- 
loquium of Hemingway historians 
and ballet and symphony galas. 

Hemingway, who lived, wrote, 
drank and fished on this island in- 
termittently between 1932 and 
1960. is bard to miss in Cuba. His 
books sell in government curio 
shops alongside leftist works by 
Che Guevara. His likeness adorns 
T-shirts and billboards, and a 
bronze bust of him donated by local 
fishermen looks out to the sea from 
a small rotunda. And bis name is 
attached to landmarks like parks 
and marinas, to fishing tourna- 
ments and to sugar-free daiquiris. 

Just as the writer has been thor- 
oughly exploited for tourism in 
places like Key West, Florida, 
which drew criticism from the 
writer’s three sons a couple of years 
ago for tarnishing his image with 
too much banality, cash-starved 
Cuba has nor let Communism stand 


in the way of foreign exchange. 

A tour of sites, including die lush 
estate outside Havana where Hem- 
ingway lived with Martha Gellhom 
and Majy Welsh, his third and 
fourth wives, cost anywhere from 
$15 to $40 apetson. A “Papa Hem- 
ingway” daiquiri (lime and grape- 
fruit juice, maraschino and a dou- 
ble shot of white ruin) at his old 
drinking haunts like El Floridita in 
Old Havana costs $6. 

And Fuentes ’s 45-year-old 
grandson, Rafael Valdes, charges 
visitors $50 for 15 minutes of the 
captain's time, although hagg l ing 
can cut the price by more than half 
Still, American visitors and 
some Hemingway family members 
note a special reverence for the man 
in enemy territory, a personal ap- 
propriation by Cubans of a great 
. writer who chose to celebrate their 
country in his prose. 

“Over there, it’s like he’s more 
of a real person.” said Mina Hem- 
ingway, 38, a granddaughter of the 
writer who lives in Florida and has 
twice won the women’s division of 
the Ernest Hemingway fishing 
tournament held at Marina Hem- 
ingway in Havana. “They seem to 
have a real respect, almost awe, for 
hrm and his work.” 

The feeling was mutual. In his 
1984 book “Hemingway in Cuba,” 
the exiled Cuban writer Norberto 
Fuentes. no relation to the captain, 
said Cuba first lured Hemingway 
— who used the island as backdrop 
for “The Old Man and the Sea,” 
“To Have and Have Not” and “Is- 
lands in the Stream” — with its 
abundant marlin fishing, its beau- 
tiful scenery and its low cost of 
living. But in the end, Fuentes stud, 
“Cuba won him completely.” 

4 There be settled, lived, worked, 
made friends, enjoyed life and trans- 
formed his surroundings into art,” 
Fuentes wrote. * ‘What more could a 
writer demand from his abode?” 
When the Cold War, and the 
United States' break with Cuba 
after the 1959 revolution, in- 
terfered in this love affair, “it was a 
great tragedy for our family,” Pat- 





Pilar, donated to the museum by 
Puentes, to whom the °e- ; 

quealhed it, sits in a special shed. ; 

Fuentes, a Spaniard who moved.] 
to Cuba as a child, said he met-~ 

Hemingway k Tor " I 

mpwc off Florida after brim were 
caught in a stenn. In 193A after , 
H eming way bad visited Oiba sev- ; 
eral times, Fuentes said, “he toW me j 

I’m building a boat and I wantyoo to . 

work with me and be die captain.” ~ 
Fueates, the “Antonio m Is— 
fandsintoeStieam/’ was both skip- 
per and cock, becoming a constant 
companion who took part evra m 
Hemingway's missions on the Pflar 

. . ... ... .1... .. r inn e nfFlli* 
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Gregorio Fuentes: a stop on Cuba’ s Hemingway tourist route. 


rick Hemingway, 70, one of the 
author's sons, said from Montana. 

“Any American living in Cuba 
had to choose.” be said, addingthat 
not being able to return to Cuba 
contributed to his father’s depres- 
sion, which ended with his suicide 
in 1961. “He really loved Cuba, 
and I think it was a great shock to 
him at his age to have to choose 
between his country, which was the 
United States, and his home, which 
was Cuba.” 

Today, much of Hemingway's 
life on the island, where the Roman 
Catholic Church keeps the Nobel 
Prize medal be won for literature in 
1954 and dedicated to Cuba's patron 
saint. Our Lady of Charity of Cobre, 
is documented in' black-and-white 
photographs that hang from walls in 
his house and bar-restaurants he fre- 
quented like El Floridita in Old 
Havana and LaTenaza in Cojimar. 

Some pictures show him hand- 
ing out fishin g tournament trophies 
to a young Fidel Castro in 1960, the 


only time the two met. Although 
Castro has called Hemingway his 
favorite author,- toe extent of the 
writer’s support for die revolution 
has been toe subject of debate. 

Pictures also show Hemingway 
carousing with the likes of Errol 
Flynn and Gary Cooper. Bur it was 
his lack of pretension, notwith- 
standing his fame, that makes toe 
writer stand out for many Cubans. 

“He was very simple,” said Ev- 
elio Gonzalez, a tour guide at the 
house oa a hill Hemingway bought 
in 1940 known as Fmca Vigia. 
“His friends were fishermen. He 
never related to high society.” 

At the house, now a museum 
preserving toe home just as the 
writer left it (visitors can only peek 
from toe windows), other passions 
are in evidence — bullfighting art- 
work. including a plate with a 
drawing of a. bull's head by Pi- 
casso; hunting trophies from sa- 
faris in Africa; more than 8,000 
books. Outside, the fishing yacht 


n ilHUIIg UCkUJBU ~ 

coast of Cuba during Worid WarIL 
He remembas the auto as “a man ■. 
apart,*' worldly and capable of nn-. 
mease generosity and vafor - 
■ • “Imagine what kind of man ho 
was that, when we were in Africa. , 
he ordered ns to lmsh and not move 
because he could smell the lion that , 
was coming to eat him up,” Fuen- ■ 
ces recalled. “The Eon came and 
scratched him and he stuck his gun 
into its month and killed him. 

“Everywhere he went people - 
treated him like a god just arrived: 

from heaven,” be added. “I myself : 

considered him a god bec aus e he*, 
did things I never saw anybody else : 
do.” 

--But.it was Fuentes *s own ex- 
ploits that were immortalized in': 
F Tbe Old Man and the Sea,” he ; 
said, specifically his experience as - 
a young man catching a big fish and ; 
fighting sharks all night longto - 
keep them from earing it The 1 
“Santiago” in the novella, bow-£ 
ever, was partly modeled after an- 1 
other Cuban fisherman, Anselmo : 
.Hernandez, said Fuentes, the Co- ; 
ban witter. 

Ever since bis friend’s death, toe 
captain said, he has not worked as 
skipper for anyone else. Nor has he 
ever thought of writing his own 
book about his years with Hem- 
ingway. “I have a Jot of secrets,” 
he said, vowing never to reveal a 
: single one for all toe money in toe 
worid. 


PEOPLE 


T HE poet Jose Hierro received the 
Cervantes Prize from King Juan 
Carlos in Alcala de Henares, Spain, on 
Biday. The honor, toe Spanish-speaking 
world ’s equivalent of toe Nobel Prize for 
literature, worth 15 million pesetas, 
(about $100,000). is awarded annually 
to writers for their overall contribution to 
literature in Spanish. Hierro, born in 
1922 in Madrid, has published about 20 
collections of poetry, including 
“Cuademos de Nueva York” (New 
York Notebooks) this year. In 1937. he 

g ublished his first poems about the 
panish Civil War. After toe war, he was 
imprisoned for six years. In addition to 
writing for poetry magazines, he was a 
literature professor for 30 years at toe 
Menendez Pelaya International Univer- 
sity in Santander. Spain. 


A microelectronics pioneer, whose 
early work oa minuscule transistors has 
helped power the information age. won 
the world's single largest award for in- 
vention. Carver Mead, a professor of 
engineering and applied science at the 
California Institute of Technology, was 


awarded toe $500,000 Lemelson-MXT 
prize in a ceremony at San Francisco’s 
Hxpioratorium Museum. 


The Washington Post, The Oregonian 
of Portland, Oregon, and ABC News 
have each won two awards for outstand- 
ing achievement in foreign reporting. The 
Associated Press was honored as welL 
Barton GeUman of toe Post was selected 
by the Overseas Press Club of America 
for best newspaper or wire service in- 
terpretation of foreign affairs for his work 
on the search for Iraq’s hidden weapons. 
And toe newspaper’s Kevin Suffivan, 
Mary Jordan and Keith Rich burg won 
for best foreign reporting “showing a 
concern for the h aman condition.” The 
three worked together on “Shattered 
Lives: The Asian Middle Class.” The AP 
reporters Ken Guggenheim and Niko 
Price took the award for newspaper or 
wire service reporting from abroad for 
their coverage of Hurricane Mitch. 


A Russian museum celebrated toe 
100th birthday of Vladimir Nabokov on 


Thursday in a ceremony toat also seemed 
to mark the 6migr6 writer's belated re- 
cognition as a Russian national treasure. 
Surviving members of toe Nabokov 
family blew out candles on a cake in toe 
writer's childhood home in St_ Peters- 
burg, which was made a museum last 
year. Nabokov, the author of “Lolita,” 
fled Russia in 1919 and never returned. 
He died in 1977. He wrote about half his 
books in Russian but the Soviet regime 
banned bis work until 1987. 


The Berlin State Library has ap- 
pealed for donations to help save 7:800 
pages of original handwritten sheet mu- 
sic by Johann Sebastian Bach, which 
it said are in desperate need of res- 
toration. The library has toe world’s 
largest collection of manuscripts by 
Bach, including the Brandenburg Con- 
certos and * ‘The Well-Tempered Clavi- 
er,” But it said about two thirds of toe 
sheets have been damaged by sulfuric 
acid and iron in toe ink the composer 
wrote with. The library is seeking 
500,000 Deutsche marks (about 
$270,000) to pay for the restoration. 
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Carver Mead, winner of the Lemebon-MIT award. 
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